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PREFACE

The Legislative Research Commission, established by Article 68 of Chapter 120 of the

General Statutes, is the general purpose study group in the Legislative Branch of State

Government. The Commission is cochaired by the Speaker of the House and the President Pro

Tempore of the Senate and has five additional members appointed from each house of the

General Assembly. Among the Commission's duties is that of making or causing to be made,

upon the direction of the General Assembly, "such studies of and investigations into

govemmental agencies and institutions and matters of public policy as .will aid the General

Assembly in performing its duties in the most efficient and effective manner" (G.S. 120-

30.17(1).

The Legislative Research Commission, prompted by actions during the 1998 Session and

1999 Sessions, has undertaken studies of numerous subjects. These studies were grouped into

broad categories and each member of the Commission was given responsibilrty for one category

of study. The Cochairs of the Legislative Research Commission, under the authority of G.S.

120-30.10(b) and (c), appointed committees consisting of members of the General Assembly and

the public to conduct the studies. Cochairs, one from each house of the General Assembly, were

designated for each committee.

The study of the regulation of nondepository trust companies and the authorization of

family trust companies was authorized by Section 2.1(l)i. of Part II of Chapter 395 of the 1999

Session Laws (Regular Session, lggg). Part II of Chapter 395 allows for studies authorized by

that Part for the Legislative Research Commission to consider Senate Bill 940 in determining the

nature, scope and aspects of the study. Section I of Senate Bill 940 reads in part "If the
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Commission undertakes the study, it may examine (1) the extent to which nonresident bank and

trust companies may engage in the trust business in North Carolina; (2) the feasibility of granting

resident trust companies the authority to engage in an interstate trust business; and (3) whether or

not there should be authority to organize and operate a family trust company." The relevant

portions of Chapter 395 and Senate Bill 940 are included in Appendix A.

The Legislative Research Commission authorized this study under authority of G.S. 120-

30.17(1) and grouped this study in its Government Regulation Grouping area under the direction

of Senator Ed Wanen. The Committee was chaired by Senator Ed Warren and Representative

Henry M. Michaux, Jr. The full membership of the Committee is listed in Appendix B of this

report. A committee notebook containing the committee minutes and all information presented

to the committee will be filed in the Legislative Library by the end of the 1999-2000 biennium.
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COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS

First Meeting - March 20,2000

At its organizational meeting on March 20,2000,the Nondepository Trust Companies and

Family Trust Companies Study Committee first reviewed its study charge. Three main areas

were identified as needing study:

(1) The extent to which nonresident bank and trust companies may engage in the trust

business in North Carolina;

(2) The feasibility of granting resident trust companies the authority to engage in an

interstate trust business; and

(3) Whether or not there should be authority to organize and operate a family trust

company.

Hal Lingerfelt Commissioner of Banks, addressed the Committee and gave an overview of

the proposed legislation. He explained that North Carolina cunently has several nondepository trust

companies that have been operating very successfrrlly in fiUing avery imporiant market need to the

citizens ofthe State. Commissioner Lingerfelt said that the purpose for requesting new legislation was

to clariff the statutory authority for those trust cornpanies and to assist them in better reporting their

activities to the Banking Commission. Under curent law, a nondepository trust company is created as

a bank whose charter limits its activities to trust matters. While nuny of the laws applicable to a

deposit-taking institution also apply to nondepository trust companies, many of the other provisions

only apply to banks and constitute an unnecessary burden for a trust company. For these reasons, the

Commissioner is recommending that these trust companies be looked at as the unique entity that they

are. Applicable rules, regulations, and the law itself need to be addressed to the activities that the trust

companies are actually engaging in.
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McNeil Chesfirut, Assistant Attomey General for Banking, was intoduced to summarize the

bill. Mr. Chestrut's summary of the proposed legislation is attached (Attachment 2). This bill is

based on a model act recommended by the national Conference of State Banking Supervisors. It has

been adopted in whole by 25 states and adopted in part to modify existing law in another 9 states.

Mr. Chestrut explained that this bill would shengthen and modemize the laws goveming trust

business on an interstate basis and provide express authority for the formation and regulatory

oversight of nonbank (nondepository) trust companies, including private trust companies, often

referred to as family tnrst companies.

Mr. Chestrut said that this proposed legislation had been sent for comment to the four existing

North Carolina tnrst companies and four North Carolina law firms that represent tust companies. The

bill has also been sent to the North Carolina Bankers Association for their review and comments.

Senator Warren indicated that with the Committee's consen! the staff would be asked to

prepare a draft report for the Committee's consideration that would recommend the adoption of the

proposed legislation by the 2000 Short Session.

Second Meeting - April 27 12000

The Committee held its final meeting on April 27,2000. The Committee reviewed and

approved its report to the Legislative Services Commission for the 2000 Short Session.
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FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

FINDINGS

During its meeting on the issue of regulation of nondepository trust companies and the

authorization of family trust companies, the Commiuee found that there were currently fow

banks in North Carolina whose charters limit their operation to nondepository trust activities and

at least two other entities in the process of being chartered as trust companies. Because there is

no specific law in North Carolina currently governing the creation and regulation of

nondepository trust companies other than as a bank, all existing trust companies are required to

comply with all the laws applicable to banks, including the reporting requirements applicable to

activities the trust companies do not engage in.

The Committee also found that a model act for the creation and regulation of trust

companies had been proposed by the national Conference of State Bank Supervisors. Twenty-

five states have already adopted the model act, and 9 other states adopted portions of the model

act to supplement their current laws so as to conform to the model act.

The Committee also found that while both State and federal law authorized interstate

branching and interstate banking, because North Carolina does not recognize trust companies

charter in other states as being qualified to do business in North Carolin4 North Carolina's trust

companies were prevented from doing business in other states. In order for North Carolina trust

companies to be able to do interstate trust business it will be necessary for North Carolina to

recognize and allow out-of-state trust companies to do business in this State under a reciprocal

arrangement with the home state of the out-of-state trust company.

The Committee found that by adoption of the model act the Commissioner of Banks would

have the necessary regulatory authority over trust companies, but these trust companies would

only have to comply with the law related to their trust business and not other banking regulations
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and laws that did not apply to their business operations. The Committee found that the

consumers of these trust companies' services would have the same protections as provided by

current law, but the regulatory requirements for the trust companies would be streamlined. The

Committee also found that North Carolina trust companies would benefit by being able to do

business on an interstate basis, and that the consuming public would benefit from out-of-state

fust companies being able to do business in North Carolina, without the investrnents of the

North Carolina consumers being placed at any greater risk.

RECOMMENDATION

That the General Assembly adopt the model Trust Company Act adopted by the national

Conference of State Banking Supervisors, as modified to conform to North Carolina law. (See

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL I at Appendix C).
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APPENDIX A

CHAPTER 395
1999 Session Laws (1999 Session)

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE STUDIES BY THE LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION, TO
CREATE VARIOUS STUDY COMMISSIONS, TO DIRECT STATE AGENCIES AND
LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS TO STUDY SPECIFIED
ISSUES, AND TO AMEND OTHER LAWS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

PART I.-----TITLE
Section 1. This act shall be known as "The Studies Act of 1999".

PART II. ---- -LEGI SLATIVE RESEARCH COMMI S SI ON
Section 2.1. The Legislative Research Commission may study the topics listed below. When

applicable, the bill or resolution that originally proposed the issue or study and the name of the sponsor
is listed. Unless otherwise specified, the listed bill or resolution refers to the measure introduced in the
1999 Regular Session of the 1999 General Assembly. The Commission may consider the original bill or
resolution in determining the nature, scope, and aspects of the study. The following groupings are for
reference only:

(1) Governmental Agency and Personnel Issues:

i. Regulation of nondepository trust companies and authorization of family trust companigg
(S.B.94 [9a0] Wanen).

Section 2.2. Committee Membership. -- For each Legislative Research Commission committee created
during the 1999-2001 biennium, the cochairs of the Legislative Research Commission shall appoint the
committee membership.

Section 2.3. Reporting Date. -- For each of the topics the Legislative Research Commission decides
to study under this Part or pursuant to G.S. 120-30.17(1), the Commission may report its findings,
together with any recommended legislation, to the 1999 General Assembly, 2000 Regular Session, or
the 2001 General Assembly.

Section 2.4. Funding. -- From the funds available to the General Assembly, the Legislative Services
Commission may allocate additional monies to frrnd the work of the Legislative Research Commission.

PART )CilII..----EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY
Section 23.1. Except as otherwise specifically provided, this act becomes effective July 1, lggg.

If a study is authorized both in this act and the Current Operations Appropriations Act of I999,the study
shall be implemented in accordance with the Current Operations Appropriations Act of 1999 as ratified.

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 21st day of July, 1999.



GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA

SESSION 1999

SENATE BILL 940

Short Title: Study Nondepository Trust Co. @ublic)

Apil 14, 1999

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION TO
STUDY TFM REGULATION OF NONDEPOSITORY TRUST COMPANIES AND

THE AUTHORZATION OF FAMILY TRUST COMPA}IIES.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. The Legislative Research Commission may study whether the General
Assembly should enact legislation to regulate nondepository trust companies. If the
Commission undertakes the study, it may examine:

(1) The extent to which nonresident bank and trust companies may engage in the
trust business in North Carolina;

(2) The feasibility of granting resident trust companies the authority to engage in
an interstate trust business; and

(3) Whether or not there should be authority to organize and operate a family trust
company.

Section 2. Thelegislative Research Commission, if it undertakes this study, may
make an interim report of its recommendations to the 2000 Regular Session of the 1999
General Assembly and a final report to the 2001 General Assembly.

Section 3. This act is efflective when it becomes law.
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APPENDIX B

NONDEPOSITORY TRUST COMPANIES AND

FAMTLY TRUST COMPAN|ES COMMTTTEE (LRC)

1999-2001

s.L. r999-s9s

Pro Tem's Appointments

Sen. Ed Warren, Cochair
l0l W. 14tr St., Suite 101

Greenville, NC 27834
252/758-1543

Sen. Kay Hagan
305 Meadowbrook Terrace
Greensboro, NC 27408
336/379-872r

Sen. Robert Rucho
400 Trafalgar Place
Matthews, NC 28105
704/364-3770

Sen. Larry Shaw
PO Box 1195
Fayetteville, NC 28302
910/323-5303

Sen. R.C. Soles, Jr.
PO Box 6
Tabor City, NC 28463
910/653-2015

Staff

Walker Reagan
Research Division
919/733-2578

Speaker's Appointments

Rep. Henry Michaux, Jr., Cochair
PO Box 2152
Durham, NC27702-21,52
919/596-8181

Rep. John Bridgeman
605 South New Hope Rd.
Gastoni4 NC 28054
7041868-4188

Rep. Walter Church, Sr.
PO Box 760
Valdese, NC 28690
828/874-2141

Rep. Edgar Starnes
1375 L.R. Boulevard. SE
Suite 104
Hickory, NC 28602
828/327-6s9s

Rep. Constance Wilson
T26Lartsdowne Rd.
Charlotte, NC 28270
704/364-2311

Clerk

Phyllis Porter
919/733-s745
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APPENDIX C
LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL I

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE CIIARTERING OF INDEPENDENT TRUST
COMPA}IIES AND TO PERMIT BANKS AND TRUST COMPANIES TO CONDUCT
A TRUST BUSINESS ON AN INTERSTATE BASIS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. The General Statutes ofNorth Carolina are amended by adding a
newArticle 23 of Chapter 53 to read as follows:

''ARTICLE 23

rrTrust Companies and Interstate Trust

"PART 1. Definitions

"$ 53-290. Definitions.

(a) Unless otherwise provided, the following terms shall apply throughout this
Article:

(1) - "A.ccopnt" means the client relationship established with a trust company
t-rrrrol't iog thr tr*rf"t of fundr or ptoprrty to th" t ort 

"o-p*y, 
itril rdioffi

the Fust com.pany acts as truFtee, executor, administrator, guardian, c@,
repqiver, regis{ar, or agent, but excluding a relationship in wfuch th
advisory capacity.

(2) "Act as a fiduciary" or "acting as a fiduciary', means to:
a. Accept or execute including to (i) act as trustee under a

I4tten agre.ement; (ii) receive money or other property in its captcity as trustee for
investnnent in real or personal property; (iii) act as trusiee and @
duties comTrlted or transfe{red to it by order of a court of competent.iurisdicti,ory (iv) act
p trust?? gf,the estate o r a minoi oi
mcapacltatecl person;

to order of a court of compbtent iurisdiction as
executor or qdminisFator of the estate of a deceased person or as a guardian oi
conservator for a minor or incapacitated person.

(3) .'Administer" with respect to real or tangible personal property
meals, 8s sn:lFent or in another representative capacity, to possess, purchase, sell, lease
or insure, safekeep, or otherwise manage the property.
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- - - (4) ."Affiliate" means a company that directly or indirectly conftols, is
controlled by, olis under common control with a trust institution or other company.

Lhgl.tlrg term "bapk" shall not include any "foreign bank" ii defined in 12 u-sc. $
ign bank organized under the laws of a territory of the United

Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands, the deposits of which
are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.

(6) "Bank supervisory agency" means:

r of the Currency, the Federal
Deryst=t InsTgpcg_Cplporation, the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System,
the Office of Thrift Supervision and any successor to these agencies

- - . - -(7) "Branch" with respect to a depository institution has the meaning
set forth in G.S. $ 53-1(la').

,, , (8) "Capital" means the sum of the par value of all issued and
outstanding shares of a State trust company.

(9) "_Charter" means a charter, license, or other authority issued by the

9?tTisionlt,o.ub *u
Irducrary rn tts home state.

10) *Client" means a to whom a trust institution owes a
obligation under a trust.or other account administered by the ffi an
advisor q[ 3l]ent, {eggqless_of whether the trust institution owes a fiduciary duty to the
person. The term incMes the noncontingent beneficiaries of m
_ _ . (11) "Commission" means the North Carolina State Banking
Commission.

"Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Banks for the State
ofNorth Carolina.

_ . (13) . "Company" includes a bank, trust company, corporation,
barhrership, association, business trust, or another trust.

_ _______L10 "Conservator" means the Commissioner or an agent of the
c

(15) "Control" means:

_ _ _ a. Ihe ownership of or ability or power to vote, directly,
actinF through one or more olher persons, or otherwise indirectly, more than twenty-five
percent (25%),of the outstanding shares of a class of voting securities of i State tust
company or other company;

, - - - . b. The ability to control the election of a majority of the
board of a State trust company or other comp

,", dir""tly o. irdir""tly, u rorrnollirrg
infllence 

=ove,r,the_ma+agement 
or policies of the State tru@mpany

as determined by the Commissioner after notice and an opportunity for hearing; or
.- -- -- - - d. .The conditioriing of the transfer of more than twenty-five

Percent (25olo) of the outstanding shares of a class of voting securities of a State trust
qompany o1=othel compqly on the tuansfer of more than twenty-frve peicent (250lo) of
thg outstanding shares of a class of voti"g r.*ifi.r of -oth *
other company.
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(16) "Depository institution" means any company chartered to act as a
fiduciary and included for any purpose within any of the defmitionJof "insured
depository institution" as set forth in 12 U.S.C. g 1813(cX2) and (3).

