GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
1995 SESSION

CHAPTER 191
SENATE BILL 154

AN ACT TO INCREASE THE MINIMUM PROPERTY DAMAGE AMOUNT FOR A
REPORTABLE MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT AND TO RESOLVE
INCONSISTENCIES IN THE LAW CONCERNING ACCIDENT REPORTS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. G.S. 20-4.01 is amended by adding a new subdivision to read:
"(33b) Reportable Accident. — An accident or collision involving a motor
vehicle that results in either of the following:
Death or injury of a human being.
Total property damage of one thousand dollars ($1,000) or

[l

more."
Sec. 2. G.S. 20-166.1 reads as rewritten:
"§ 20-166.1. Reports and investigations required in event of eellision—accident.
(a)  Notice of A001dent — The drlver of a Vehlcle 1nv01ved ina eelrhﬁeﬂ—resa}tmg

hm&d%ed—éel—k&rs—@é@@—@@)—er—me%&s—h&ﬂ—reportable accndent must 1mmed1ately, by the
qu1ckest means of commumcatlon gw&net}e%ef—notlfy the eelrhﬁeh—te—th%leeal—pehee

enforcement agency of the acmdent If the accident occurred in a c1ty or town, the

appropriate agency is the police department of the city or town. If the accident occurred

outside a city or town, the appropriate agency is the State Highway Patrol or the

sheriff's office or other qualified rural police of the county where the accident occurred.
(b)  Insurance Verification. —Fhe-When requested to do so by the Division, the

drlver of aﬁy—a vehicle 1nvolved n a ee%hs&eﬂ—fesu}&&g—m—mﬁﬂsﬁe—er—death—ef—aﬂy

er—mef%shalrl—reportable aceldent must furnlsh proof of ﬁnan01al f%S-pOﬂS-l—b-l—l—H-y—eﬁ—fO{—mS

preseribed-by-the Diviston-—responsibility.

(c)  Parked Vehicle. Netwithstandingany—otherprovisions—ofthisseection,—the
The driver of any-a motor vehicle whieh-that collides with another motor vehicle left

parked or unattended on any-street-er-a highway of this State shal-within48-hevrs-must
report the collision to the owner of sueh-the parked or unattended motor vehicle. Sueh
repert-shal-This requirement applies to an accident that is not a reportable accident as
well as to one that is a reportable accident. The report may be made orally or in writing,
must be made w1th1n 48 hours of the acmdent and must 1nclude the tﬂﬁ%dat%aﬁd—plr&ee

he-following:




The time, date, and place of the accident.
The driver's name, address, and drivers license number.

LRE

The registration plate number of the vehicle being operated by the
drlver at the tlme of the eel-l-rs*eﬂ—&nd—saeh—fepe{:t—ma-y—b%efa-l—er—m

accident.

If the driver makes a written report to the owner of the parked or unattended vehicle
and the report is not given to the owner at the scene of the accident, the report must be
sent to the owner by certified mail, return receipt requested, and a copy of suehrepert
shall-be - transmitted-to-the North-Carolina Division-of Motor Vehielesthe report must
be sent to the Division.

%W%%%W%%@P%%%@H@M&—M%The approprlate law

enforcement agency must investigate a reportable accident. A law-enforcement officer

who investigates a—eolliston—as—required—by—this—subseetion,—a reportable accident,
whether the-investigationis-made-at the scene of the eelistonaccident or by subsequent

1nvest1gat10ns and interviews, shaH—w&hm—Z4—he&Ps—&fter—eempletm-g—th%m¥esﬁgaﬂeﬂ—

within 24 hours of the accident and must forward it as required by this subsection. The

report must contain information on financial responsibility for the vehicle driven by the
person whom the officer identified as at fault for the accident.
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If the officer writing the report is a member of the State Highway Patrol, the officer
must forward the report to the Division. If the officer is not a member of the State
Highway Patrol, the officer must forward the report to the local law enforcement agency
for the area where the accident occurred. A local law enforcement agency that receives
an accident report must forward it to the Division within 10 days after receiving the
report.

