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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 1 
AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT PRESCRIPTION DRUG LABELS CONTAIN THE 2 

EXPIRATION OR DISPOSAL DATE OF THE MEDICATION. 3 
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 4 

Section 1. G.S. 90-85.29 reads as rewritten: 5 
"§ 90-85.29. Prescription label. 6 

The prescription label of every drug product dispensed shall contain the brand name 7 
of any drug product dispensed, or in the absence of a brand name, the established name. 8 
The prescription drug label of every drug product dispensed shall: 9 

(1) Contain the discard date when dispensed in a container other than the 10 
manufacturer's original container.  The discard date shall be the earlier 11 
of one year from the date dispensed or from the manufacturer's 12 
expiration date, whichever is earlier, and 13 

(2) Not obscure the expiration date and storage statement when the 14 
product is dispensed in the manufacturer's original container. 15 

As used in this section, 'expiration date' means the expiration date printed on the 16 
original manufacturer's container, and 'discard date' means the date after which the drug 17 
product dispensed in a container other than the original manufacturer's container shall 18 
not be used.  Nothing in this section shall impose liability on the dispensing pharmacist 19 
or the prescriber for damages related to or caused by a drug product that loses its 20 
effectiveness prior to the expiration or disposal date displayed by the pharmacist or 21 
prescriber." 22 

Sec. 2. This act becomes effective January 1, 1994. 23 