(17) "Equi8 capital" means the amount by which the total assets of a
State trust company exceed the total liabilities of the State trust company.

(18) "Equity securif" means:
a. Stock, other than adiustable rate preferred stock and money

market (auction rate) preferred stock;
b. A 

"ertifi.at" 
of irt"r.st or paftit

,
transferable share, investunent contract, voting-trust certifi cate;

, _ _ _ _ c. _ . A.sguri8iqr{frediately ggnvertible at the option of the
holdo *ithout puymert of 

"dby this subdivision;

_ _ _ d. __ - ,A. sgqurie'g?r_ry.ing a wanant or right to subscribe to or
purchase a security described by this subdivision; and

e. A certificate of interest or participation in, temporary or
i
evidences an exist

received, or otherwise in the possession or control of a trust company, whether in
physical or electromagnetic form; that is necessary to preserve information concerning an
act or event relevant to an account or a client of a trust company.

(20) "Foreign bank" means a foreign bank, as defined in section
1(b\(7) of the International Banking Act of 1978, chartered to act as a fiduciary in a state
ottrer than this State.

(21) "Hazardous condition" with respect to a trust company means:

. _ a. A refusal by the trust company to permit examination of its
books, papers, accounts, records, or affairs by the Commissioner;

Commissioner; or

". c. A circumstance or condition in which an unreasonable risk
of loss is threatened to clients or creditors of a trust company, excl@

circumstance or condition in which a trust company:

- -- . - _ .1. . Is gnable.or lacks the means to meet its current
obli.gations as they come due in the regular and ordinary course of business, even though
the book or fair market value of its assets may exceed its liabilities;

_ _ _ _ 2. . . Has qquity capital less than the amount of restricted
gapital.the trust company is required to maintain under G.S. $ 53-329, or the adequacy of
its equi8 capital is threatened, as detemrined under regulatory accounting principles;

_ _ _ . . 3, Has cgncentrate4.an excessive or unreasonable
portion of its assets in a particular type or character of investnent;

4. Violates or refuses to comply with this Article,
It

order of the Commissioner:
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5. Is in a condition that renders the continuation of a

6. Conducts business in an urisafe or unsound manner.
which includes, but is not limited to, conducting business with:

I. Inexperienced or inattentive management;

ry. Administration of assets that is notablv

V. Failure to adhere to sound administative
practrces;

v
sruments; or

VII. Engaging in self-dealing or evidencing
potential or actual conflicts of interest.

.att (i) with r"sp""t to u f"derally chartered trust
institution and a fo.eign bank, the state in which the

institution.

. (23) "Home state regulator" means the bank supervisory agency with
primary responsibility for chartering and supervising an out-of-state trust institution.
. _ . (24) "Host state" means a state, other than the home state of a trust
institution, or a foreign counfiry in which the trust institution maintains or seeks to acquire
or establish an office.

(25) "Insider" means:
Each director. officer, and principal shareholder of the trust

company;

- - - - - _ b. Any company controlled by a director, officer, or principal
shareholcler ot the trull_gompry, oI

a

company, whether or not the person has an official title or the officer is serving without
salary or compensation.

(26) "Insolvent" means a circumstance or condition in which a State
trust company:

. - _ - a. - Is ungble.or lacks the means to meet its current obligations
as they come due in the regular and ordinary cowse of business, even if the value of its
assets exceeds its liabilities;

b. Has capital less than five hundred thousand dollars
($500,000), as determined under regulatory accounting principles;

c. Sells or attempts to sell substantially all of its assets or
mergeg or attempts to merge substantially all of its assets or business with another entity
other than as hereinafter provided by this Artisle; or

d. Attempts to dissolve or liquidate other than as hereinafter
provided by this Article.

-13-



(27) "Investment security" means a marketable obligation evidencing
indebtednefs o{a p.elson in the form of a bond, note, debenture, or other debt instrument
not otherwise classified as a loan or extension of credit.

(28) "Lic€nse" means the authority granted by the Commissioner

(29) "Loans and extensions of credit" means direct or indirect advances
of firnds by a State trust com
pelsol tg repay the funds o pledged by or on
behalf of the person.

30) "New trust office" means a trust office located in a host state that
(i) ir orieinully "l4 ot
become a trust offi". of th" trort iortitotior * u t.ffi
trust institr{ior.r or trust office of another trust institution or (B) a merger, consolidation,
or conversion invol

1) "Office" with to a trust instifution means the
offia", u trort offia", o. u r"pt"r"tttutiu" trort offi"", bot ttot u br*alt

- --. (32) "Officer" means the presiding officer of the board, the principal
e4ecutive officer, or another officer appointed by the board of a State trust company or
gther company, or a person or group of persons acting in a comparable capEity for the
State trust company or other company.

ine subsidiary" means a for which a State trust
comFany has the ovrnership, ability, or power to vote, directly, acting through one or
more other persons, or otherwise indirectly, more than fifty percent (50olo) of the
outstanding shares of each class of voting securities or its equivalent of the company./34). "Out-of-state bank" means a bank chartered to act as a fiduciarv
in any state or states other than this State.

- (35) "Out-of-state trust company" means either a trust company that is
n_qt a_State trust company or a savings institution whose principal office is not located in
this State.

- . (?6) "Out-of-state trust institution" means a trust institution that is not
a State trust institution.

(37) "Person" means an individual, a company, or any other legal
entity.

(38) "Principal office" with respect to:
_ _ _ _ _a. A State trust company, means a location registered with the
Commissioner as the State trust company's home offic

s brrsin"ss;

- -. 2. The State trust company keeps its corporate books
and a set of its material records. including material fiduciar_v records; and

3. At least one executive officer of the State trust
company maintains an office; or

_ _ b. A trust institution other than a State trust company, means
its principal place of business in the United States.

- -. (39) "Principal shareholder" means a person who owns or has the
gbrjity gr power to vote, directly, acting through one or more other persons, or otherwise
ind{gclly, En Percent 

(10%'t or more of the outstanding shares of any class of voting
securities of a State trust company or other company.
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(40) "Private trust company" means a State trus
sact

- (41) "Registration" means the process by which a trust institution has
been authorized by the Commissioner to acquire, establish, or maintain a repreientative
trust ofFrce in this State.

(42) "Representative trust office" means an office at which a trust
institution has been authorized by the Commissioner to engage in a trust buiiness ottrer
ttran acting as a fiduciary.
%avings institution" means a depository institution that is neither
a bank nor a foreign bank.

(44) "Shareholder" means an owner of a share in a State trust
company.

. (45) l'Shares" means the units into which the proprietary interests of a
State trust company are divided or subdivided by means of classes, series, relative rights,
or preferences.

(46) "State" means any state of the United States, the District of
Columbia, any territory of the United States, Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samo4 the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, the Virgin Islands, and the Northem Mariana
Islands.

(4n "State bank" means (i) a bank chartered to act as a fiduciary by
this Slate or (ii\ a foreiga bank as defined in section 1(bXil of the International Banking
Act of 1978 chartered to act as a fiduciary in this State.

(48) "State trust company" means a corporation organized or
reorganized under this Article, including a trust company previously organized urder
other provisions of Chapter 53 of the North Carolina General Statutes.

(49) "State trust institution" means a trust institution having its
principal office in this State.

(50) "Subsidiary" means a company that is controlled by another
person. The term includes a subsidiary of a subsidiary.

(51) "Sumlus" means the amount by which the assets of a State trust
company exceeds its liabilities, capital, and undivided profits.

. " (52) "Trust business" means the holding out by a person to the public
by advertising, solicitation, or other means that the person is available to perform any
service of a fiduciary in this or another state, including:

a. Acting as a fiduciary, or
b. To the extent not acting as a fiduciary, any of the

following:
(i) receiving for safekeeping personal property ofevery

description;
(ii) acting as assignee, bailee, conservator, custodian,

escrow agent, registrar, receiver, or transfer agent; or
(iii) acting as financial advisor, investment advisor or

manager, agent or attorney-in-fact in any agreed upon capaci8.
(53) "Trust company" means a State trust company or any other

company chartered to act as a fiduciary that is neither a depository institution nor a
foreign bank.
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54) "Trust its" means the client funds held bv a State trust
company and authorized to be deposited with itself pending investment, distribution, or
payment of debts on behalf of the client, depository institution, foreign bank, State bank,
or trust company.

- - . . (55) "Trust institution" means a depository trust.institution, foreign
bank, State bank, or trust company.

(56) "Trust office" means an ofhce, ofter ttran the

.- -:---- €Zt "Unauthorized

gomPany engaging in a trust business in this State at any office of the company that is not
its principal office, if it is a State trust institution, or that is not a trust office or a
representative trust offrce of the company, or (iii) an out-of-state trust institution
engaging in a trust business in this State at any time an order issued by the Commissioner

(58) "Undivided profits" means the part of equity capital of a state trust
go4pany gqual to the balance of its net profits, income, gains, and losses since the date of
its formation, minus subsequent distributions to shareholderi and transfers to surplus or
capital un4gr share dividends or appropriate board resolutions. The term includes
amounts allocated to undivided profits as a result of a merger.

. (59) "Votirg sec id"nce of ptop.iet ry
interest in a State trust company or other company that has as an attribute theGht to vote
or par_ticipatg in the election of the board of the State trust company or other company,
regarl.less otwhether the right is limited to the election of fewer than all of the board
members. The term includes a security that is convertible or exchangeable into a voting
secunw.

- . " O). - These definitions shall be liberally construed to accomplish the purposes
gf this Article.Ihg Statg Fanking Commission mav adopt other definitions to accomplish
the purposes of this Article.

PART 2. Multistate Trust Institutions Act.

Subpart A. General.

$ 53-291. Title and purposes.

(a) This Part may be cited as the Multistate Trust Institutions Act.
. . .(b) _ It is the ex pository
institutions.'forei and trust companies to engage in the trust business on a
multistate and international basis to the extent consistent with the safety and soundness ofand soundness of
the trust institutions engaged in a trust business in this State ?nd the proteclion of
consumers, clients, and other customers of the trust institutions.

$ 53-292. Regulations.

-. ,The 
Commission may adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 1508 of the

General Statutes to implement the provision
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Subpart B. Companies Authorized to Act as a Fiduciary.

$ 53-293. Companies authorized to act as a fiduciary.

(a) No company shall act as a fiduciary in this State except:

(2) A Stare bank;

- - (3) .A savings institution organized under the laws of this State and

1uth91ze4 to act as a fiduciary pwsuant to Chapter 548 or Chapter 54C of the North
Carolina General Statutes;

, , , , (4) . A national bank having its principal office in this State and
4borized by the Comptroller of the Cunency to act as a fiduciary pursuant to 17U.S.C.
$ 92a;

= , - (5) " 4 federally chartered savings institution having its principal office
in this State and authorized by its federal chartering authority to ict as a fiduciary;

6
ized by its t-ederal chanering authority to act as a fiduciary;
An out-of-state bank with a branch in this State established or

- . . (il An out-of-state trust company with a trust office licensed by the
Commissioner pursuant to this Part; or

- . (8) A foreign bank with a trust office licensed by the Commissioner
pursuant to this Part.

_ (b'l In_addition to the authority granted pursuant to subsection (a) of this
s-ection, an out-of-state trust institution may act as a fiduciary in this State provided that
the,hor,ne *ate o{the out-of-state trust institution permits a trust institution organized
under the laws of

st ictions
than are imposed by this Article.

(c) X& company shall engage in an unauthorized trust activitv.

maintained_pursJFnt to Article I7B of

$ 53-294. Activities not requiring a charter, etc.

. , No$tstanding any othu company does not engage
in t-he trgst businesg or in any other business in a manner requiring aiharterJicense, or
registration under this Article or in an unauthorized trust activity by:

(1) Arcting in a manner authorized by law and in the scope of authoritv
as an agenl of a trust institution with respect to an activity that is not an unauthorized
trust activity;

a serylce cust or law
firm in a manner approved and authorized by the North carolina state Bar;

ing as trustee under a deed of trust delivered onlv as
for the payment of money or for the performance of anothei act;

(4) Receiving and dishibuting rents and proc of sale as a licensed
t"d,":t"t" UTt* 

"," !.h"ttt
Real Estate Commission:
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in a securities transaction or provi an mvestment
advisory service as a licensed and registered broker-dealer, investment advisor, or
registered representative thereol provided the activity is regulated by the Secretary of
State or the United States Securities and Exchange Commission;

. (6) Engaging in the sale and administration of an insurance product by
4n insurance company or agent licensed by the Department of Insurance to the extent that
the activity is regulated by the Department of Insurance;

,, , (7) Engagirg in the er a
ligeJr_se issued by,[re North Carolina Board of Mortuary Science pursuant to Article 13D
of Chapter 90 of the General Statutes or engaging in the lawful business of fpemetual-
care cemetery corporation pursuant to Chapter 65 of the General Statutes;

- . (8) Acting as trustee under a voting trust as provided by the Nordr
Carolina Business Comoration Act;

- . . (9) Acting as trustee by a public, private, or independent institution of
higher education or a university system, including its aJfiliated foundations or
corporations, with respect to endowment funds or other funds owned, contolled,
provided to, or otherwise made available to the institution withrespectto

(10) Engaging in other activities expresslv excluded from the
application of this Article by rule of the Commission;

(11) Rendering services customarilv performed by a certified public
accountant in a manner authorized by the North Carolina State Board of Certified Public
Accountant Examiners; or

. . (12) Provided the company is a trust institution and is not barred by
gr{er_of the Commissioner from engaging in a trust business in this State pursuant to G.S.
$.53-312(b), (i) marketing or solisiting in this State through the mail, telephone, any
electronic means, or in person with respect to acting or proposing to act as fiduciary
outslde gf this $late; (ii) d_elivering money or other intangible assets and receiving money
or other intangible assets from a client or other person in this State; or (iii) accepting or
execgling_outside of this State a trust of any client or otherwise acting as a fiduciary
outside of this State for any client.

$ 53-295. Trust business of State trust institution.

_ (a) .A State trust institution may act as a fiduciary or otherwise engage in a
trust business in this or any other state or foreign country, sub.iect to complying with
applicable laws of such state or foreign country, at an office established and maintained
pursuant to this Part, at a branch or at any location other than an office or branch.

-. (b) In addition, a State trust institution may conduct any activities at any
offrce outside this State ttrat are permissible for a trust institution chartered bithe host
statqlryIere the office is located, except to the extent the activities are expressly
prolribiled by the laws of this State or by any regulation or order of the Commissioner
applicable to the State trust institution; provided, however, that the Commiisi,oner may
yarte a"V pt"mUmol f m
involvement of out-of-state offrces of State trust institutions in particular activities rryould
not threaten the safety or soundness of the institutions.
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$ 53-296. Trust business of out-of-state trust institution.

