April 3, 2003

S 846. SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS. ENCOURAGING THE USE OF SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS AND
PROHIBITING ORDINANCES, COVENANTS, AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS THAT UNREASONABLY
RESTRICT THE INSTALLATION OR USE OF SUCH SYSTEMS. Creates new Chapter 113C (Solar Energy) and
GS 113C-1 establishing the policy of the state to promote and encourage the use of solar energy, and to remove
obstacles that discourage or prevent its use. Prohibits restrictive laws or covenants as title indicates. Requires
equal treatment for solar energy systems in approval process. Provides civil penalties for violation, and defines
key terms.

Intro. by Gulley.

Ref. to | GS 113C |

April 23, 2003
S 846. SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS. Intro. 4/3/03. Senate committee substitute makes the following changes to
1st edition. Makes technical changes only.

April 28, 2003

S 846. SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS. Intro. 4/3/03. Senate amendment makes the following changes to 2nd
edition. (1) Substitutes “thirty percent” for “twenty percent” in the definition of “significantly” in proposed new GS
113C-1(b)(1). (2) Defines “solar energy system” as “ a device for the collection, storage, conversion, and
distribution of solar energy for space heating or cooling, water heating, or electricity generation.” (3) Adds new
section (d) providing that local ordinances and covenants, restrictions, and conditions contained in deeds,
contracts, security agreements or other instruments affecting the transfer or sale of any real property or interest in
real property may require a solar energy system to conform to the architectural standards of the neighborhood in
which the real property is located. (4) Changes effective date from enactment to Oct. 1, 2003.



