March 8, 2001

S 372. LATER PRIMARY. TO PROVIDE FOR A LATER PRIMARY DATE SO AS TO REDUCE
THE LENGTH OF CAMPAIGNS, AND TO PLACE THE PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY CLOSE TO
THOSE OF OTHER SOUTHERN STATES. Amends GS 163-1 to shift primary for general
elections from May to first Tuesday in August, and makes corresponding changes to statutes
dealing with other parts of election schedule (deadlines for filing as candidate, establishing a new
party, establishing write-in candidacy, etc). Provides that local school board members now
elected in May primary to serve term beginning in July will take office in October and terms of
existing board members extended to that date when terms expire in July 2002 or 2004. Moves
presidential preference primary from May to second Tuesday in March. Effective Jan. 1, 2002.
Intro. by Thomas.
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