An out-of-state trust institution that establishes or maintains one or more offices
in this State under t

$ 53-297. Name of trust institution.

A State trust company or out-of-state trust institution may register or reserve any
name with the Se"reta.yb--:-
office, or representative trust office in this State pursuant to this Article, except that the
Commissioner may determine that a name proposed to be registered is potentially
misleading to the public and require the registrant to select a name that is not potentially
misleading.

Subpart C. State Trust Institution Offices.

$ 53-298. Trust business.

A State trust company or a State bank may:
(1) Perform any act as a fiduciary;
(2) Engage in any trust business;
(3) Exercise any incidental power that is reasonably necessary to

enable it to fully exercise, according to commonly accepted fiduciary customs and
usages, a power conferred in this Article; and

(4) If a State trust company, exercise any other power authorized by
G.S. $ 53-323.

$ 53-299. Branches and offices of State trust institutions.

(d A State trust institution may act as a fiduciary and engage in a trust
business at a branch and at each trust office as permitted by this Part.

(b) A State trust institution may not act as a fiduciary but may otherwise
engage in a trust business at a representative trust office as permitted by this Part.

(c) A State bank or State trust company may engage in a trust business in an
out-of-state office to the same extent permitted for trust institutions located in the host
state in which the out-of-state office is located except where the activity is prohibited by

$ 53-300. State trust company principal office.

. _ (a) - Each State trust company is required to have and maintain continuously a
principal office in this State.

(b) Each executive officer at the principal office is an agent of the State trust
company for service of process.

(c) A State trust company may change its principal office to any location
yithin this State by filing a written notice with the Commissioner seuing forth the name
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of the State trust company, the street address of its principal offrce before the change, the
street address to w

g..
(d) The change of principal office shall take effect on the thirty-fust day

following the date the Commissioner receives the notice pursuant to subsection (c) of this
section, unless (i) the Commissioner establishes an earlier or later date, or (ii) prior to the
thirt,y-first day, the Commissioner notifies the State trust company that it must establish
to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that the relocation is consistent with the original
determination made under G.S. $ 53-3

effect
when approved by the Commissioner.

$ 53-301. Trust office; representative trust office.

(a) A State trust institution may establish or acquire and maintain trust offices
or representative trust offices anywhere in this State. A State trust institution desiring to
establish or acquire and maintain an offrce shall file a written notice with the
Commissioner setting forth the name of the State kust institution, the location of the

"oaurepresentative trust office, shall fumish a copy of the resolution adopted by the board
authorizing the additional offrce and shall pay the filing fee, if any, set by rule.

@) The trust institution may commence business at the additional offrce on
the thirty-first day after thq date the Commissioner receives the notice, unless the
Commissioner specifies an earlier or later date.

(c) The 30-day period of review may be extended by the Commissioner on a
determination that the written notice raises issues that require additional information or
additional time for analysis. If the period of review is extended, the State trust institution

(d) The Commissioner may deny approval of the additional office if the
Commissioner finds that the tust institution lacks sufficient financial resources to
undertake the proposed expansion without adversely affecting its safety or soundness or
that the proposed gffice would be contrary to the public interest.

$ 53-302. Out-of-state offices.

(a) A State bank, a State trust company, or a savings institution chartered
under the laws of this State mav establish and maintain a new trust office or a

this stat".
The trust institution desiring to establish or acquire and maintain an office in another state
under this section shall file a notice on a form adopted by the Commissioner ttrat sets
forth the name of the trust institution, the.l

j
trust institution, shall furnish a copy of the resolution adopted by the board authorizing
the out-of-state office, and shall pay the filing fee, if any, set by rule.

(b) The State bank, State trust institution, or savings institution may
commence business at the additional office on the thirty-first day following the date the



Commissioner receives the notice, unless the Commissioner specifies an earlier or later

. .(c) The 30-day period of review may be extended by the Commissioner on a
dqte.rmination that the lwitten notice raises issues that require additional information oi
additional time for analysis. If the period of review is extended, the trust institution may

"t.(d) The Commissigner may deny approval of the additional office if the
Commissioner finds that the trust institution lacks sufficient financial resources to
qndertake the proposed expansion without adversely affecting its safety or soundness or
that the proposed office would be contrary to the public interest. In acting on the notice,
the Commissioner shall consider the views of the appropriate bank supervisory agency.

Subpart D. Out-of-State Trust Institution Trust Offrce.

$ 53-303. Trust business at a branch or trust office.

., , . Excep] as provided by G.S. 53-293O), an out-of-state trust institution may act as a
fidgcia.Iy in,this State or engage in a trust business at an office in this State only if it
maintains (i) a tiust office in this State as permitted by this Part or (ii) a branch in this
State.

$ 53-304. Establishing an interstate trust office.

. An out-of-state trust institution that does not operate a trust offrce in this State and
th?t meets the requirements of this Part may establish and maintain a new trust offrie in
thi-! State; provided that an out-of-state trust institution may not establish a new trust
office in this State unless a similar institution chartered under the taws of this, State to act
as_a tiduciary, is permitted to establish a new trust office that may engage in activities
sub_stanlially similar to those permitted to trust offices of out-of-state trust inititutions
uqder G.S. $ 53-303, in the state where the out-of-state trust institution has its principal
office.

S 53-305. Acquiring an interstate trust office.

_ An out-of-state trust institution that does not operate a trust office in this State and
that meets the requirements of this Part may acquire and maintain a trust office in this

9tate; 
pr,ovided th?t no out-of-state trust institution may maintain a trust officeln this

llate unless_a similar institution chartered under the laws of this State to act as a fiduciary
is p_ermitted to acquire and maintain a trust oflice through an acquisition of a trust office

ln the.stale where the out-of-state trust institution has its principal office and may engage
in activities srbsh

ion hu,
rts prrnclpal ottlce.

$ 53-306. Requirement of notice.
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An out-of-state trust institution desiring to establish and maintain a new trust
office or acquire and maintain a trust office in this State pursuant to this Subpart, shall
provide, or cause its home state regulator to provide, written notice of the proposed
transaction to the Commissioner on or after the date on which the out-of-state trust
institution applies to the home state regulator for approval to establish and maintain or
acquire the trust office. The filing of the notice shall be preceded or accompanied by a
copy of the resolution adopted by the board authorizing the additional office and any fee
set by rule.

$ 53-307. Conditions for approval.

(a) No trust offrce of an out-of-state trust institution may be acquired or
established in this State under this Subpart unless:

(l) The out-of-state trust institution has confirmed in writing to the
Commissioner that for as long as it maintains a trust office in this State it will comply
with all applicable laws of this State;

(2) The institution has provided satisfactory evidence to the
Commissione. of 

"
e $ate

regulator for acquiring or establishing and maintaining the office; and
(3) The Commissioner, acting within 60 days after receiving notice

trnder G.S. $ 53-306, has certified to the home state regulator that the requirements of this
Subpart have been met and the notice has been approved or, if applicable, that any
conditions imposed by the Commissioner pursuant to subsection O) of this section have
been satisfied.----lb) The out-of-state trust institution may comrnence business at the trust office
on the sixty-first day following the date the Commissioner receives the notice, unless the
Commissioner specifies an earlier or later date. With respect to an out-of-state trust
institution that is not a depository institution_-_-::---..-----
conditioned approval on the satisfaction by the institution of any requirement applicable
to a.llate trust company pursuant to G.S. gg 53-325(b) or G.S. 53-329, the institution
shall comply and provide evidence to the Commissioner of compliance before the
instifution may commence business.

(c\ The 60-day period of review may be extended by the Commissioner on a
determination that the written notice raises issues that require additional information or
additional time for

"t... . . (d) The Commissioner may deny approval of the office if the Commissioner
finds that the institution lacks sufftcient financial resources to undertake the proposed
gxpansion without adversely affecting its safety or soundness or that the proposed office
is contrary to the public interest. In acting on the notice, the Commissioner shall coniider
the views of the appropriate bank supervisory agency.

$ 53-308. Additional trust offices.

An out-of-state trust institution that maintains a trust office in this State under this
Part may establish or acquire additional trust offices or representative trust offices in this

1.,



State to the same extent that a State trust institution may establish or acquire additional
offices in this State pursuant to the procedures for establishing or acquiring oftices set

$ 53-309. Representative trust office business.

(a) An out-of-state trust institution may not act as a fiduciary, but may
otherwise engage in a trust business, at a representative trust office as permitted by this
Subpart.

(b) Subject to the requirements contained in this Subpart, an out-of-state trust
institution may establish and maintain representative trust offrces anywhere in this State.

$ 53-310. Registration of representative trust office.

An out-of-state trust institution may establish or and maintain a
representative trust office in this State. An out-of-state trust institution not maintaining a
trust office in this State and desiring to establish or acquire and maintain a representative
trust office shall frle a notice on a form adopted by the Commissioner. The notice shall

slqall include satisfactory evidence that the

The out-of-state trust institution shall pay the filing fee, if any, set by rule.
(b) The out-oFstate trust institution may commence business at the

representative trust office on the thirty-first day following the date the Commissioner
receives the notice, unless the Commissioner specifies an earlier or later date.

(c) The 30-day period of review may be extended by the Commissioner on a
determination that the wriuen notice raises issues that require additional information or

by
the Commissioner.

(d) The Commissioner may deny approval of the representative trust offrce if
the Commissioner finds that the out-of-state trust institution lacks sufficient financial
resources to undertake the proposed expansion without adversely affecting its safety or
soundness or that m. ptopo."a om"" *"1

supervisory agency.

$ 53-311. Examinations; periodic reports; cooperative agreements;
assessment of fees.

(a) To the extent consistent with subsection (c) of this section, the
Commissionermay examine any office established and maintained in this State pursuant
to thii P
operated in compliance with the laws of this State and in accordance with safe and sound
practices. The pertinent provisions of G.S. $ 53-117 and G.S. $ 53-118 apply to these
examinations.
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(b) The Commissioner may require periodic reports regarding any out-of-state
trust institution that has established and maintained an offrce in this State pursuant to this
Part. The required reports shall be provided by the trust institution or by the home state
reF'ulator. Any reporting requirements shall be (i) consistent with the reporting
requirements applicable to State trust companies and (ii) appropriate for the purpose of
enabling the Commissioner to carry out the Commissioner's responsibilities under this
Article.

(c) The Commissioner may enter into cooperative, coordinating, and
information-sharing agreements with any other bank supervisory agencies or any
organization affiliated with or representing one or more bank supervisory agencies with
respect to the periodic examination or other supervision of any office in this State of an
out-of-state trust institution, or any office of a State trust institution in any host state, and
the Commissioner may accept a party's report of examination and report of investigation

".(d) The Commissioner may enter into contracts with any bank supervisory
agency that has concurrent.iurisdiction over a State trust institution or an out-of-state trust
institution *uirtuioing ar offic" in this Strte to

Commissioner's examiners to the agency at a reasonable rate of compensation. Article 3

subsection.
(e) The Commissioner may enter intoioint examination or joint enforcement

actions with other Uu* r"pr*iroty ugrn.i.t
or anv

office established

considers th" u"tio
.In

exclusive authority of the home state regulator over corporate govemance matters and the
primary responsibility of the home state regulator with respect to safety and soundness
matters.

(fl Each out-of-state trust institution that maintains one or more offlrces in this
State may be assessed and, if assessed, shall pay supervisory and examination fees in
accordance with rules adopted by the State Banking Commission. The fees may be shared
with other bank supervisory agencies or any organization affiliated with or representing
one or more bank s

$ 53-312. Enforcement.

(a) Consistent with Article 3,A. of Chapter 1508 of the General Statutes, after
notice and opportunity for hearing, the Commissioner may determine:

(l) That an office maintained by an out-of-state trust institution in this
State is being operated in violation of any provision of the laws of this State or in an
unsafe and unsound manner; or

(2) That a company is engased in an unauthorized trust activitv.
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In either event, the Commissioner may take any enforcement actions the Commissioner
would be authorized to take if the offi"" or th. "o-p*y *.. u St*

engaging in a trust business in this State.

. (b) Consistent with Article 3,A. of Chapter 150B of the General Statutes, after
notice and opportunity for heaxing, the Commissioner may determine by order that arr
out-of-state trust institution engaging in or proposing to engage in a trust business in this
State does not meet the requirements for establishing a representative trust office in this
State pursuant to G.S. $53-310. The order shall be effective on the date of issuance or
any other date the Commissioner determines.

cir"umstanc"s .eq,li.ing immediate
action, the Commissioner may take any action permitted by subsections (a) or (b) of this
section, without notice or opportuni8 for hearing, but shall promptly afford a subsequent
hearing upon an application to rescind the action taken. The Commissioner shall
prornptly give notice to the home state regulator of each enforc

ot'*te
with the home state regulator in pursuing and resolving the enforcement action.

$ 53-313. Notice of subsequent merger, closingn etc.

Each out-of-state trust institution that maintains an office in this State pursuant to
this Part, or the home state regulator of the trust institution, shall give at least 30 daysl

"merge.r"y 
uarrsactffi is

consistent with applicable State or f"d"

""tto 
*

out-of-state trust institution or any bank holding company that controls thJtrusi
institution, with the result that an application would be required to be filed pursuant to the

Federal Bank Holding company Act of 1956, as amended, 12 U.S.c. g 1841 et seq., or
any successor statutes thereto; (ii) any transfer of all or substantially all of the trust
accounts or trust assets of the out-of-state trust institution to another person; or (iii) the
closing or disposition of any office in this State.

PART 3. State Trust Institution Charter Modernization Act.

Subpart A. Trust and Fiduciaries.

$ 53-314. Title and purposes.

(a) This Part may be cited as the State Trust Institution Charter Modernization
Act.

(b) The express purposes of *ris Part are to:
(1) Provide for the chartering of trust companies and to permit trust

companies to act as fiduciaries and otherwise engage in the trust business in this State,
provided they are adequately capitalized, competently managed by persons of integrity,
and supervised by the Commissioner of Banks, all in order to ensure that the trust
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companigs are operated in compliance with law, in a safe and sound manner and in a
manner that protects their clients and customers and other consumers in this State;!44

(2) Improve serv
gugtomers and other consumers in this State by modernizing State laws to permit the
del-egalion Fy kust institutions of fiduciary functions but not fiduciary responsibilitlt to
authorize clients to designate any trust institution to act for them and to choosi an
aDDropriate _state's law to govern fiduciary instruments and investments, and to protect
consumers from excessive fees or undisclosed conflicts of interest of trust institutions and
tnelr afirllates.

$ 53-315. Designation of trustee.

= , . Any Person residing in this State may designate any trust institution to act as a
fiduciary on behalf of the person.

