The North Carolina Board of Architecture
127 W. Hargett Street Suite 304 Raleigh, NC 27601

To: The Joint Legislative Administrative Procedure Oversight Committee of the North Carolina General
Assembly

From: The North Carolina Board of Architecture

Date:  March 9, 2020

An Introduction

The North Carolina Board of Architecture is an occupational licensing board. This term is defined in N.C. Gen.Stat.
§ 93B-1 as follows:

Occupational licensing board means any board, committee, agency ....in North Carolina which is
established for the primary purpose of regulating the entry of persons into, and/or the conduct of persons
within, a particular profession or occupation, and which is authorized to issue licenses, ‘occupational
licensing board’ does not include State agencies, staffed by full-time State employees, which as a part of
their regular functions by issue licenses.

Over 100 years ago in March 1915, the NC Legislature established The North Carolina Board of Architecture. Ever
since then the Board served to ensure the protection of the life, health and safety of the public by licensing architects
to practice architecture. N.C. Gen. Stat. § 83A-1(7) defines the Practice of Architecture to be:

.... performing or offering to perform or holding oneself out as legally qualified to perform professional
services in connection with the design, construction, enlargement or alteration of buildings, including
consultations, investigations, evaluations, preliminary studies, the preparation of plans, specifications and
contract documents, administration of construction contracts and related services or combination of
services in connection with the design and construction of buildings, regardless of whether these services
are performed in person or as the directing head of an office or organization.

The Board is comprised of seven members who are appointed by the Governor. Five are licensed architects and two
are ‘public members’ who represent the public at large. The current members are as follows:

Jimmy L. Norwood, Jr. AIA, President Katherine N. Peele, FAIA, Vice President
Steven G. Clipp, AIA, Treasurer Jimmy L. Norwood, Jr. AIA, Secretary
Cathy C. Morrison, AIA, Secretary Walter B. Sawyer, AIA, Member

Fred Dodson, Jr., Public Member Public Member Vacant

The staff is as follows:

Catherine M. Evans - Executive Director of the Board

Julie Piatek — Director of Administration

Tyler Barrick - Firm Compliance / Continuing Education Administrator

Board Position on H858

The State of North Carolina is fortunate when it comes to most occupational licensing Boards; they are long
established and well experienced agencies. Both the public and the licensees are easily able to communicate with the
Board staff and the appointed Board members
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The definition of the Practice of Architecture is quite clear and based upon a Model Act used throughout the
country. The administrative code associated with administering the statute is where you will find more specific
practice information and rules for the licensed architectural practitioner. Unfortunately, H858 is fraught with
complex and confusing language. The definition of the practice of interior design is unclear and the proposed
‘voluntary’ registration does nothing to protect the public. Unlike almost every other occupational licensing board,
there are no licensed practitioners to oversee the profession to ensure proper practice, nor does H858 allow for a
specific governing entity to which the public can appeal. Instead, the proposed statutory language, given its
certification process and exemptions, does not make it clear whether someone is licensed to practice interior design
as defined by the law or not. This must be clear to ensure public protection. Finally, it appears to contradict itself in
the exemptions set forth in the proposed language in §93F-13.

H858 seems to allow the practice of architecture by Interior Designers without oversight. As noted above, there is no
supervisory board of appointees. In addition, there is a concern about the difference in training of the two
professions. An interior designer is neither trained in much of the technical information as described in H858 nor are
they tested on it. This knowledge and experience includes expertise in coordination with plumbing, mechanical,
electrical and structural engineering professionals. Hence, the need for supervision.

Without proper oversight, H858 could potentially lead to individuals practicing architecture without a license or
supervision, and thus endangering the Health, Safety and Welfare of the public. The Department of Insurance, while
well versed in the oversight of all things related to insurance, building code and the OSFM, it is not the
organizational place for Interior Designers. All 29 states that regulate interior design do it via an occupational
licensing board geared towards and associated with the design professions of architecture and engineering. Interior
designers should be regulated by an OLB that is familiar with the design professions, not the Department of
Insurance.

1t is the opinion of the North Carolina Board of Architecture that the path to professional licensure for interior
designers, including the professional responsibly of public health, safety and welfare would be most appropriate as
a joint board with the architects, as has been successful in other states. It is noted that HB 858, as written, does not
have a governing board of licensees in any advisory capacity nor has there been a fiscal note on the consequences
of the misdemeanor provision [93F-8].

Since 1915 North Carolina Board of Architecture has regulated the practice of architecture including the design,
construction and alteration of buildings in North Carolina. Over that time the Board has worked cooperatively
with the building inspectors, Building Code Council, professional engineers and general contractors. If interior
design is licensed as a profession, the board anticipates that it would work cooperatively with them as licensed
professionals. The Board does express the view that having a governing board of licensees has been beneficial in
creating and promoting this pattern of cooperation.

