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Downtown

Main Street District
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The tract for downtown, originally 79 acres, was donated primarily by the area's largest landowner at the time, Judge Mitchell King of Flat Rock and Charleston, South Carolina; To beautify the landscape and encourage property sales, Judge King had rows of trees planted along Main Street from the courthouse north to Fourth Avenue. King also specified that Main Street be 100 feet wide so that "a carriage and four horses could turn around without backing. This was around 1840, following on the heals of the creation of Henderson County in 1838 from Buncombe.
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Main Street MSD 
Created on December 30th, 1975. 
District established to provide streetscape improvements within the district.
Implementation driven by changing retail trends and concerns about a competing retail
Lead to the formation of the Mayor’s Committee for the Revitalization of Downtown &
Implementation of the original serpentine streetscape pattern.
District was expanded one block south in 2006 to implement the serpentine design in that block.
Original 6 blocks refurbished from 2008 to 2013.


Downtown
7th Avenue District
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In 1879 Henderson County landed the railroad. Located at the corner of Maple and 7th Avenue (rte. 64 at the time), this became the gateway district for the downtown with the city’s downtown growing toward it’s location along Main Street and 7th Avenue. This period of Golden Age growth at the turn of the century and into the 20’s gave us much of what we think of as “Downtown Hendersonville” today.
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7th Avenue MSD
Created July 1st, 1998.
To provide streetscape improvements alongside additional promotional activities within the district. (district improvements)
District was expanded in July 2015.
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City taxes generate $7.7 million
Downtown Main Street generates just shy of $250,000
Downtown 7th Avenue generates just over $17,000
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District Management
Overseen through the Downtown Economic Development Office. 
Services in the district are provided via a combination of city employees and private contractors.

An example of how the city manages public and private services in the district include
Hanging baskets which are
Started off-site and installed by a private contractor, but
Maintained (watered) throughout the summer by the public works department
to 
Festivals and events managed by the downtown economic development staff in concert with public and private sector help.


MSD Advisory Committees
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Downtown Economic Development Office is guided by
City Council appointed Advisory Committees. 
Committees include downtown stakeholders, 
i.e. business owners, employees or property owners from inside the district in question. 
committees meet monthly with staff to review progress on an annual work plan provide feedback and guidance on on-going projects and review other district specific issues as needed.
Committees are integral in providing feedback for short and long term planning efforts.
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Committees develop an annual work plan 
provides staff, stakeholders and volunteers who work with the MSD’s the active priorities of the districts. 
City uses this information to annually update and review the Capital Improvement Plan, 
Capital project prioritization within the Downtown Main Street and Downtown 7th Avenue districts are developed for the specific district needs.
Finally City has also developed a city-wide 2030 comprehensive plan 
with long-term goals for both the Main Street and 7th Avenue MSD’s. 
includes long-term goal for a Downtown Master Plan to be implemented, alongside a variety of other goals related to maintaining the character of the districts and enhancing the vibrancy of each.
A separate audit of the Main Street MSD and 7th Avenue MSD funds are provided during our annual citywide audit effort.



District Support

We have chosen to expand our
business into adjacent storefronts
twice. The downtown
atmosphere attracts customers
year round, and year after

year. The cohesive and attractive
downtown is a major draw for
every business here.

Matt Johnes — Owner

Hannah Flanagan’s Irish Pub &
Restaurant

16 years in downtown
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The final two question related to how allowing property owners to petition for removal from the district; 1) have any effect on the MSD and 2) if they did remove themselves would the properties still receive the benefits.

The answer to the two questions is interlinked. We feel it would create an equity imbalance that would negatively impact the district as it would be very difficult to prevent a property owner or business owner who was removed from the district from receiving a majority of the benefits associated with the district, without negatively impacting adjacent property & business owners who remain within the district. A majority of the services within the district are provided on a district wide basis and not targeted to individual properties.

The ability to petition for removal would also impact the long range and capital improvement planning conducted by the Advisory Committees and City Council as fluctuations in resources would be difficult to pin down.

To close we wanted to share what some of our downtown businesses have to say about their experiences within the districts that we hope will further illuminate the shared benefit the MSD investments have on the districts.



District Support

The planters and plazas make it a
family friendly atmosphere and lam a
big time supporter of those efforts.

Barbara Hughes — Owner
Narnia Studios
21 years in downtown
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District Support

The downtown beautification along
Main Street continues to be a
significant draw for locals and
visitors; consequently, increasing the
number of customers dining with us.
Events such as Rhythm & Brews
further impact the opportunities for
extended hours of operation and
additional staffing.

Sue Green— Owner
The Green Room Cafe
4 years in downtown
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District Support

| have been fortunate enough to have
received a Facade Grant for cosmetic
upgrades on a building dating back to
1921. It's the only 4 sided building on
our Main St and had huge potential. It
took vision and the pursuit of a
Facade Grant offered by the city to
make the up-fit possible. There was
investment, followed by the Facade
Grant that made it possible to
complete a well thought out cosmetic
restoration. The building has been
well documented and literally grown
our Main St by another block, added
additional character and improving
the visitors experience on Main St.

Mark Ray— Owner
Dad’s Collectibles
5 years in downtown
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District Support

One of my best and most frequent
customer’s first visited my store five
years ago and has visited reqularly,
recently purchasing a home in the
community. She returned to my store
to celebrate with us immediately
after closing on the property. Our
downtown has become an integral
part of her daily life, a story not
uncommon in our community.

Caroline Gunther — Owner
WAG!A Unique Pet Boutique
6 years in downtown



District Support

Our Downtown is cohesive unit and has
a distinct visual appeal. As a result, we
are able offer an enticing hometown
experience, which is alluring to visitors
and locals alike. Our buildings/
storefronts are full; our sidewalks are
bustling; and our blooms are well
manicured. From a retail standpoint,
there is nowhere else within our
community that can offer the
pedestrian appeal, safety, or esthetic
the MSD has afforded Downtown
Hendersonville. To repeat a very
important point: safe. Both in
perception and in reality.

Candi Guffey — Owner
Scarlet—Women'’s Clothing Boutique
Hendersonville Native

3 years in downtown
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District Support

The funding has been a blessing to us
over the years to help keep our
planters beautiful and ever changing
with the seasons. | am very grateful
that the MSD has been put and kept
in place for so many years. We have a
beautiful, pristine main street that
may not be with out the help of the
MSD funding. As a business owner we
rely heavily on our tourism traffic and
our beautiful well landscaped main
street and planters bring them back
again and again year after year.

Patty Adamic— Owner
Mike’s On Main
22 years in downtown



District Support

| was part of the founding group that
f\)/letitioned the City to implement an

SD along 7th Avenue. Our District
was in decline and needed a major
| | _ investment of ideas and moneyto turn

i - R it around. Our group understood that

A ' raising funds through the MSD, which
e C , would complimentinvestment from the
-.QI City, was our best prospect for the
- funding necessary to revitalize our area
of the City. With this funding we have
made improvements to the ~
streetscape, provided incentives for
business and property owners to invest
in our District, and hosted successful
events in our area to showcase the
changes that have occurred. By
improving the District we have seen a
direct positive impact to our business
by attracting new customers. We also
hear positive feedback about the
improvements from our customers.

Carson Carlton — Owner
CityTire
64 years in downtown
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