$ 53-316. Choice of law governing trusts.

. . _ Any trust institution that maintains a trust offrce or representative trust office in
thiJ Stale _qnd its affected clients may designate either (i) this State, (ii\ a state where
aftbcted clients reside, or (iii) the state where the trust institution has its principal office,

$ 53-317. Choice of law governing fiduciary investments.

__ _ Any trust institution that maintains a trust office or representative trust offrce in
tlu.s Stale end its affected clients may designate eittrer (i) this State, (ii) a state 'where
all-ected clients reside, or (iii) the state where the trust institution has its principal office,

--=;-*;-:-.--applicable to any written agreement between the trust institution or its client and any
other instrument under which the trust institution acts for a client.

$ 53-318. Delegation and fiduciary responsibilif.

- . -. (a) Any person acting as a trustee or as any other fiduciary under the laws of
this State may delegate any investnnent, management, or administrative function if the
person exercises reasonable care,.iudgment, and caution in:

-. . (1\ Selecting the delegate, taking into account the delegate's financial
standing and reputation;

(2) Establishing the scope and other terms of any delegation; and

-- - (3) Reviewing periodically the delegate's actions in order to monitor
overall Performance and compliance with the scope and other terms of the delegation

. (b) Notwithstanding any delegation permitted by subsection (a) ofthis
s_egtign, any Pgrson acting as a trustee or in any other fiduciary capacity under the laws of
this State rhdl."hiil
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$ 53-319. Afliliates.

. (a) Any person acting as a trustee or in any other fiduciary capacity may hire
and compensate, as a delegate, an affiliate of the person if:

(1) Authorized by a trust or fiduciary instrument;
(2) Authorized by court order;
3) Authorized in writine by each affected client: or
(4) The standards of G.S. I 53-318 are satisfied.

s.hatg.d by
nonaffi liates that provide substantially similar services.

$ 53-320. Fee determination.

. Unless set by a court of competentiurisdiction, the compensation arrangement
b'elweerl ? client and any person acting as a trustee or as any other fiduciary pursuant to
this Article shall be in writing, as agreed to between the parties and shall be fullyffi.
$ 53-321.. Disclosure of potential conflicts of interest.

. (a) Any company, proposing to act as a trustee or in any other fiduciary
,oaPacltY pursuant to a written agreement to be entered into with a prospective client that
has any potential or actual conflict of interest that may reasonably be expected to have an

llP?ct on the independence oriudgment of the trustee or fiduciary, shall deliver a

$i"t"** .lut"*""t tq th. e
into_ eny lwitten or oral trust or fiduciary agreement with the client or prospective client,
or (ii) at the time of entering into any agreement if the client has a right to terminate the
agreement without penalty within three or more business days after entering into the
agreement.

. (!,) The disclosure statement shall contain appropriate information concerning
tlrg actual or potential conflict of interest. If the trustee or other fiduciary proposes to
delegate any fidgciary function to an affiliate, the nature of the affiliation and whether the
{rustge or other fiduciary may directly benefit from the delegation shall be disclosed in
the disclosure statement.

$ 53-322. Purchase of assets of another trust institution.

(a) Subiect to the provisions of this section, a trust institution may purchase
assets of a State trust company or trust-related assets of another trust institution, including
the right to control accounts established with the trust institution. Except as otherwise

this or another statute. the of the assets of
the trust institution does not make the purchasing trust institution responsible for any

"
4oes not expressly assume. Except as otherwise provided by this Subpart, this Subpart
does not govern or prohibit the purchase by a State trust institution of all or part of the
assets of a corporation or other entify that is not a trust institution.
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(b) If the acquiring institution is a State bank, a State trust company, an
out-oistate trust institution or a savings institution chartered under the laws of this State
and maintains neither a branch nor a trust office in this State, an application in tho

of
all or substantially all of (i) the assets of a State trust company, or (ii) the trust assets of
another trust institution. The Commissioner shall investisate the condition of the
purchaser and seller and may require the submission of additional information as
conslderel-necessary to make an informed decision. The Commissioner shall approve the
purchase lt:

(1) The acquiring trust institution will be solvent and have sufficient
capitalization for its business and location;

nstitution has complied with all applicable
statutes and rules

@-
(3) All fiduciary obligations and liabilities of the panies have been

properly discharged or otherwise assumed by the acquiring trust institution;
(4) All conditions imposed by the Commissioner have been satisfied

or otherwise resolved; and
(5) All fees and costs have been paid.

(c) A pwchase requiring an application pursuant to subsection (b) of this
section is effective on the date of approval, unless the purchase agreemeni provides for,
and the Commissioner consents to, a different efflective date.

oprrution of lu* to all of
lhe rights, privileges, and obligations of the selling trust institutiornrnder each acCount
included in the assets acquired.
(e) The application required by subsection (b) shall be accompanied by fee set bv the
State Banking Commission by rule.

Subpart B. State Trust Company.

$ 53-323. Organization and powers of State trust company.

(a) Subiect to the other provisions of this Part, one or more persons may
orgaluze +nd charter a State trust company. A State trust company may perform any act
as a fiduciary or engage in any trust business within or without this State.

- . (b) Subject to G.S. 53-330, a State trust company may exercise the powers of
1luli4ess comoration organized under North Carolina law reasonably necessary or
helpfirl to enable exercise of its specific powers under this Part.

. (c) A State trust company may contribute to community funds, or to
charitable, philanthropic, or benevolent instrumentalities conducive to public welfare, any
amounts that its board considers appropriate and in the interests of the State trust
company.

to G.S. 53-344. a State trust
itself or an affiliate.

$ 53-324. Articles of incorporation of State trust company.
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. The articles of incomoration of a State trust company shall be signed and
acknowledged by each organizer and shall contain:

(1) The name of the State trust company;
(2) The period of its duration, which may be perpetual;

",- - . __ . b. _ A liqt of the specific powers that the State trust company
chooses and is authorized to exercise:

b". of ,h*.r rhut *r" Strt. oort 
"o-p*y *illbe authorized to issue, the number of classes of shares, which may be one or more, the

number of shares of each class if more

------GL 
If the shares are to be divided irto clusses, thr desigrratiot

each class;

. - (6) Any provision limiting or denying to shareholders the preemptive
right to acquire additional or treasury shares of the state trust company;

(7) Any provision granting the right of shareholders to cumulative
voting in the election of directors or managers;

- . . (8) The agqregate amount of consideration to be received for all
slrares initially issued by the State trust company, and a statement ttrat all authorized
shares have been subscribed and that all subscriptions received provide for the

= - . .(9) . Any provision consistent with law that the organizers elect to set
forth in the articles of incomoration for the regulation of the internal affairs of the State
Fust company or that is otherwise required by this Part to be set forth in the articles of
incorporation;

(10) The street address of the State trust company's principal office

The number of directors constituting the initial board, which may

who are to serve as directors until the first annual meeting of shareholders oi until
successor directors have been elected and qualified.

$ 53-325. Application for State trust company charter.

for a State trust charter shall be made under oath
qnd in the form required by the Commissioner and shall be supported by information,
dpt?, pcords, and opinions of counsel that the Commir.ior". r"qu!*t. Th" uppli"uti*
shall be.pccompanied by the fee set by the State Banking Commission by rule.

- 

(b) The Cornmissioner shall grant a State trust company charter onlv on
that olre _of more viable {narkets exist \Mithin or outside of this State that miy be served in

An

a p{ofit?ble manngr by the establishment of the proposed State trust compan}'. ln making
sugh + deterrnination, the Commissioner shall examine ttre business plan, which shall be
submiffed as palt of the application for a State trust company charter, and shall considen

(l) The market or markets to be served;
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(2) Whether the proposed organizational and capital strucfiue and
amount of initial capitalization is adequate for the proposed business and location;

(3) V/hether the anticipated volume and nature of business indicates a
reasonable probability of success and profitability based on the market sought to be
served;

(4) Whether the proposed officers and directors, as a group, have
sufficient fiduciary experience, ability, standing, competence, trustworthiness, and
integrity to justiff a belief that the proposed State trust company will operate in
compliance with law and that success of the proposed State trust company is probable;

(5) Whether each principal shareholder has sufficient experience,
abili8, standing, competence, trustworthiness, and integrity to justitr a belief that the
proposed State trust company will be free from improper or unlawful influence or
interference with respect to the State trust co

s!_a--
(6) Whether the organizers are acting in good faith.

(c) The failure of an applicant to furnish required information, data, opinions
of coursel, other material, or the required fee shall be considered an abandonment of the
application.

$ 53-326. Notice and investigation of charter application; written reports.

(a) The Commissioner shall noti& the organizers when the application is
complete and accepted for filing and all required fees have been paid. Promptly after this
notification, the organizers shall publish notice of the application and solicit comments in
the form specified by
the Commissioner at locations reasonably necessary to solici

(b) At the expense of the organizers, the Commissioner shall investigate the
application and inquire into the identity and character of each proposed director, officer,
and principal shareholder. The Commissioner shall prepare a written report of the
investigation, and any person may request a copy of the nonconfidential portions of the
application and written report as provided by Chapter 132 of the General Statutes. Rules
adopted under this Afiicle may speciff the confidential or nonconfidential character of
information obtuin"d by the Cor*issior rndq

or
director is confidential and not subiect to public disclosure.

$ 53-327. Decision on charter application and hearing.

(d Any person may file a protest to an application. The manner and time in
which the protest may be filed shall be adopted by rule.

(b) Not later than the thirtieth day following the last date the notice was
published under G.S. $ 53-326(b), the Commissioner shall determine whether the
application meets the requirements of G.S. $ 53-325, based on the application and
investigation, and shall enter an order approving the appiication, or shall set a hearing
pursuant to Article 3A of Chapter 150B of the General Statutes.
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(c) Based on the record of any hearing set pursuant to subsection (b) of this
section, the Commissioner shall determine whether all of the necessary conditions set
forth in G.S. $ 53-325 have been established and shall enter an order granting or denying
the charter. The Corn*issioner may make app

(d) Any order entered by the Commissioner with respect to a Charter
Application shall be subiect to review by the State Banking Commission for eritry of a
final agency decision.

$ 53-328. Issuance ofcharter.

(a) A State trust company may not engage in the trust business until it
receives its charter approved by the Commissioner. The Commissioner may not approve

(1) Received cash or United States govemment securities hutqgg

*es;
(2) Elected or qualified the initial officers and directors named in the

application for charter or other officers and directors approved by the Commissioner; and
(3) Complied with all other requirements of this Article relative to the

organization of a State fust company.
(b) If a State trust company does not open and engage in the trust business

within six months after the date it receives its charter or conditional approval of
ner, the

Commissioner shall revoke the charter or cancel the conditional approval of application

$ 53-329. Required capital.

(a) The Commissioner may not approve a charter to a State trust company
having required equity capital of less than three million dollars ($3,000,000), except as
provided in subsection (b) of this section.

(b) The Commissioner may require additional equity capital for a proposed or
existing State trust company if the Commissioner finds the condition and operation of the
existing State trust company or the proposed scope or type of operation of a proposed
State trust company requires additional equity capital consistent with the safety and
soundness ofthe St

if the
Commissioner finds the condition and operation of an existing S

equi8 sapital consistent with the safety and soundness of the State trust company. The
safe8 and soundness factors to be considered by the Commissioner in the exercise of the
Commissioner's discretion include:

(1) The nature and type ofbusiness conducted;
(2) The nature and degree of liquidity in assets held in a corporate

capacfiy;

al
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(3) The amount of fiduciary assets under management;
ofth" urr.tr;

. (5) The complexity of fiduciary duties and degree of discretion
undertaken;

(6) The competence and experience of management;
(n The extent and adequacy ofinternal controls;

urrditr br *
independent certif

(9) The reasonableness of business plans for retaining or acquiring

(10) The existence and adequacy ofinsurance obtained orheldby the

(c) . The proposed effective date of an order requiring an existing State trust
company to increase its equity capital shall be stated in the order as of or after the

lwenty-first day following ess ttre
S!?te trust company requests a hearing before the Commissioner in writing before the
effective dut. of th" pio

"upitulrequirements of a proposed or an existing State trust company under subseition (b) of this
section.

, , (d). Subiect to subsection (b) of this section, a State trust company to which
the Qommissioner issues a charter shall at all times maintain capital in at least the arnount
re_quired under subsection (a) of this section, plus any additional amount or less any
reduction the Commissioner directs under subsection (b) of this section-

$ 53-330. Application of laws relating to general business corporations.

- . .(a) The North Carolina Business Comoration Act, a
t

by thip Article.or a rule adopted by the State Banking Commission, a trust company may
lot take an action authorized by the North Carolina Business Corporation Ait regarding
itl 99m9r1tg status, capital structure, or a matter of comorate govemance, of the type for
Jvhich the North Carolina Business Corporation Act would require a filing with the
Secretary of State, without first obtaining the approval of ttre Commissionerl

.. .(b) The State Banking Commission may adopt rules to limit or refine the
qpplicability of subsection (a) of this section to a trust company or to alter or supplement
the Proggdures and requirements of the North Carolina Business Comoration Act
applicable to an action taken under this Article.

S 53-331. Amendment of St"te t.ust compaoy afticl@

A State trust that has been granted a charter under G.S. $ 53-328
icles of incomoration for anv lawfulor a predgcepsol statute may amend or restate its articles of incomoration for ani lawful

purpope, including the creation of authorized but unissued shares in one or more classes
or senes.
----.-----.=(b) An amendment autho.i
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(1) The designation of each series and any variations in the
preferences, limitations, and relative rights among series to the extent that the
preferences, limitations, and relative rights are to be established in the articles of
incorporation; and

(2) A statement of any authority to be vested in the board to establish
series and determine the preferences, limitations, and relative rights of each series.

(c) Amendment or restatement of the articles of incomoration of a State trust
company and approval of the board and shareholders shall be made or obtained in
accordance with provisions of the North Carolina Business Corporation Act for ttre
amendment or restatement of articles of incorporation except as otherwise provided by
this Article or rules adopted by the State Banking Commission. Unless the submission
presents novel or unusual questions, the Commissioner shall approve or reiect the
amendment or restatement not later than
considers the submission informationally complete. The Co i

aPProve or rQiect any amendment or restatement of articles of incorporation under this
section.

$ 53-332. Establishing a series of shares.

(a) If the articles of incomoration expressly give the board authoriry to
establish series and determine the preferences, limitations, and relative rights of each
series of shares, the board may do so only in compliance with this section and any rules
adopted by the State Banking Commission.

(b) A series of shares may be established in the manner provided by the
provisions of the North Carolina Business Corporation Act, but the shares of the series
may not.be issued and sold except upon compliance with this section. Unless the
submission presents novel or unusual questions, the Commissioner shall approve or re.iect
theseriesnotlater@datetheCommissionerconsidersthesubmission
informationally complete. The Commissioner may require the submission of additional
information as considered necessarv to an

$ 53-333. Change in outstanding capital and surplus.

