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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2007

SENATE DRS35335-LL-193 (03/13)

Short Title: DOC Reentry Funds. (Public)

Sponsors:  Senator Atwater.

Referred to:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO ESTABLISH A COMPETITIVE GRANT
PROGRAM FOR LOCAL COMMUNITIES TO DEVELOP PROPOSALS FOR
EFFECTIVE PRISONER REENTRY AND TRANSITION BACK INTO THE
COMMUNITY, TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO INCREASE ACCESS TO
SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES IN THE STATE PRISON SYSTEM, AND TO
DIRECT THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION TO STUDY METHODS FOR
INCREASING INMATES' ACCESS TO EDUCATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL
TRAINING AND INCREASING PARTICIPATION IN WORK RELEASE
PROGRAMS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. There is appropriated from the General Fund to the
Department of Correction the sum of five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) for the
2007-2008 fiscal year to establish a competitive grant program for local communities to
develop proposals for programs to provide for effective prisoner reentry and transition
back into the community. The maximum amount of each grant shall be one hundred
twenty-five thousand dollars ($125,000), and all grants shall be awarded by February 1,
2008. The Department shall report the results of this grant program to the Joint
Legislative Corrections, Crime Control, and Juvenile Justice Oversight Committee and
the Chairs of the House of Representatives and Senate Appropriations Subcommittees
on Justice and Public Safety by March 1, 2008.

SECTION 2. There is appropriated from the General Fund to the
Department of Correction the sum of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) for the
2007-2008 fiscal year to increase access to substance abuse services in the State prison
system with a full continuum of care throughout incarceration by providing 35
residential beds at a medium custody prison facility.
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SECTION 3. The Department of Correction shall study methods for (i)
increasing inmates' access to educational and vocational training opportunities at all
State prison facilities and (ii) increasing the number of work release slots at minimum
security prisons. The Department shall report the results of its study to the Joint
Legislative Corrections, Crime Control, and Juvenile Justice Oversight Committee and
the Chairs of the House of Representatives and Senate Appropriations Subcommittees
on Justice and Public Safety by May 1, 2008.

SECTION 4. This act becomes effective July 1, 2007.
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