When any-a person #velved-injured in an-autemobie-colisionshall-die-a reportable
accident dies as a result of said—eoliston—within—aperiod—of-the accident within 12
months felewingsatd-colliston;-and-such-after the accident and the death shallnethave
been—was not reported in the original report, #—shall-be—theduty—ofinvestigating
enforeement-officersto-the law enforcement officer investigating the accident must file
a supplemental report settingforth-the-death-of sueh-person—that includes the death.

() Medical Personnel. —Every—personholdingthe—offiece oA county medical
examiner #—this—State—shall-must report to the Division the death of any person as—a
result—of—a—colliston—invelving—a—moter—vehiele—in a reportable accident and the
circumstances of the eelliston—withinfrve-daysfoleowingsuch-death—Everyaccident.

The medical examiner must file the report within five days after the death. A hospital
shall-must notify the medical examiner of the county in which the eeHisten-accident
occurred of the death within the hospital of any person who dies as a result of injuries

apparently sustained in a eeHisten-invelvingameotor-vehtele—reportable accident.
(g)  Repealed by Session Laws 1987, c. 49.

(h) Forrns — The Drvrsron shall—prepar%and—shaﬂ—&pen—req&est—sappl{y—te—pehee

er—&pﬁreved—by—th%];wrsren—must prov1de forms to persons requlred to make reports

under this section and the reports must be made on the forms provided. The forms must
ask for the following information about a reportable accident:

(1)  The cause of the accident.

(2) The conditions existing at the time of the accident.

(3)  The persons and vehicles involved.

(1) Effect of Report. %H—eemﬁeﬁeperts—memdmg—s&pp}emental—repeﬁs—abeve

i : e-A report of an
accident made under th1s sectlon by a person Who 1S not a law enforcement officer is

without prejudice—and-shall-be-prejudice, is for the use of the P+wiston-Division, and
shall not be used in any manner as evidence, or for any other purpose in any trial, civil

or criminal, arising out of such-eelision—exeept-that-the DPrvision—shal-furnish—upen
demand—of-any—eourt-the accident. Any other report of an accident made under this
section may be used in any manner as evidence, or for any other purpose, in any trial,
civil or criminal, as permitted under the rules of evidence. At the demand of a court, the
Division must give the court a properly executed certificate stating that a particular
eoliston—accident report has or has not been filed with the Division solely to prove a
compliance with this section.

Senate Bill 154 S.L. 1995-191 Page 3



The reports made by Staterettyv-ofcomnty-pohiecand-medical-oxaminers—but-no-other
reperts—required—under—thisseetion,—shall-be-—subjeetto—the—persons who are not law

enforcement officers or medical examiners are not public records. The reports made by
law enforcement officers and medical examiners are public records and are open to

1nspect10n ef—membefs—ef—b the general pubhc at all reasonable %Hﬁes—aﬁd—‘eh%DMﬁeﬁ

eerS}eﬂ—fepefts—fer—e#ﬁel-al—as%tlmes The DlVlSlOIl must give a certified copy of one

of these reports to a member of the general public who requests a copy and pays the fee
set in G. S 20- 42

mefeLﬁceq&en{—m{ewals—mav perlodlcally pubhsh statlstlcal 1nf0rmat10n on_motor motor
vehicle accidents based thereen—as—to—thenumber—ecause—andlocation—of highway
collistons:

Based-upen-its—findings-atter-analysis;the-on information in accident reports. The
Division may conduct furtherneeessary—detailed research to determine more fully the
cause and control of highway—eelistons—It—accidents and may further—conduct
experimental field tests within areas of the State from time to time to prove the
practicability of various ideas advanced in traffic control and eeHisten—accident
prevention.