(a) A State trust company may not reduce or increase its outstanding capital
through dividend, redemption, issuance of shares, or otherwise, without the prior
approval of the Commissioner, except as permitted by this section or rules adopted by the
State B anking Commission.

(b) Unless otherwise restricted by rules, prior approval is not required for an
increase in capital accomplished through:

(l) Issuance of shares of common stock for cash;

- . . (2) Declaration and payment of pro rata share dividends as defined in
the North Carolina Business Corporation Act; or

, ,(") Prigrapptoval is n ed
losses in excess of undivided profits.

aa
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$ 53-334. Capital notes or debentures.

(a) With the prior written approval of the Commissioner, any State trust
company may, at any time, through action of its board, and without requiring action of its
shareholders, issue and sell its capital notes or debentures which may be subordinate to
other claims, including the claims of other creditors or classes of creditors or the
shareholders.----O) Capital notes or debentures may be convertible into shares of any class or
series. The issuance and sale ofconvertible capital notes or debentures are subject to

(c) Without the prior written approval of the Commissioner, interest due or
principal repayable on outstanding capital notes or debentures may not be paid by a State
trust company when the State trust company is in hazardous condition or insolvent, as
determined by the Commissioner, or to the extent that payment will cause the State trust
company to be in hazardous condition or insolvent.

(d) The amount of any outstanding capital notes or debentures that meet the
requirements of this section and that are subordinated to unsecured creditors of the State
trust company may be included in equity capital of the State trust company for purposes
of determining hazardous condition or insolvency, and for any other purposes provided
by rules adopted under this Article.

Subpart C. Investments and Loans.

$ 53-335. Investment in State trust company facilities.

(a) For the pumoses of this Part, 'State trust company facility'means real
estate, including an improvement, owned, or leased to the extent the lease or the
leasehold improvements are capitalized, by a State trust company for the purpose of:

(1) Providing space for State trust company employees to perform
their duties and spase for parking by State trust company employees and customers;

(2) Conducting trust business, including meeting the reasonable needs
and convenience of the State trust company's customers, computer operations, document

(3) Holding, improving, and occupying as an incident to future
expansion of the State trust company's facilities; or

(4) Conducting another activity authorized by rules adopted by the
State Banking Commission.

(b) Without the prior written approval of the Commissioner, a State trust
company may not directly or indirectly invest an amount in excess of its capital in State
trust company facilities, fumiture, fixtures, and equipment. Except as otherwise provided
by rules adopted by the State Banking Commission, in computing this limitation a State
trust company shall include:

(l) Its direct investment in State trust company facilities;
(2) Any investment in equity or investrnent securities of a company

holding title to a facility used by the State trust company for the purposes specified by
subsection (a) of this section;
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(3) Any loan made by the State trust company to or on the secwity of
equity or investment securities issued by a company holding title to a facility used by the
State trust company; and

(4) Any indebtedness incurred on State trust company facilities by a
company:

That holds title to the faciliw:
b. That is an affiliate of the State trust company; and

In which the State trust company is invested in the manner
described by subdivision (2) or (3) of this subsection.

Except as otherwise provided by rules adopted by the State Banking Commission, in
computing the limitation a State trust company may exclude an amount included under
subdivisions (2) through (4) of this subsection to the extent any lease of a facility from
the company holding title to the facili8 is capitalized on the books of the State trust
company.

(c) Real estate acquired under subdivision (3) of subsection (a) of this section
and not improved and occupied by the State trust company ceases to be a State trust
company facility on the third anniversary of the date of its acquisition, unless the
Commissioner on application grants written approval to further delay in the improvement
and occupation of the property by the State trust company.

(d) A State trust company shall comply with generally accepted accounting
principles, consistently applied, in accounting for its invesbnent in and depreciation of
State trust company facilities, fumiture, fixtures, and equipment.

$ 53-336. Other real estate.

(a) A State trust company may not acquire real estate except:
(1) As permitted by G.S. $ 53-335 or as otherwise provided by this

Part, including rules adopted by the State Banking Commission;
(2) If necessary to avoid or minimize a loss on a loan or investment

previously made in good faith; or
(3) With the prior written approval of the Commissioner.

O) To the extent reasonably necessary to avoid or minimize loss on real estate
acquired as permitted by subsection (a) of this section, a State trust company may
exchange real estate for other real estate or personal property, invest additional funds in
or improve real estate acquired under this subsection or subsection (a) of this section, or
acquire additional real estate.

(c) A State trust company shall dispose of any real estate subject to
subdivisions (1) and (2) of subsection (a) of this section not later than:

(l) The fifth anniversary of the date:

b. It ceases to be used as a State trust company facility; or
(2 st

cornpany facili8 as provided by G.S. g 53-335.
(d) The Commissioner on application may grant one or more extensions of

time for disposing of real estate if the Commissioner determines that:
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(1) The State trust company has made a good faith effort to dispose of
the real estate; or

(2) Disposal of the real estate would be detrimental to the State trust
company.

$ 53-337. Securities.

(a) A State trust company may invest its comorate funds in any type or
character of equi8 or investnent securities sub.iect to the limitations provided by this
section.

(b) Unless the Commissioner approves maintenance of a lesser amount in
writing, a State trust company shall invest and maintain an amount equal to at least forty
percent (40%) of the State trust company's capital under G.S. $ 53-329 in unencumbered
cash, cash equivalents, and readily marketable securities.

(c) Subject to subsection (d) of this section, the total investment in equity and
investment securities of any one issuer, obligor, or maker, held by the State trust
company for its own account, may not exceed an amount equal to fifteen percent (l5olo)
of the State trust companv's capital. The Commissioner may authorize investments in
excess of this limitation on written application if the Commissioner concludes that:

(1) The excess investrnent is not prohibited by other applicable law;
and

(2) The safety and soundness of the requesting State trust company is
not adversely aflected.

(d) Notwithstanding subsection (c) of this section, a State trust company may
purchase for its own account, without limitation and subject only to *re exercise of
prudent judgment:

(1) Bonds and other legally created general obligations of a state, an
agency, or political subdivision of a state, the United States, or an agency or
instr-umentali8 of the United States;

(2) An investment security that this State, an agency or political
subdivision of this State, the United States, or an agency or instrumentality of the United
States has unconditionally agreed to purchase, insure, or guarantee;

(3) Securities that are offered and sold under 15 U.S.C. g 77d(5);

except that notwithstanding section 347 of the Riegle Community Development and
Regulatory Improvement Act of 1994, a note or obligation that is secured by a first lien
on one or more parcels of real estate on which is located one or more commercial

. F"d"rul Ho-"
Loan Mortgage Corporation, the Federal National Mortgage Association, the
GovernmentNational Mortgage Association, the Federal Agricultural Mortgage

e Notth Am"rican

(7) Securities issued by a Federal Home Loan Bank.
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(e) Notwithstanding 15 U.S.C. $ 77r-1(c), subsection (c) of this section
applies to investments in small business related securities as defined by l5 U.S.C. $
78c(a).

(fl The State Banking Commission may adopt rules to establish limits,
requirements, or exemptions other than those specified by this section for particular
classes or categories of investment, or limit or expand investment authority for State trust
companies for particular classes or categories of securities or other property.

$ 53-338. Transactions in State trust company shares.

(a) A State trust company may acquire its own shares if:
(1) The amount of its undivided profits is suffrcient to fully absorb the

acquisition of the shares under regulatory accounting principles; or
(2) The State trust company obtains the prior written approval of the

Commissioner.
(b) A State trust company may acquire a lien upon its own shares if:

(l) The aggregate amount of indebtedness so secured is less than the
amount of the State trust company's rurdivided profits; or

(2) The State trust company obtains the prior written approval of the
Commissioner.

(c) Except with the prior written approval of the Commissioner:
(1) The State trust company may not hold its own shares as treasury

stock for more than two years; and
(2) A lien acquired under this section may not by its original terms

extend for more than two years.

$ 53-339. Subsidiaries.

(d Except as otherwise provided by this Article or rules adopted by the State
Banking Commission, a State trust company may acquire or establish a subsidiary to
conduct any activi8 that may be conducted lawfully through the form of organization
chosen for the subsidiary.

(b) A State trust company may not invest more than an amount equal to
fifteen percent (15%) of its capital in a single subsidiary and may not invest an amount in
excess of its capital in all subsidiaries. The amount of a State trust company's investment
in a subsidiary is the total amount of the State trust company's investment in equity or
investment securities issued by its subsidiarv and anv loans and extensions of credit from

in excess of these limitations on written application if the Commissioner concludes that:
(1) The excess investrnent is not prohibited by other applicable law;

and
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(d) The State trust company may acquire or establish a subsidiary or begin
performing new activities in an existing subsidiary 30 days following the date the
Commissioner receives the State trust company's letter, unless the Commissioner
specifies an earlier or later date. The Commissioner may extend the 30-day period of
review on a determination that the State trust company's letter raises issues that require
additional information or additional time for analysis.Jf the period of review is extended,

in an existing subsidiary, only on prior written approval of the Commissioner.
(e) A subsidiary of a State trust company is subject to regulation by the

Commissioner to the extent provided by this Article or rules adopted by the State
Banking Commission. In the absence of limiting rules, the Commissioner may regulate a
subsidiary as if it were a State trust company.

$ 53-340. Mutual funds.

(a) A State trust company may invest for its own account in equity securities
of an investrnent company registered under ft

portfolio of the investment company consists wholly of investments in which the State
trust company could invest directly for its own account.

(b) If the portfolio of an investment company described in subsection (a) of
this section consists wholly of investments in which fu

the investment company without limitation.
(c) If the portfolio of an investment company described in subsection (a) of

this section contains any investment that is subject to the limits of G.S. $ 53-337(c), the
ount

equal to fifteen
percent (l5olo) of the State trust company's capital. This provision does not apply to a
money market fund.

(d) In evaluating investment limits under this Part, a State trust company may
not be required to combine:

(1) The State trust company's pro rata share of the securities of an
issuer in the portfolio of an investment company with the State trust companyts pro rata
share of the securities of that issuer hel

(2) The State trust company's own direct investment in the securities
of an issuer with the State trust company's pro rata share of the securities of that issuer
held by each investment company in which the State trust company has invested under
this section.

$ 53-341. Engaging in commerce prohibited.

Except as otherwise provided by this Part, or rules adopted by the State Banking
Commission, a State trust company may not invest its funds in trade or commerce by
buying, selling, or otherwise dealing in goods or by owning or operating a business not
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part of the State trust business, except as necessary to fulfill a fiduciary obligation to a
client.

$ 53-342. Lending limits.

Subject to rules adopted by the State Banking Commission for the short-term
extensions of credit to trust or other account relationships, a State trust company shall not
engagemaroanDusmess.

$ 53-343. Lease financing transactions.

A State trust company may not engage i

conduct its authorized business.

$ 53-344. Trust deposits.

(a) A State trust company may deposit trust funds with itself as an investnent
if authorized by the seller or the beneficiary provided:

(1) It maintains as security for the deposits a separate fi.rnd of
securities, legal for trust investments, under control of a federal reserve bank or a clearing
corporation, as defined by either this State or elsewhere;

(2) The total market value of the security is at all times at least equal
to the amount of the deposit;

(3) The separate fund is designated as such; and
(4) The separate fund is maintained under the control of another trust

institution, bank, or government agency.
(b) A State trust company may make periodic withdrawals from or additions

to the securities fund required by subsection (a) of ttris section as long as the required
value is maintained. Income from the securities in the firnd belongs to the State trust
company.

(c) Security for a deposit under this section is not required for a deposit urder
subsection (a) of this section to the extent the deposit is insured by the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation or its successor.

$ 53-345. Common investment funds.

(a) A State trust company may establish common trust funds to provide
investment to itself as a fiduciarv.

Commission may adopt rules to administer and carrv
out this section, including rules regarding investment and participation limitations,
disclosure of fees, audit requirements, invesfinent authority for particular classes or
categories of securities or other properfy, advertising, exemptions, and other requirements
that may be necessary to carry out this section.

$ 53-346. Borrowing limit.
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Except with the prior written approval of the Commissioner, a State trust
company may not have liabilities outstanding exceeding an amount equal to five times its
capital.

$ 53-347. Pledge ofassets.

A State trust company may not pledge or create a lien on any of its assets, except
to secure the repayment of money borrowed or as specifically authorized or required by
G.S. $ 53-344, or by rules adopted by the State Banking Commission. An act, deed,
conveyance, pledge, or contract in violation of this section is void.

Subpart D. Ownership; Governance; Mergers.

$ 53-348. Acquisition of control.

(a) Except as expressly otherwise permitted, a person may not, without the
prior written approval of the Commissioner, directly or indirectly acquire control of a
State trust company through a change in a legal or beneficial interest in voting securities
of a State trust company or a corporation or other entity owning voting securities of a
State trust company.

(b) This Part does not prohibit a person from negotiating to acquire, but not
acquiring, control of a State trust company or a person from controlling a State trust
company.

(c) This section does not apply to:
( I ) The acquisition of securities in connection with the exercise of a

security interest or otherwise in full or partial satisfaction of a debt previously contracted
for in good faith if the acquiring person files written notice of acquisition with the
Commissioner befo

class or series by a
controlling person who has previously complied with and received approval under this
Article or who was identified as a controlling person in a p

(3) An acquisition or transfer by operation of law, will, or intestate
succession if the ac

sione. by rule or ordet
because (i) the transaction is not within the purposes of this Article, or (ii) regulation of
the transaction is not necessary or appropriate to achieve the objectives of this Article.

$ 53-349. Application regarding acquisition of control.

(a) The proposed transferee seeking approval to acquire control ofa State

trust company or a person that controls a State trust company shall file with the
Commissioner:

(1) An application in the form adopted by the Commissioner;
(2) The filine fee required by statute or rule; and
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(3) All information required by rule or that the Commissioner requires
in a particular application as necessary to make an informed decision to approve or reiect
the proposed acquisition.

(b) If the proposed transferee includes any group of individuals or entities
acting in concert, the information required by the Commissioner may be required of each
member of the group.

(c) Personal financial information obtained by the Commissioner under this
section is confidential and may not be disclosed by the Commissioner or any employee of
the Commissioner's office.

(d)Iftheproposed transferee is not aNorth Carolina resident, aNorth
Carolina corporation, or an out-of-state corporation qualified to do business in this State,
a written consent to service of process will be required of a resident of this State in any

(e) The proposed transferee shall publish notice of the application, its date of
filing, and the identity of each participant, in the form specified by the Commissioner, in
a newspaper of general circulation in the county where the State trust company's home
office is located, promptly after the Commissioner accepts the application as complete.
Publication of notic

an
34 days after the date the application is filed if:

(l) The proposed transferee requests confidential treatment and
represents that a public announcement of the tender offer and the filing of appropriate
forms with the Sec

(2) The Commissioner determines that the public interest will not be
harmed by the requested confidential treatrnent.