-Issued by the NC Board of Architecture, May 10, 2019.

Following is a summary of the regulation of interior design as complied by the National Council of Architecture
Registration Boards.

Jimmy L. Norwood, Jr. AIA, President Katherine N. Peele, FAIA, Vice President Cathe M. Evans, Executive Director
Steven G. Clipp, AIA, Treasurer Jimmy L. Norwood, Jr. AIA, Secretary Julia L. Piatek, Director of Administration
Cathy C. Morrison, AIA, Secretary Walter Sawyer, AIA, Member Tyler D. Barrick, Firm/Continuing Ed.
Fred Dodson, Jr., Public Member Public Member Vacant

Writers Contact Email — cathe@ncbarch.org www.ncbarch.org Follow us on FaceBook and Twitter 984-328-1161


mailto:cathe@ncbarch.org
http://www.ncbarch.org/

Last Updated —5/14/19
Council Relations

Regulation of Interior Designers

Summary:

29 Jurisdictions have requirements affecting Interior Designers. Most jurisdictions apply these requirements
to the way Interior Designers use titles; (‘Certified Interior Designer’, ‘Registered Interior Designer’, etc.).

= 5 Jurisdictions have specific licensure requirements

= 25 Jurisdictions have requirements of certification and registration

= 23 Jurisdictions have neither certification, registration, or licensure requirements
= 20 Jurisdictions enacted regulations before 2000

= 9 Jurisdictions enacted regulations after 2000

. Certificate
L. License . . / Relevant Department /
Jurisdiction . Registration Year Enacted
Required . Board
Required
2010 — Alab Interi .
1. Alabama - @ .ama .n erior Board of Registered
Yes Design Registration Act . .
Interior Designers
2. Alaska Does not regulate Interior Designers
3. Arizona & g
1993 — Arkansas Interior SRR St.ate Board
4, Arkansas - . . . of Architects,
Yes Design Title Registration .
Landscape Architects
Act . B
and Interior Designers
5. California Ves 1990 - Professional Title Council for Interior
Recognition Design Certification
Only requires a number
6. Colorad
—— Yes 2001 — Permitting Statute of qualifications (i.e.
NCIDQ, etc.)
Dept. Consumer
7. Connecticut 1983 - Statute Protection
Yes — ; . .
Professional Licensing
Division
8. Delaware Does not regulate Interior Designers
B f Archi )
9. District of Columbia 1998 - Second Omnibus oard'o - .|tecture
Yes —Re ulatory Reform Act Interior Design, and
g y Landscape Architecture
. Florida Board of
0. iloile Yes 1988 — Statute Architecture and
Interior Design



http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/1975/34-15C-6.htm
http://abrid.alabama.gov/
http://abrid.alabama.gov/
ftp://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/acts/1993/Public/959.pdf
https://www.asbalaid.arkansas.gov/
https://www.asbalaid.arkansas.gov/
https://www.asbalaid.arkansas.gov/
https://www.asbalaid.arkansas.gov/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=BPC&division=3.&title=&part=&chapter=3.9.&article=
https://ccidc.org/
https://ccidc.org/
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/images/olls/2001a_sl_336.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2015/pub/chap_396a.htm
https://portal.ct.gov/DCP/License-Services-Division/All-License-Applications/Interior-Design-Form
https://portal.ct.gov/DCP/License-Services-Division/All-License-Applications/Interior-Design-Form
https://portal.ct.gov/DCP/License-Services-Division/All-License-Applications/Interior-Design-Form
https://portal.ct.gov/DCP/License-Services-Division/All-License-Applications/Interior-Design-Form
https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/titles/47/chapters/28/subchapters/I-B/parts/G/
https://www.dcopla.com/design/
https://www.dcopla.com/design/
https://www.dcopla.com/design/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0400-0499/0481/Sections/0481.213.html
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/DBPR/architecture-and-interior-design/
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/DBPR/architecture-and-interior-design/
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/DBPR/architecture-and-interior-design/
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. Certificate /
. g as License . . Relevant Department /
Jurisdiction . Registration Year Enacted
Required . Board
Required
11, Georgia State Board of
Yes 1992 — Statute Architects and
Interior Designers
12. Guam No information available / unable to verify
13. Hawaii . .
12, 1daho Does not regulate Interior Designers
15. lllinois Board of
Yes 1990 - Statute Registered Interior
Design Professionals
16. Indiana 2009 — Statute (25-20.7- Indiana Professional
Yes . -
2) Licensing Agency
17. lowa Yes 2005 - Statute lowa In.te.rior Design
Examining Board
18. Kansas Does not regulate Interior Designers
19. Kentucky Yes 2002 - Statute KentuckY Board of
Architects
20. Louisiana State Board of
Yes 1984 — Revised Statute Examiners of
Interior Designers
Maine State Board for
21. Maine Licensure of Architects,
M 1993 - Statute Landscape Architects &
Interior Designers
Maryland Dept. of
Licensing and
22. Maryland Yes 1991 - Statute Regulation - State
Board of Certified
Interior Designers
23. Massachusetts . .
24. Michigan Does not regulate Interior Designers
Minnesota Board of
Architecture,
25 Minnesota Engineering, Land
Yes 1992 - Statute Surveyors, Landscape
Architecture
Geoscience & Interior
Design
26. Mississippi M_ MISSISSI.ppI Mississippi State Board
Yes Certified Interior ;
. of Architecture
Designer Act -
27. Missouri Yes 1998 — Rules & Statutes Interior Design Council



