April 5, 2001

S 1049. DISCOUNT CARD PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT. TO CREATE THE DISCOUNT CARD
PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT. Defines “discount card” as any card or membership issued by a
merchant to a customer that requires the customer to supply personal information (as defined by
the bill) in exchange for discounts or other benefits. Prohibits a merchant from disclosing the
personal information to any other person without the written authorization of the customer.
Authorizes Attorney General to investigate complaints alleging violations of the Act and, if a
violation is found, to bring an action for civil penalties or other appropriate relief. Authorizes a
customer whose information is disclosed in violation of the Act to bring an action to enjoin further
violations, and/or an action under GS Ch. 75 (unfair trade practices), and to recover a minimum of
$500 for each violation. Effective Oct. 1, 2001.
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