(0 The Commissioner may waive the requirement that a notice be published
or permit delayed publication on a determination that waiver or delay is in the public
interest.

$ 53-350. Hearing and decision on acquisition of control.

(a) Not later than the sixtieth day following the date the notice is published,
the Commissioner shall approve the applicati

(b) Based on the record, the Commissioner may issue an order denying an
application if:

(1) The acquisition would substantially lessen competition, be in
restraint of trade, result in a monopoly, or be in furtherance of a combination or
conspiracy to monopolize or attempt to monopolize the trust indusfiy in any part of this
State, unless:

a. The *tico-petitiroe eff""ts of the

the convenience and needs of the community to be served; and
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(2) The financial condition of the proposed transferee, or any member
of a group composing the proposed transferee, might jeopardize the financial stability of
the State trust company being acquired;

(3) Plans or proposals to operate, liquidate, or sell the State trust
company or its assets are not in the best interest of the State trust company;

(4) Theexperience,ability,standing,competence,trustworthiness,
and integri8 of the proposed transferee, or any member of a group comprising the
proposed transferee, are insufficient to justitr a belief that the State trust company will be
free from improper or unlawful influence or interferenc,e with respect to the State trust
company's operation in compliance with law;

(5) The State trust company will not be solvent, have adequate
capitalization, or be in compliance with the laws of this State after the acquisition;

(6) The proposed transferee has failed to fumish all information
pertinent to the application reasonably required by the Commissioner; or

(7) The proposed transferee is not acting in good faith.
(c) If an application filed under this section is approved by the Commissioner,

the transaction may be consummated. Any written commitment from the proposed
transferee offered to and accepted by the Co

trust company
considered for all purposes an agreement under this Article.

$ 53-351. Appeal.

Any order entered by the Commissioner with respect to an application for
acquisition or control of a State trust company shall be subject to review by the State
Banking Commission for entry of a final agency decision.

$ 53-352. Objection to other transfer.

Nothing in this Article shall be construed to prevent the Commissioner from
investigating, commenting on, or seeking to enjoin or set aside a transfer of voting
securities that evidence a direct or indirect interest in a State trust company, regatdless of

$ 53-353. Criminal penalties.

A person who knowingly fails or refuses to file the application required by G.S. $
53-349 shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

$ 53-354. Voting securities held by State trust company.

(a) Voting securities of a State trust company held by it in a fiduciarv capacity
under a willor trust, whether registered in its own name or in the name of its nominee,
may not be voted in the election of directors or on a matter affecting the compensation of
directors, officers, or employees of the State trust company in that capacity, unless:
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(1) Under the terms of the will or trust, the manner in which the
voting securities are to be voted may be determined by a donor or beneficiary of the will
or trust, and the donor or beneficiary actually makes the determination in the matter at
issue;

(2) The terms of the will or trust expressly direct the manner in which
the securities shall be voted to the extent that no discretion is vested in the State trust
company as fiduciary; or

(3) The securities are voted solely by a cofiduciary that is not an
affiliate of the State trust company, as if the cofiduciary were the sole fiduciary.

(b) Voting securities of a State kust company that cannot be voted under this
section are considered to be authorized but unissued for purposes of determining the
procedures for and results of the affected vote.

$ 53-355. Bylaws.

Each State

Carolina Business Corporation Act.

$ 53-356. Board of directors.

(a) The board of a State trust company shall consist of not fewer than five or
more than 25 di.ectors, the majo.ity of who
oti""i *d.
The principal executive officer acting in the capacity of a board member is the board's
presiding officer unless the board elects a different presiding officer to perform the duties
as designated by the board.

(b) Unless the Commissioner consents otherwise in writing, a person may not
serve as director of a State trust company if:

(1) The State trust company incurs an unreimbursed loss attributable
to a charged-offobligation of or holds a.iudgment against the person or an entity that was
controlled by the person at the time of funding and at the time of default on the loan that
gave rise to the.iudgment or charged-off obligation;

(2) The person has been convicted ofa felony; or
(3) The person has violated a provision of Chapter 36A of the General

Statutes, relating to loan of trust funds and purchase or sale of trust property by the
trustee, and the violation has not been corrected.

(c) If a State trust company does not elect directors before the sixty-first day
following the date of its regular annual meeting, the Commissioner may appoint a

conservator under C.S. $ Sg-421 to oped

serve as directors, the Commissioner may close the State trust company for liquidation.
(d) A vacancy on the board that reduces the number of directors to fewer than

five shall be filled not later than the thi

conservator under G.S. $ 53-421 to operate the State trust company and elect a board of
not fewer than five persons to resolve the vacancy. If the conservator is unable to locate
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or elect five persons willing and able to serve as directors, the Commissioner may close
the State trust company for liquidation.

(e) Before each term to which a person is elected to serve as a director of a
State trust company, the person shall submit an affidavit for filing in the minutes of the
State trust company stating that the person, to the extent applicable:

(1) Accepts the position and is not disqualifred from serving in the
position;

(2) Will not violate or knowingly permit an officer, director, or
employee of the State trust company to violate any law applicable to the conduct of
business of the State ftust company; and

(3) Will diligently perform the duties of the position,
(f) An advisory director is not considered a director if the director:

(l) Is not elected by the shareholders of the State trust company;
(2) Does not vote on matters before the board or a committee of the

board and is not counted for purposes of determining a quorum of the board or
committee; and

(3) Provides solely general policy advice to the board.

$ 53-357. Required board meetings.

The board o

prior meeting and review the operations, activities, and financial condition of the State
trust company. The board may designate committees from among its members to
perform these duties and approve or disapprove the committees' reports at each regular
meeting. All actions of the board shall be recorded in its minutes.

$ 53-358. Officers.

(a) The board shall arurually appoint the officers of the State trust company,
who shall serve at

s und
operation of the State trust company, and an offrcer responsible for the maintenance and
storage of all corporate books and records of the State trust company, and for required
attestation of signatures. These positions may not be held by the saffie person. The board
may appoint other officers of the State trust company as the board considers necessary.

(b) Unless expressly authorized by a resolution of the board recorded in its
minutes, an officer or employee may not create or dispose of a State trust company asset
or create or incur a liability on behalf of the State trust company.

$ 53-359. Certain criminal offenses.

(a) An officer, director, employee, or shareholder of a State trust company
commits an offense if the person knowingly:
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(1) Conceals information or afact, or removes, destroys, or conceals a
book or record of the State trust company for the purpose of concealing information or a
fact from the Commissioner or an agent of the Commissioner; or

destroys any book or
record of the State trust company that is material to a pending or anticipated legal or
administrative proceeding.

O) An officer, director, or employee of a State trust company commits an
offense if the person knowingly makes a false entry in the books or records or in any
report or statement of the State trust company.

(c) An offense under this section shall be a Class H felony.

$ 53-360. Transactions with management and affiliates.

(a) Without the prior approval of a disinterested majority of the board
recorded in the min

indirectly:
(1) Sell or lease an asset of the State trust company to an offrcer,

director, or principal shareholder of the State trust company or an affiliate of the State
trust company;

(2) Purchase or lease an asset in which an officer, director, or
principal shareholder of the State trust company or an affiliate of the State trust company
has an interest; or

(3) Subiect to G.S. $ 53-342 extend credit to an officer, director, or
principal shareholder of the State trust company or an affiliate of the State trust company.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, a lease transaction
described in subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of this section involving real property may
notbe consummate

any.
(c) Sub.iect to G.S. $ 53-342, a State trust company may not directly or

indirectly extend credit to an employee, officer, director, or principal shareholder of the
State trust company or an affiliate of the State trust company, unless:

(1) The extension of credit:
Is made on substantially the same terms, including interest

rates and collateral, as those prevailing at the time for comparable transactions by the
State trust company with persons who are not employees, officers, directors, or principal
shareholders or affiliates of the State trust company; and

(2) The State trust company follows credit underwriting procedures
that are not less stringent than those applicable to comparable transactions by the State
trust company with persons who are not employees, officers, directors, or principal
shareholders or affiliates of the State trust company.

(d) An officer or director of the State trust company who knowingly
participates in or permits a violation of this section shall be guilty of a Class H felony.
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(e) The State Banking Commission may adopt rules to administer and carry
out this section, including rules to establish limits, requirements, or exemptions other
than those specified by this section for particular categories of transactions.

$ 53-361. Fiduciary responsibility.

The board of a State trust company is responsible for the proper exercise of
se of

fiduciary powers, including:
(1) The determination of policies;
(2) The investment and disposition of property held in a fiduciary

capacity; and
(3) The direction and review of the actions of each officer, ernployee,

and committee used by the State trust company in the exercise of its fiduciary powers.

$ 53-362. Record keeping.

A State trust compary shall keep it

$ 53-363. Bonding requirements.

(a) The board of a State trust company shall require protection and indemnity
for clients in reasonable amounts establtshed by rules adopted

gorporate insurance or sure8 companies:
(1) Authorized to do business in this State; or
(2) Acceptable to the Commissioner and otherwise lawfullv permitted

to issue the coverage against those losses in this State.

O) Except as otherwise provided by rule, coverage required under subsection
(a) of this section shall include each director, officer, and employee of the State trust
company without regard to whether the person receives salary or other compensation.

$ 53-364. Reports of apparent crime.

A trust company that is the victim of a robbery, has a shortage of corporate or
fiduciary funds in excess of five thousand dollars ($5,000), or is the victim of an apparent
or suspected misapplication of its comorate or fiduciary funds or proper8 in any amount
by a director, officer, or employee shall report the robbery, shortage, or apparent or
suspected misapplication to the Commissioner within 48 hours after the time it is

defamation or any other charge resulting from information supplied in the report.

$ 53-365. Merger authority.
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(a) With the prior written approval of the Commissioner, a State trust
company may merge or consolidate with another trust company or corporate entity.

_ (b) Implementation of the plan of merger by the parties and approval of the
board or shareholders shall be made or obtained as provided b

$ 53-366. Merger application.

(a) A copy of the original articles of merger and an application in the form
required by the Commissioner shall be filed with the Commissioner. The Commissioner
shall investigate the condition of the merging parties and may require the submission of
additional information as considered necessary for an informed decision.

O) The Commissioner may approve the merger if:
(1) Each resulting State trust company will be solvent and have

adequate capitalization for its business and location;
(2) Each resulting State trust company has in all respects complied

with the statutes and rules relative to the organization of a State trust company;
(3) All fiduciary obligations and liabilities of each State trust

company that is a party to the merger have been discharged properly or otherwise have
been assumed or retained by a State trust company or other fiduciary lawfrrlly;

(4) Each surviving, new, or acquiring party that is not authorized to
engage in the trust business will not engage in the trust business and has in all respects
complied with the laws of this State; and

(5) All conditions imposed by the Commissioner have been satisfied
or otherwise resolved.

$ 53-367. Notice and investigation of merger; decision; hearing and appeal-

(a) The Commissioner shall notifu the parties to the transaction when the
application is complete and accepted for filing and all required fees have been paid.
Promptly following this notification, the parties shall publish notice of the proposed
merger and solicit comments in the form specified by the Commissioner to solicit the
views of potentially affected persons specified by the Commissioner by rule.

(b) At the expense of the parties to a merger, the Commissioner shall
investigate the proposed transaction, including the character of the proposed directors,
officers, and principal shareholders. The Commissioner shall prepare a report of the
investigation, and any person may request a copy of the nonconfidential portions of the
report as provided by Chapter 132 of the General Statutes. Rules adopted may specifii
the confidential and nonconfidential character of information obtained by the

I
not be disclosed to the public.

(c) Any person may file a protest to a merger application. The manner and
time in which protest may be filed shall be adopted by the Commission by rule.

(d) Not later than the thirtieth day following the last date notification is
published pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, the Commissioner shall deterrrine
whether the application meets the requirements of G.S. g 53-365, based on the
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application and investigation, and shall enter an order approving the merger or shall set a
hearing pwsuant to Article 3,A. of Chapter 150B of the General Statutes.

(e) Any order entered by the Commissioner with respect to an Application for
Merger shall be subject to review by the State Banking Commission for entry of a final
agency decision.

$ 53-368. Rights of dissenters to mergers.

A shareholder may dissent from the merger to the extent and by following-.1the

$ 53-369. Authority to act as disbursing agent.

The purchasing trust institution may hold the purchase price and any additional
funds delivered to it by th. r.llirg irr iot

creditors of the selling institution. If the purchasing trust institution acts under a written
agency contract that (i) is approved by the Commissioner; (ii) specifically names each
creditor and the amount to be paid each; and Gii

Iing
institution and does not involve discretionarv duties or authoritv other than the

(1) May rely on the contract of agency and the instructions included in it;
and

(2) Is not responsible for:
a. Any error made by the selling institution in determining its

liabilities, and creditors to whom the liabilities are due, or the amounts due the
creditors; or

"ooOu.,

$ 53-370. Liquidation of selling State trust company.

If the selling trust institution is at any time after the sale of assets voluntarily or
involuntarily closed for liquidation by a State or federal regulatory agency, the
purchasing tust company shall pay to the receiver of the selling institution the balance of
the frrnds held by it in trust for the selling institution and not yet paid to the creditors of
the selling institution. Without further action, the purchasing trust institution is
discharged of all responsibilities to the selling institution, its receiver, or its creditors or
shareholders.

$ 53-371. Payment to creditors.

Payment to a creditor of the selling institution of the amount to be paid the person
under the terms of

rount
with the amount to be paid the creditor under the terms of the agency contract, and (iii)



mailing or personally delivering a duplicate ticket evidencing the credit to the creditor at
the person's address shown in the records of the selling institution. The relationship
between the purchasing trust institution and the creditor is that of agent to creditor only to
the extent of the credit reflected by the ticket.

$ 53-372. Sale ofassets.

(a) The board of a State trust company, with the Commissioner's approval,
may cause a State trust company to sell all or substantially all of its assets, including the
right to control accounts established with the trust company, without shareholder
approval if the Commissioner finds:

(1) The interests of the State frust company's clients and creditors are
jeopardized because of insolvency or imminent insolvency of the State trust company;
and

(2) The sale is in the best interest of the State trust company's clients
and creditors.

(b) A sale under this section shall include an assumption and promise by the
buyer to pay or otherwise discharge:

(1) A11 of the State trust company's liabilities to clients and depositors;
(2) All of the State trust company's liabilities for salaries of the State

trust company's employees incurred before the date of the sale;
(3) Obligations incuned by the Commissioner arising out of the

supervision or sale of the State trust company; and
(4) Fees and assessments due the Commissioner's office.

(c) This section does not limit the incidental power of a State trust company
to buy and sell assets in the ordinary course of business.

(d) This section does not affect the Commissioner's right to take action under
another law. The sale by a trust company of all or substantially all of its assets with
shareholder approval is considered a voluntary dissolution and liquidation and is
governed by Subpart A of Part 5 of this Article.