(k)  Punishment. — A violation of any provision of this section is a ESass—2
misdemeanor—misdemeanor of the Class set in G.S. 20-176."

Sec. 3. G.S. 20-179(d)(3) reads as rewritten:

"(3) Negligent driving that led to an-aeetdent-eausingpropertydamage—in
exeess ol five hundred  doHars (5300.00) or personal injury. a
reportable accident."

Sec. 4. G.S. 20-279.4 is repealed.

Sec. 5. G.S. 20 279 S(a) reads as rewritten:
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ag&r—&st—eaeh—eperater—er—e“mer—When the D1V1s10n receives a report of a reportable

accident under G.S. 20-166.1, the Commissioner must determine whether the owner or
driver of a vehicle involved in the accident must file security under this Article and, if
so, the amount of security the owner or driver must file. The Commissioner must make
this determination at the end of 20 days after receiving the report."

Sec. 6. G.S. 20-279.11 reads as rewritten:
"§ 20-279.11. Matters not to be evidence in civil suits.

Neither the repertrequired-by-G-S5—20-279-4-information on financial responsibility

contained in an accident report, the action taken by the Commissioner pursuant to this

Article, the findings, if any, of the Commissioner upon which sueh-the action is based,
or the security filed as provided in this Article shall be referred to in any way, nor be
any evidence of the negligence or due care of either party, at the trial of any action at
law to recover damages."

Sec. 7. G.S. 20-279.31 reads as rewritten:
"§ 20-279.31. Other violations; penalties.

(a) F&ﬂ&r&teﬁepeﬂ—ma—aeeréem—as—req&&ed—m—G—S—zW—m—a—GlasH

fepert—has—been—ﬁa}ed—aﬂd—fer—saeh—f&rtheereport a reportable accrdent as requlred by

G.S. 20-166.1, until the Division receives a report and for an additional period nette-set
by the Commissioner. The additional period may not exceed 30 days—as—the
Commissioner-may-fix—days.

(b)  Any person who gtves—does any of the following commits a Class 1
misdemeanor:

(1)  Gives information required in a report er-otherwise-asprovidedfor-in
G5—20-2794of a reportable accident, knowing or having reason to
believe that—sueh—the information is false;—er—who—shallforge—os;
witheut-autherttysignfalse.

(2) Forges or without authority signs any evidence of proof of financial
responstbility;-er-whe-filesresponsibility.

(3) Files or offers for filing any sweh—evidence of proof of financial
responsibility, knowing or having reason to believe that it is forged or
signed without autherityiseguilty-efa-ClassHmisdemeanor—authority.

(c)  Any person willfully failing to return a license as required in G.S. 20-279.30
is guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor.

(c1) Any person who makes a false affidavit or knowingly swears or affirms
falsely to any matter under G.S. 20-279.5, 20-279.6, or 20-279.7 is guilty of a Class |
felony.

(d)  Any person who shall violate any provision of this Article for which no
penalty is otherwise provided is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor."

Sec. 8. G.S. 20-42(b) reads as rewritten:
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"(b) The Commissioner and officers of the Division designated by the
Commissioner may prepare under the seal of the Division and deliver upon request a

certified copy of any document of the D+viston—ehargingafee—ef-Division for a fee.

The fee for a document, other than an accident report under G.S. 20-166.1, is five
dollars ($5-00)fer-each-document—eertified—($5.00). The fee for an accident report is
four dollars ($4.00). A certified copy shall be admissible in any proceeding in any court
in like manner as the original thereof, without further certification. The certification fee
does not apply to a document furnished to—State—officials—or-to—county,—munieipal,—or
court-offictalsof this-State-for official use—use to a judicial official or to an official of
the federal government, a state government, or a local government."

Sec. 9. This act becomes effective January 1, 1996, and applies to accidents
and offenses occurring on or after that date.

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 7th day of June,

1995.

Dennis A. Wicker
President of the Senate

Harold J. Brubaker
Speaker of the House of Representatives
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