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H 1836. AUTHORIZE APPOINTMENT/GAL/ATTY/CUSTODY. Filed 5/18/10. AUTHORIZING 
THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN AD LITEM OR AN ATTORNEY FOR THE MINOR 
CHILD IN ACTIONS FOR CUSTODY OR VISITATION, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE HOUSE 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON CIVIL CUSTODY GUARDIANS.  

Enacts GS 50-13.1(j) to allow the chief district court judge in any judicial district to adopt 
local rules authorizing the appointment of a guardian ad litem (GAL) or attorney in child custody 
and visitation cases. Restricts district court judges from appointing these positions in the absence 
of the chief district court judge’s adoption of rules. Provides guidelines for local rules adopted 
under this act. Allows a court to appoint a GAL or attorney without the parties’ consent only if the 
court finds the parties have the ability to pay or if pro bono services are available. Applies to 
custody a visitation proceeding initiated on or after October 1, 2010. 
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