Subpart E. Private Trust Companies

G.S. 53-373. Private Trust Companies

(a) The following definitions apply in this section:
(1) "Family member" means any individual who is related within the fourth

degree of affinity or consanguinity to an individual or individuals who contol a private
trust company or which is controlled by one or more trusts or charitable organizations
established by such individual or individuals.

(2) "Transact business with the general public" means any sales, solicitation,
a:rangement, agleements, or transactions to provide trust or other business services,
whether or not for a fee, commission, or any other type of remuneration, with any client

association, trust, estate, business trust, or other company that is not 100o/o owned by one
ormore family members.
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(b) A11 individuals who control a private trust company or establish trusts or
charitable organizations controlling such private trust company must be related within the
second degree of affinity or sonsanguinity.
(c) A private trust company engaging in the trust business in this state shall comply
with each and every provision of this Article applicable to a trust company unless
expressly exempted therefrom in writing by the Commissioner pursuant to this section,
by rule adopted by the State Banking Commission or under a predecessor statute.
(d) A private trust company or proposed private trust company may request in writing
that it be exempted from specified provisions of sections G.S. $ 53-307O), G.S. $ 53-
324(11), G.S. $ 53-325(b), G.S. $ 53-326(a) and (b), G.S. $ 53-329(a), G.S. $ 53-336,
G.S. $ 53-337(b), (c) and (d), G.S. $ 53-341, and G.S. $ 53-342. The Commissioner may
grant the exemption in whole or in part if the Commissioner finds that the private trust
company does not and will not transact business with the general public.
(e) At the expense of the private trust company, the Commissioner may examine or
investigate the private trust company in connection with an application for exemption.
Unless the application presents novel or unusual questions, the Commissioner shall
approve thq application for exemption or set the application for hearing not later than the
6lst day after the date the Commissioner considers the application complete and accepted
for filing. The Commissioner may require the submission of additional information as

considered necessary to an informed decision.
ion may be made subiect to conditions or

limitations imposed by the Commissioner consistent with this Part.
(g) The State Banking Commission may adopt rules defining other circurnstances that
do not constitute transaction of business with the public, speci$ing the provisions of this
Act that are sub.iect to an exemption request, and establishing procedures and
requirements for obtaining, maintaining, or revoking exempt status.

G.S. $ 53-374. Requirements to Apply for and Maintain Status as a Private Trust
Company.

(a) Application.
(l) A private trust company requesting an exemption from the provisions of this

Act pursuant to section G.S. $ 53-373 shall file an application with the Commissioner
containing the following :

a. anonrefi.rndable@

compan e filing
of the application;

c. a statement under oath of the reason for requesting the exemption;
d. a statement under oath that the private trust company is not
crurently transacting business

coffissi6-n"t;
e. the curent street mailing address and telephone number of the

ph ks
and records, together with a statement under oath that the address given is true and
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correct and is not a U.S. Postal Service post office box or a private mail box, postal box,

f. listing of the specific provisions of the Act for which the request
forexemffi
(2) The Commissioner shall not approve a private trust company exemption

unless the application is completed as required in paragraph (1) of this section.
(b) Requirements.
(1) To maintain status as an exempt private trust company under this Act, the

private trust company shall comply with the following:
a. An exempt private sompany shall not ftansact business with the

public. 
-b. An exempt private trust company shall file an annual certification

that it
annual certification shall be filed on a form provided by the Commissioner and be
accompanied by a fee determined by the State Banking Commissioner by rule.
The annual certification shall be filed on or before December 3 l st of each vear.

d
by the Commissioner. The Commissioner shall have 30 days from the date of
receipt to return a copy of the acknowledged annual certification to the private
trust company. The burden shall be on the exempt private trust company to notifu
the Commissioner of any failwe to r

the
certification.

c. An exempt private trust company shall comply with the principal
office
telephone requirements of subsection (aXlXe) of this section.
(c) Change of Control. Contol of an exempt private trust company may not

be transferred or sold with exempt status. In any change of control, the acquiring conhol
person must comply with the provisions of this Article and the exempt status of the
private trust company shall automatically terminate upon the effective date of the
transfer. A separate application for exempt status must be filed if the acquiring person
wishes to obtain or continue an exemption pursuant to this section.

the exempt status of a private trust company in the following circumstances:
(1) the exempt private trust company makes a false statement under

oath on
any domilrequired to be filed by the Article or by any rule promulgated by the State
Banking Commission; or

(2) the exempt private trust company fails to submit to an examination
as required by G.S. $ 53-377, or

(3) the exempt private trust company withholds requested information
from the Commissioner; or

(4) the exempt private trust company violates any provision of this
section applicable to exempt private trust companies-
(e) Notification of Revocation of Exemption. If the Commissioner

determines from examination or other credible evidence that an exempt private trust
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company has violated any of the requirements of this section, the Commissioner may by
personal delivery or registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, noti8r the
exempt private trust company in writing that the private trust company's exempt status
has been revoked. The notification must state grounds for the revocation with reasonable
certain8. The notice must state its effective date, which may not be before the 5th day
after the date the notification is mailed or delivered. The revocation takes effect for the

before the effective date. After taking effect the revocation is final and nonappealable as

to that private trust company, and the private trust company shall be subject to all of the
requirements and provisions of the Article applicable to non-exempt state trust
companies.
(fl Compliance Period. A private trust company shall have five calendar days after
the revocation is e

that the private trust company has been engaging in or attempting to engage in acts
intended or designed to deceive or defraud the public, the Commissioner may shorten or
eliminate, in the Commissioner's sole discretion, the 5 calendar days compliance period.
(g) Remedies for Failure to Comply. If the private trust company does not comply
with all of the provisions of this Article, including such capitalization requirements as
have been determined bv the Commissioner as necessary to assure the safetv and

Commissioner may:
(l) institute any action or remedy prescribed by this Article or any applicable

rule or regulation, or
(2) refer the private fust company to the Attorney General for institution of a

quo warranto proceeding to revoke the charter.
(h) Private Trust Company Under Prior Law. A private trust company that currently
has a valid exemption under a predecessor statute is considered exempt under this Article.

G.S. $ 53-375. Conversion to Public Trust Company.

(a) A private trust company'may terminate its status as a private trust
company and commence transacting business with the general public. A private trust
company desiring to commence transacting business with the general public shall file a
notice on a form prescribed by the Commissioner, which shall set forth the name of the
private trust company and an acknowledgment that any exemption granted or otherwise
applicable to the private trust company pursuant to G.S. $ 53-373 hereof shall cease to
apply on the effective date of such notice, furnish a copy of the resolution adopted by the
board authorizing the private trust company to commence transacting business with the
general public, and pay the filing fee, if any, prescribed by the Commissioner.

(b) The private trust company may commence transacting business with the
general public on the 3lst day after the date the Commissioner receives the notice, unless
the Commissioner specifies qn earlier or laterd4te'

determination that the written notice raises issues that require additional information or
additional time for analysis. If the period for review is extended, the notificant may
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commence transacting business with the public only on prior written approval by the
Commissioner.

(d) The Commissioner may deny approval of the notice of the private trust
company to commence transacting business with the general public if the Commissioner
finds that it lacks sufficient financial resources to undertake the proposed expansion

f
business of the general public would be contrary to the public interest or if the
Commissioner determines that is will not within a reasonable period be in compliance

ursrraot
to G.S. $ 53-373.

PART 4. Enforcement Actions

Subpart A. Supervision and Examination.

$ 53-376. Authorized trust institution.

For the purposes of this Part, the term "authorized trust institution" shall be
defined to mean any State trust company, trust office; or representative trust office.

$ 53-377. Commissioner shall have supervision over authorized trust instifutions
and shall examine.

Every authorized trust institution shall be under the supervision of the
Commissioner. The Commissioner shall have the authority to periodically examine, and
shall execute and enforce through examiners and any other @

gto
authorized trust institutions. For the mo.e rompl"te aod thotough
provisions of this Article, the State Banking Commission may adopt any rules not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Article, to carry out the provisions of the laws-----::-----:---
relating to authorized trust instifutions and to insure safe and conservative management of
an authorized trust institution under its supervision, taking int
appropriate interest of the creditors, stockholders, and the public in their relations with
the authorized trust institutions. All auttrorized trust institutions doing business under the
provisions of this Article shall conduct their business in a manner consistent with all laws
relating to authorized trust institutions and all rules and instructions that may be adopted
or issued by the State Banking Commission.

$ 53-34. Assessment of State trust companies.

(a) For the cost of examinations and other services, each State trust company
shall pay into the Offrce of the Commissioner of Banks, within 10 days after notice, an
arurual assessment of six thousand doll

such. The amount of trust assets shall be determined as of the close of business on
December 31 each vear.
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(b) If an application for merger or acquisition and control occasions an
examination or if the Commissioner determines that the financial condition or manner of
operation of a State trust company warrants further examination or an increased level of
supervision, a State trust company may be subject to additional assessment not to exceed
an amount determined in accordance with the schedule set forth in subsection (a) of this
sectlon.

(c) The State Banking Commission may adopt by rule the amount to be
collected for processing any application or petition or other proceeding required by law to
be filed with the Commissioner of B
putlicrecor@".

(d) The Commissioner may collect the assessments provided for in
subsections (a) and (b) of this section annually or in periodic installments as approved by
the State Banking Commission.

Subpart B. Enforcement Orders; Trust Company Management.

S 53-379. Administrative orders; penalties for violation.

(a\ In addition to any other powers conferred bv this Chapter, the
Commissioner may:

(1) Order any authorized trust institution, or subsidiary thereof; or any
director, officer, or employee to cease and desist violating any provision of this Article or
any lawfrrl regulation issued thereunder.

(2) Order any authorized trust institution, or subsidiary thereof, or any
director, officer, or employee to cease and desist from a course of conduct that is unsafe
or unsound and which is likely to cause insolvency or dissipation of assets or is likely to

.

with the authorized trust institution.

-pany to cease engaging in an uttauthorized t ost
activity.

(4) Enter any order pursuant to G.S. $ 53-312.
(b) The Commissioner may impose a civil money penalty of not more than

one thousand doll

subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of this section. The Commissioner may impose a civil
money penalty of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per day for each day that
an authorized trust institution, or subsidiary thereoe or any director, officer, or employee
violates a cease and desist order issued under subdivision (2) or (3) ofsubsection (a) of
this section. All 

"irtl 
*oney p"nulti"t.

"ouffy 
s"h""t fu"d"

Consistent

cases involving extraordinary circumstances requiring immediate action, the
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Commissioner may take action without a hearing, but shall promptly afford a subsequent
hearing upon application to rescind the action taken.

$ 53-381. Subpoena power and examination under oath.

The Commi

connection with any subject related to a duty imposed or a power vested in the
Commissioner.

$ 53-382. Removal of directors, oflicers, and employees.

The Commissioner may require the immediate removal from office of any officer,
e

dishonest, incompetent, or reckless in the management of the affairs of the authorized
trust institution, or who persistently violates the laws of this State or the lawful orders,
instructions, and rules issued by the State Banking Commission.

$ 53-383. Review by the State Banking Commission; additional penalties.

Administrative orders issued by the Commissioner and civil money penalties

Commission, which may amend, modifu, or disapprove orders or penalties at any regular
or special meeting. Notwithstanding any penalty imposed by the Commissioner, the State
Banking Commission may after notice and opportunity for hearing, impose, enter
judgment for, and enforce by appropriate process, a penalty of not more than ten
thousand dollars ($10,000) against any authorized trust institution, or subsidiary thereoi
or against any of its directors, officers, or employees for violating any lawful orders of
the Commissioner. All civil money penalties collected under this section shall be paid to

PART 5. Dissolution and Receivership; Conservatorship.

Subpart A. Voluntary Dissolution and Liquidation.

$ 53-384. Required vote of shareholders.

A State trust company may go into vol@

$ 53-385. Corporate procedure.

Shareholder action to liquidate a State trust company shall be taken at a meeting

which, stating the purpose of the meeting, shall be mailed to each shareholder, or in case

of a shareholder's death, to the shareholder's legal representative or heirs at law,
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addressed to the shareholder's last known residence 10 days previous to the date of the
uoy' u

certified copy of all proceedings of the meeting at which the action was taken, verified by
the oath of the president and secretary, shall be transmitted to the Commissioner for
approval.

$ 53-386. Authori8 to liquidate; publication.

If the Co.mlssio"er approv.s

has been made by the State trust company to satisfi' and pay off all creditors. If not so
satisfied, the Commissioner shall refuse to issue a permit, shall be authorized to take
possession of the State trust company and its assets and business, and shall hold and
liquidate the State trust company in the manner provided in this Article. When the
Commissioner approves the voluntary liquidation of a State trust company, the directors
of the State trust co

in
a newspaper having a general circulation in the county, a notice that the State trust
company is closing down its affairs and going into liquidation and notifii its creditors to
present their claims for payment. The notice shall be published once a week for four
consecutive weeks.

$ 53-387. Examination and.reports.

When any State trust company is in process of voluntary liquidation, it shall be
subiect to examination by the Commissioner and shall furnish any reports required by the
Commissioner.

$ 53-388. Unclaimed proper8.

All unclaimed property remaining with a liquidated State trust company shall be
--::----:-------subject to the provisions of Chapter 1168 of the General Statutes.

$ 53-389. Sell or transfer of property.

Whenever
:------;--------
transfer to any other trust institution, whether State or federally chartered, all of its assets
of every kind upon any terms agreed upon and approved by the Commissioner and by
two-thirds vote of its board of directors. A certified copy of the minutes of any meeting
at which the action is taken, under the oath of the president and secretary, together with a
copy of the contract of sale and transfer, shall be filed with the Commissioner. Whenever
voluntary liquidation is approved by the Commissioner or the sale and transfer of the
assets of any State trust company is approved by the Commissioner, a certified copy of
the approval under seal of the Commissioner, filed in the office of *re Secretary of State,
shall authorize the cancellation of the charter of the State trust company, subiect,
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however, to its continued existence, as provided by this Article and the general law
relative to corporations.

Subpart B. Involuntary Dissolufion and Liquidation.

$ 53-390. When Comqlssioner may take charge.

The Commissioner may take possession of the business and property of any State
trust company whenever it shall appear that the trust company:

(1) Has violated its charter or any laws applicable thereto;
(2) Is conducting its business in an unauthorized or unsafe manner;
(3) Is in a hazardous condition to transact its business;
(4) Has an impairment of its capital;
(5) Has become otherwise insolvent;
(6) . Has neglected or refused to comply with the terms of a duly issued

lawfi.rl order of the Commissioner;
(7) Has refused, upon proper demand, to submit its records, affairs,

and concerns for inspection and examination of a duly appointed or authorized examiner
of the Commissioner: or
Tas madq a toluntary assignment of its ass"ts to trostees.

