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• Elementary–High School educational assessment 

• Postsecondary Education awareness, engagement, placement,  

and enrollment assessment 

• Workforce Development assessments and solutions 

 

ACT is the nation’s leader in college and career readiness, providing 

research-based solutions grounded in more than 50 years of experience. 

 

ACT Mission: Helping people achieve education  
and workplace success 

 



The ACT®  

• Based on over 50 years of research 

 

• Measures academic achievement and readiness in 

content areas of English, mathematics, reading, 

science w/ optional Writing.   

 

• Only college admissions exam that measures Science 

 

• Most widely accepted exam for college admission 

 

•  20 States now administer the ACT as a measure of 

college and career readiness for 11graders 



4 

• ACT National Curriculum Survey® drives the test content  

 

• ACT College Readiness Benchmarks—scores associated with 

postsecondary success in credit-bearing courses 

 

• ACT College and Career Readiness Standards—empirically 

based on an analysis of the skills and knowledge students need to 

respond successfully to an assessment question 

 

ACT Benchmarks and Standards—Data Driven 
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Driving test content 

• Determines what skills and 

knowledge postsecondary  

institutions expect 

 

• Measures college-ready 

skills 

 

• Collects information from 

diverse education audiences 

across the nation 

 

• Provides consultation with 

content area experts 

ACT National Curriculum Survey 
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• Based on ACT analysis of actual student performance in college 

 

• The minimum ACT test scores required for students to have a high 

probability of success in corresponding first-year credit-bearing  

college courses 
– 50% chance of earning a B or better  

– 75% chance or better of earning a C or better 

 

 

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks 
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• Direct link between what students 

have learned and what they are 

ready to learn next  

 

• Help interpret what the scores 

earned on the ACT mean 

 

• Identify the knowledge and skills 

students are likely to demonstrate 

at various score levels on each 

academic test 

 

• Linked to college instruction 

ACT College and Career Readiness Standards 
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ACT College and Career Readiness Standards 
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ACT College and Career Readiness Standards— 

Ideas for Progress 
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How prepared are students? 
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North Carolina ACT tested 2016 Graduates 
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North Carolina ACT tested 2016 Graduates 



North Carolina ACT tested 2016 Graduates 
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North Carolina 2016 ACT tested Graduates 



Behaviors that Impact  

Access and Opportunity  

• Among the ACT tested 2010 graduating class, 

51% of White, 65% of Hispanic, and 66% of 

African American students took their first and 

only test as seniors.  For the class of 2016, these 

figures as all below 2% 

 

• Engaging students earlier increases 

postsecondary awareness, access, and 

opportunity, as well as allowing for intervention 

prior to and during the senior year. 



Career Readiness of North Carolina  

ACT tested graduates 

• In North Carolina, 55% of ACT tested 

graduates are considered making 

progress towards at least a gold ACT 

NCRC level.   

 

• This compares to 68% nationally. 


