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A BILL TO BEENTITLED
AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR UTILITY COSTS FOR COMMUNITY
COLLEGES LOCATED IN LOW-WEALTH COUNTIES.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Department of
Community Colleges the sum of eleven million four hundred seventy-nine thousand eight
hundred fifty-three dollars ($11,479,853) for the 1999-2000 fiscal year and the sum of
eleven million four hundred seventy-nine thousand eight hundred fifty-three dollars
($11,479,853) for the 2000-2001 fiscal year to provide funds for utilities in community
colleges and community college satellites located in low-wealth counties.

These funds shall be available to a county only if:

(1)  The county opts to receive funds under this section;

(2) A community college or community college satellite located in the
county can show capital needs demonstrated by a total space needs
assessment;

(3)  The county sets aside in a capital account an equal amount of money
that would otherwise be used for utilities; and
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(4) The county is a low-wealth county. The State Board of Community
Colleges shall use the formula used by the State Board of Education to
distribute supplemental public school funds in low-wealth counties to
determine whether a county is a low-wealth county. A county is a low-
wealth county if, under that formula, the county's wealth is less than one
hundred percent (100%) of the State average wealth.

The funds a county receives under this act and the matching amount that it sets
aside in a capital account pursuant to this act shall be used only for the construction,
reconstruction, enlargement, improvement, repair, or renovation of community college
buildings and for the purchase of land for community college buildings. As used in this
act, "community college buildings” only includes facilities for individual community
colleges or community college satellites that are used for instructional and related
purposes and does not include centralized administration, maintenance, or other facilities.

Section 2. This act becomes effective July 1, 1999.
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