https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=212c9954-be0c-495d-8a43-a582096c3893&nodeid=ABRAAIAADAAD&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABR%2FABRAAI%2FABRAAIAAD%2FABRAAIAADAAD&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+43-4-32.+Application+for+certificate+of+registration%3B+requirements%3B+term+of+certificate%3B+renewal&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5V8M-CMM0-004D-80B9-00008-00&ecomp=k357kkk&prid=0d0dca13-db8c-4199-8a07-a8086cc93a3a
http://sos.ga.gov/index.php/licensing/plb/2
http://sos.ga.gov/index.php/licensing/plb/2
http://sos.ga.gov/index.php/licensing/plb/2
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1341&ChapterID=24
https://www.idfpr.com/profs/boards/intdesign.asp
https://www.idfpr.com/profs/boards/intdesign.asp
https://www.idfpr.com/profs/boards/intdesign.asp
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2017/ic/titles/025#25-20.7-2
https://www.in.gov/pla/interior.htm
https://www.in.gov/pla/interior.htm
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2017/544C.pdf
https://plb.iowa.gov/board/interior-designers
https://plb.iowa.gov/board/interior-designers
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=31510
https://boa.ky.gov/Pages/cid.aspx
https://boa.ky.gov/Pages/cid.aspx
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=93972
http://lsbid.org/
http://lsbid.org/
http://lsbid.org/
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/32/title32sec220-B.html
https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/architects/index.html
https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/architects/index.html
https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/architects/index.html
https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/architects/index.html
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=6142f502-a2b9-449b-8536-dcd2e3645c07&nodeid=AADAALAABAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAD%2FAADAAL%2FAADAALAAB%2FAADAALAABAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+8-101.+Definitions&config=014EJAA2ZmE1OTU3OC0xMGRjLTRlNTctOTQ3Zi0wMDE2MWFhYzAwN2MKAFBvZENhdGFsb2e9wg3LFiffInanDd3V39aA&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5V2F-RVK0-004F-033D-00008-00&ecomp=k357kkk&prid=b3f18569-a830-4567-9fa4-bbe768bb8a12
http://onestop.md.gov/licenses/certified-interior-designer-license-59e4d43a2a43a022723b49aa
http://onestop.md.gov/licenses/certified-interior-designer-license-59e4d43a2a43a022723b49aa
http://onestop.md.gov/licenses/certified-interior-designer-license-59e4d43a2a43a022723b49aa
http://onestop.md.gov/licenses/certified-interior-designer-license-59e4d43a2a43a022723b49aa
http://onestop.md.gov/licenses/certified-interior-designer-license-59e4d43a2a43a022723b49aa
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/326.02
https://mn.gov/aelslagid/index.html
https://mn.gov/aelslagid/index.html
https://mn.gov/aelslagid/index.html
https://mn.gov/aelslagid/index.html
https://mn.gov/aelslagid/index.html
https://mn.gov/aelslagid/index.html
https://mn.gov/aelslagid/index.html
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2011/pdf/HB/1000-1099/HB1096PS.pdf
https://www.msboa.ms.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.msboa.ms.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=324.409
https://www.pr.mo.gov/interior.asp
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Jurisdiction

Certificate /
Registration
Required

License
Required

Year Enacted

28.

Montana

29.

Nebraska

30.

Nevada

1995 — Statute

31.

New Hampshire

32.

New Jersey

2002 — Interior Designers
Certification Act

Relevant Department /

Board

Nevada State Board of
Architecture, Interior
Design, and Residential

New Jersey State Board

Design

of Architects

33.

