March 15, 2005

H 633. ELECTRONIC COURT FILING. TO AUTHORIZE THE USE OF ELECTRONIC FILING IN
THE TRIAL COURTS OF NORTH CAROLINA. Amends Rule 5 of the NC Rules of Civil
Procedure to allow the Supreme Court to adopt rules and costs for filing by electronic means
(now, allows rules for filing by telefacsimile, but no rules have been adopted). Adds GS 7A-49.5 to
provide that the General Assembly authorizes the use of electronic filing in the courts of the State
and to authorize the Supreme Court to adopt rules governing electronic filing and associated
costs. Requires the rules to address the waiver of electronic fees for indigents. Allows the
Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) to contract with a vendor to provide electronic filing, but
the costs for hardware and software may not be paid for with State funds. Requires funds AOC
receives from vendor, other than statutory court costs, to be deposited in the Court Technology
Fund. Applies to all matters filed with the courts on or after the date that the Supreme Court
adopts rules of electronic filings.

Intro. by Tolson.
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