February 22, 2001

S 215. PREKINDERGARTEN PROG. AT-RISK CHILDREN. TO ESTABLISH A
PREKINDERGARTEN PROGRAM TO ENSURE THAT ALL CHILDREN HAVE AN
OPPORTUNITY TO SUCCEED IN KINDERGARTEN. Directs the Dep't of Public Instruction to
establish Planning Task Force for the Development of a Prekindergarten Program. Program is for
four-years olds who are potentially at risk of not being ready for kindergarten. Sets out
components of program including emphasis on parental and family involvement, standards for
grants to program providers, standards for minimum teacher qualifications, and program
evaluation. Requires task force to make recommendations to State Board of Education (SBE) by
March 1, 2002, and requires SBE to recommend legislation to Regular 2002 Session of the
General Assembly. Appropriates $250,000 for 2001-02 from General Fund to SBE to implement
act. Effective July 1, 2001.

Intro. by Rucho.
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