March 27, 2009

S 1045. AMEND SENTENCING/DRUG VIOLATIONS. Filed 3/26/09. TO AMEND THE LAW
REGARDING THE SENTENCE THAT MAY BE IMPOSED ON CERTAIN PERSONS
CONVICTED OF A DRUG TRAFFICKING OFFENSE.

Amends GS 90-95(h)(5) to allow a judge to put a defendant convicted of a drug trafficking
offense on probation if the judge finds in the record that the defendant has no prior convictions
involving serious bodily harm, no prior felony drug convictions, and did not possess a firearm
during the commission of the offense (retains current “substantial assistance” exception to the
mandatory active sentence for drug trafficking convictions). Makes technical and conforming
changes. Allows persons sentenced before effective date of the act to petition court for re-
sentencing under the new provision. Effective December 1, 2009.
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