New Mexico

1989 — Interior Designers
Act

Interior Design Board

34,

New York

1990 - Statute

35.

North Carolina

36.

North Dakota

37.
38.

Northern Mariana

Islands

39.

Ohio

40.

Oklahoma

2006 — Oklahoma State
Architectural &
Registered Interior
Designers Act

41.

Oregon

42.

Pennsylvania

43.

Puerto Rico

1973 — Statute

44,

Rhode Island

45,

South Carolina

46.

South Dakota

47.

Tennessee

1991 — Interior Designers

Title Registration Act

48.

Texas

No information available / unable to verify

Office of the
Professions - State
Board for Interior

Design

Board of Governors of
the Licensed
Architects, Landscape
Architects and
Registered interior

Designers of Oklahoma

Puerto Rico Board of
Examiners of Interior
Designers-Decorators

Tennessee Board of
Architectural &

Engineering Examiners

1991 - Statute (Act
formerly prohibited the
use of ‘interior designer’
by non-registrants, now

only prohibits term

‘registered interior

Texas Board of
Architectural
Examiners



https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-623.html#NRS623Sec180
http://nsbaidrd.state.nv.us/
http://nsbaidrd.state.nv.us/
http://nsbaidrd.state.nv.us/
http://nsbaidrd.state.nv.us/
ftp://www.njleg.state.nj.us/20022003/A1000/565_I1.PDF
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/int/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/int/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.rld.state.nm.us/uploads/files/61ARTICLE%2024C%20Interior%20Designers.pdf
http://www.rld.state.nm.us/boards/Interior_Design.aspx
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/id/article161.htm
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/id/interiorlic.htm
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/id/interiorlic.htm
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/id/interiorlic.htm
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/id/interiorlic.htm
https://www.ok.gov/Architects/Act_&_Rules/index.html
https://www.ok.gov/Architects/
https://www.ok.gov/Architects/
https://www.ok.gov/Architects/
https://www.ok.gov/Architects/
https://www.ok.gov/Architects/
https://www.ok.gov/Architects/
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=9a0f54a5-2b98-4884-90ae-63d88f9e8b70&nodeid=AAWACFAABAAF&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAW%2FAAWACF%2FAAWACFAAB%2FAAWACFAABAAF&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+2235.+License+application&config=00JABkODU1MGI4OC1hMmRkLTQ2MGYtOGY1NS03YjVjOWM4YjJlZjAKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d0HiKld62itjBDGzN8H7lV&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5CFX-2TN1-66SD-80P1-00008-00&ecomp=k357kkk&prid=b22eb571-ed1a-429c-87fb-035f34620056
https://www.tn.gov/lawsandpolicies/laws-a-c/laws-architects-engineers/interior-designers-title-registration-act.html
https://www.tn.gov/commerce/regboards/architects-engineers.html
https://www.tn.gov/commerce/regboards/architects-engineers.html
https://www.tn.gov/commerce/regboards/architects-engineers.html
https://www.tbae.texas.gov/Content/documents/LawsEnforcement/InteriorDesignRules.pdf
https://www.tbae.texas.gov/
https://www.tbae.texas.gov/
https://www.tbae.texas.gov/
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Yes

1990 - Code

. Certificate /
Jurisdiction Llcer.lse Registration Year Enacted Relevant Department /
Required . Board
Required
designer’ or ‘licensed
interior designer’ 2009)
49. U.S. Virgin Islands No information available / unable to verify
2016 — Does not require
that a person obtain a
state certification as a
‘state certified Division of
50. Utah Yes commercial interior Occupational &
designer’ to engage inan | Professional Licensing
activity traditionally
performed by an interior
designer.
51. Vermont Does not regulate Interior Designers
Board for Architects,
Professional Engineers,
52. Virginia Land Surveyors,

Certified Interior
Designers & Landscape
Architects

53. Washington

54. West Virginia

Does not regulate Interior Designers

55. Wisconsin

Yes

1996 - Statute

Department of Safety
& Professional Services

56. Wyoming

Does not regulate Interior Designers



https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title58/Chapter86/C58-86_2016051020160510.pdf
https://dopl.utah.gov/id/index.html
https://dopl.utah.gov/id/index.html
https://dopl.utah.gov/id/index.html
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title54.1/chapter4/section54.1-414/
http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/Boards/APELS/
http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/Boards/APELS/
http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/Boards/APELS/
http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/Boards/APELS/
http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/Boards/APELS/
http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/Boards/APELS/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/440/X/96
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Professions/InteriorDesigner/Default.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Professions/InteriorDesigner/Default.aspx
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