The Commissioner may take possession of the business and property of any State
trust company whenever it shall appear that its officers have refused to be examined upon
oath regarding its affairs.

$ 53-391. Directors may act.

A State trust company may plase its assets and business under the control of the
Commissioner for liquidation by a resolution of a maioriry of its directors upon notice to

Commissioner, or duly appointed agent, shall retain possession thereof until the State
trust company is authorized by the Commissioner to resume business or until the affairs
of the State trust company are fully liquidated, as herein provided. No State trust
company shall make any general assignment for the benefit of its creditors except by
surrendering possession of its assets to the Commissioner, as herein provided. Whenever
any State trust company for any reason shall suspend operations for any length of time,
the State trust company shall, immediately upon suspension of operations, be deemed in
the possession of the Commissioner and subject to liquidation hereunder.

$ 53-392. Notice of seizure; bar to attachment.

ril/hen the Commissioner, or duly appointed agent, takes possession of any State
trust company urnder G.S. $ 53-390 or G.S. $ 53-391, the Commissioner or agent shall,
within 48 hows, file with the clerk of the superior court in the county where the State
trust company is located, a notice of the action which shall state the reason for the action
and which shall be

ary to
serve the notice. The taking possession of any State trust company shall be effective on
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the date when th" a

possession of the Commissioner, and the exercise of the authori8 shall operate as a bar to
any attachment or other legal proceeding against the State trust company or its assets.
After the Commissioner's exercise of authority, no lien shall be acquired, in any manner
binding or affecting any of the assets of the State trust company and every transfer or
assignment made thereafter by the State trust company, or by its authority, of the whole
or any part of its assets, shall be null and void; and the Commissioner shall be substituted
in place of the State trust company in all actions in the State or federal courts, pending at
the time of the exercise of the
authority.

$ 53-393. Notice to trust institutions, corporations, and others holding assets; liens
not to accrue.

Upon taking possession of the assets and business of any State trust company. the
Commissioner, or duly appointed agent, shall forthwith give notice, by mail or otherwise,
of the action to all trust institutions or other persons or corporations holding, or having in

ason or
corporation shall have a lien or charge for any payment, advance, or clearance made, or
liability incurred against any of the assets of the State trust company after possession has
been taken as provided under this section, except as hereinafter provided.

$ 53-394. Permission to resume business.

(a) After the Commissioner has taken possession of any State trust companv,
the company may resume business upon terms and conditions approved by the State
Banking Commission.

(b) When possession of a State trust company has been taken either pursuant
to G.S. $ 53-390 or G.S. $ 53-391, the conditions under which it may resume business
shall be fully stated in writing and a copy thereof shall be filed with tlre clerk of superior
court in the action required to be commenced in cases against a State trust company

(c) Notwithstanding subsections (a) and (b) of this section, no State trust
company that has been taken in possession by the Commissioner under the provisions of
this Anicle shall be reopened to resume a kust busines! unless and until (i) the State trust

been entirely restored to solvency; (iii) the capital stock, if impaired, has been entirely
restored in cash ot

$ 53-395. Remedy for seizure; answer to notice, iniunction; and appeal.

Whenever any State kust company, of whose assets and business the
Commissioner has
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days after the filing of the notice with the clerk of the superior court, file an answer to the
notice and may also upon notice to the Commissioner, apply to the resident or presiding
judge of the superior court for an injunction to e4ioin further proceedings by the
Commissioner. The judge of the superior court may cite the Commissioner to show
cause within 10 days thereafter why further proceedings should not be enioined, and,
after hearing the allegations and proof of the parties with respect to the condition of the
State trust company, may dismiss an application for injunction or may enjoin further
proceedings under this section by the Commissioner. If theiudge enjoins further action
of the Commissioner and perrnits the reop
requi.e of the Stat. trust compatry a s*
its solvency, payable to the Commissioner for the sole benefit of the general creditors of
the State trust company, and upon any terms the judge deems proper. Either party has the
right to appeal a decision as in other actions.

$ 53-396. Collection of debts and claims; commissioner succeeds to all
property of the State trust company.

(a) Upon taking possession of the assets and business of any State trust
company by the Commissioner, or a duly appointed agent, the Commissioner or agent is
authorized to collect all money due the State trust company, and to do any other acts
necessary to conserve its assets and properry, and shall proceed to liquidate the affairs
thereof, as hereinafter provided. The Commissioner, or a duly appointed agent, shall
collect all debts dre ard claims belongiog to ft

real and personal property of the State trust company on any terms provided by the order.
Where the sale is mad" urdet po*r 

"ontuired ade
under that authori8.

O) Upon taking possession of any State trust company under this section, the
Commissioner, or the duly appointed agent, shall have the possession and the right to the
possession of all the property, assets, chooses in action, rights, and privileges of the State
trust company, including the right to resign the trust or exercise the power in all papers
executed to secure

Commissioner or a
an other

incidental rights, privileges, and powers necessary for the right of conveyance and sale.
Upon the motion made, the State trust company or any person interested may be heard,
but the.iudge hearing the motion shall enter an order as in the judge's discretion will best
serve the parties interested.

(c) The officerd and directors of any State trust company, or any State trust
company that is in liquidation as provided by law, shall not hereafter exercise any powers
herein declared to be vested in the Commissioner or the duly appointed liquidating agent.

$ 53-397. Bond of the commissioner; sure8; condition; minimum penalty.
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Upon taking possession of any State trust company, the Commissioner, or a duly
appointed agent, shall execute and file a bond payable to this State, with some surety
company as surety thereon, with the clerk of the superior court of the county where the
State trust company is located, conditioned upon the faittrful performance of all duties
imposed by reason of the liquidation of the State trust company by the Commissioner, or
a duly appointed agent, assisting in the liquidation of a State trust company, the penal
sum of the bond to be fixed by order of the Commissioner, which in no case shall be less
than two hundred ftfty tho"r*d doll*s ($2

as to the sufficiency of the bond. The.iudge hearing the motion may fix the bond.

$ 53-398. Inventory.

Within rir"

a duly appointed agent, shall file an inventory of the assets and liabilities of the State trust
company. A copy of the inventory shall be filed with the clerk of the superior court in
the pending action and a copi shall be kept on file in the State trust company. The
inventory shall be open for inspection during the usual business hours; provided that '

nothing herein shall require the State trust company to remain open unnecessarily.

$ 53-399. Notice and time for filing claims.

Notice shall be given by advertisement once a week for four consecutive weeks in

newspaper is published in the coun8, then in some newspaper having a general
circulation in the county, calling on all persons who may have claims against the State
trust company to present them to the Commissioner at the offrce of the State trust
company, and within the time to be specified in the notice which time shall not be less
than 90 days from the date of the first publication. A copy of this notice shall be mailed
to all persons whose names appear as creditors upon the books of the State trust
company. Affidavit by the Commissioner, or agent mailing the notice, to the effect that
the notice was mailed shall be conclusive evidence thereof.

$ 53-400. Power to reject claims; notice; aflidavit of service; action on claims.

(a\ If the Commissioner doubts the validity of any claim, the Commissioner
may re.iect the claim and serve notice of the rejection upon the claimant, either personally
or by certified mail, and an affidavit of the service of the notice shall be filed in the office
of the clerk'of the s
-::--------::---of the notice. Any action or suit upon reiected claim shall be brought by the claimant
against the Commissioner in the superior court of the county in which the State trust
company is located within 90 days after service, or the action or suit shall be barred.
Obiections to any claim not reiected by the Commissioner may be made by any person
interested by filing the objection in the pending action and by serving a copy thereof on
the Commissioner. The Comryissioner, after investigation, shall either allow the
objection and rqiect the claim, or disallow the objection. If the obiection is not allowed
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and the claim not rejected, the Cornmission

action may question the validity of the claim and the questions of law and issues of fact
shall thereupon be determined as in other civil actions. A copy of the notice that the
obiection is not allowed shall be served upon the person who submitted the claim or
deposit.

(b) As used in this section, "Commissioner" includes the Commissioner's duly
appointed agent.

$ 53-401. List of claims presented and deposits; copies; proviso.

Upon the expiration of the time fixed for presentation of claims, the
Commissioner, or the duly appointed agent, shall make a full and complete list of the
claims presented, including and speciffing any claims that have been reiected. One copy
shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the superior court in the pending action, and one
copy shall be kept on file with the inventory in the office of the State trust company for
examination. Any claim that may be presented after the expiration of the time fixed for
the presentation of claims in the notice hereinbefore provided shall, if allowed, share pro
rata in the distribution only of those assets of the State trust company in the hands of the
Commissioner, and undistributed at the time the claim is presented. Provided, that when
it is made to appear to the judge of the superior court, resident, or presiding in the county,
that the slaim could not have been filed within the period, theiudge may permit those
creditors or depositors who subsequently file their claim to share as other creditors.

$ 53-402. Declaration of dividends; order of preference in distribution.

At any time after the expiration of the date fixed by the Commissioner, or the duly
appointed agent, for the presentation of claims against the State trust company, and from
time to time thereafter, the Commissioner, after the payment of expenses and priorities,
may declare and pay dividends to the shareholders and other creditors of the State trust
company. Dividends may be declared when and as often as the available funds shall be
sufficient to pay ten percent (10%) of all claims entitled to share in the dividends. In
paying and calculating dividends, all disputed claims shall be taken into account, but no
dividend shall be paid upon the disputed claims until the claims have been finally
determined. The following shall be the order and preference in the distribution of the

(l) Taxes and fees due the Commissioner for examination or other
services;

(2) Wages and salaries due officers and employees of the State trust
company, for a period of not more than four months;

(3) Expenses of liquidation; and
(4) Amounts due creditors other than stockholders.

'The 
word o'assst" used herein shall not be deemed to include bailments or other

property to which the State trust company has no title. A statement of all dividends paid
shall be frled in the office of the clerk o

di't/rde"d"
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$ 53-403. Deposit of funds collected.

A11funds collected by the Commissioner, in liquidating any State trust company,

and shall be sub.iect to withdrawal by check of the Commissioner.

$ 53-404. Employment of counsel; accountants; and other experts; compensation.

The Commissioner, for the purpose of liquidating State trust companies as herein

iig 
"trt., 

Comp "t"tt@oontuntr,and clerks necessary to properly liquidate and distribute the assets of a State trust
company; (ii) fix the compensation for the agents, attorneys, accountants, and clerks; and
(iii) pay the compensation out of the funds derived frorn the liquidation of the assets of
the State trust company. Provided, that all expenditures for the pumose herein provided
shall be approved by the resident or presiding judge in the pending action at such time as

the expenditure may be reported, and the charges shall be a proper charge and lien on the
assets of the State trust company until paid. Payments made by the Commissioner
pursuant to this section shall not be subject to the requirements of Article 3 of Chapter
143 of the General Statutes.

$ 53-405. Unclaimed dividends held in trust.

Any unclaimed dividends remaining inthe hands of the Commissioner for six
months after the order for final distributions shall be held in trust for the several creditors
of the liquidated State trust company; and the money so held by the Commissioner shall
be paid over to the persons entitled to the money when they furnish satisfactory evidence
of their right to the money. In case of doubtfirl or conflicting claims, the Commissioner
may apply to the superior court of the county, by motion in the pending action, for an
order from the resident or p.esiding judg

claimant, be determined as in other civil actions. Interest eamed on any unclaimed
dividends so held shall be applied toward defraying the expenses incurred in the
distribution of the unclaimed dividends. The balance of interest, if any, shall be

Commissioner has held the unclaimed dividends in trust under the provisions of this
statute for the creditors of the liquidated State trust company for a period of five (5)
years, the Commissioner is hereby given the authority to pay the principal amount of the
unclaimed dividends to the State Treasurer, to be held by the State Treasurer without
liability for profit or interest until a just claim therefor shall be made by the parties
entitled thereto. Upon payment of unclaimed dividends to the State Treasurer, the
Commissioner shall be fully discharged from all further liabili8 therefor.

$ 53-406. Action by the Commissioner following full settlement.

Whenever the Commissioner has paid all the expenses of liquidation and has paid
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proven and allowed, the fuil amount of the claims, and has made proper provision for
unclaimed and unpaid and disputed claims, and has other assets of the State trust
company, the Commissioner shall call a meeting of the shareholders of the State trust
company by giving notice thereof by publication once a week for four consecutive weeks
in a newspaper published in the county, or if no newspaper is published in the counry,
then in a newspaper having general circulation in the county, and by mailing a copy of
the notice to each shareholder's address as it appears on the books of the State trust
company. Affidavit of the mailing of the notice herein required and of the printer as to
the publication shall be conclusive evidence of notice hereunder. At the meeting, any
shareholders may be represented by proxy and the shareholders shall elect, by a majority
vote of the stock present, an agent or agents who shall be authorized to receive from ttre
Commissioner all the assets of the State trust company then remaining in the

d delivered

thereupon cause to be filed in the office of the slerk of the superior court in the pending
actions a full and complete report of all transactions, showing the assets of the State trust
company so transferred, together with the name of the agent or agents receipting for the
assets; and the filing of the report shall act as a full and complete discharge of the
Commissioner from all further liabilities by reason of the liquidation of the State trust
company. The agent shall convert the assets coming into the agent's hands into cash, and
shall make distributtqn to the shareholders of the State trust company as herein provided.

county in which the State trust company is located, and with the Commissioner, and shall
be allowed for the services such fees not in excess of five percent (5olo), as may be fixed
by the court. In case of death, removal, or refusal to act, of any agent or agents elected
by the shareholders, the Commissioner shall, upon report of the action on the part of the
agent or agents to the superior court of the county in which the State trust company is
located, turn over to the superior court for the stockholders of the State trust company, all
the remaining assets of the State trust company, file the required report, and be
discharged from any further liability to the shareholders as herein provided. The assets,
when tumed over to the superior court, shall remain in the court trntil such time as the
court by order or the shareholders provide for distribution.

$ 53-407. Annual report of the Commissioner; items included.

The Commissioner shall file, as a part of an annual report to the Governor, a list
of the names of the State trust companies of which possession was taken and liquidated;

report of the Commissioner shall show the sum of unclaimed assets, with respect to each
State trust company and shall show all depositories of all sums coming into the hands of
the Commissioner under the provisions of this section.

$ 53-408. Compensation of the Commissioner.

The Commissioner, for services rendered in corurectron with the liquidation of
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connection with the liquidation of each State trust company, including a reasonable sum
for the time of the examiners and other agents of the Commissioner. The expenses shall
be a prior lien on the assets of the State trust company liquidated until paid in firll, and
the Commissioner may adopt rules for fixing the expenses.

$ 53-409. Exclusive method of liquidation.

No State trost compuny 
"t"at"d 

p.iot t

$ 53-410. Disposition of books and records.

All books, papers, and records of a State trust company that has been finally
liquidated shall be deposited by the receiver in the office of the clerk of the superior court
for the county in which the offtce of the State trust company is located, or in any other
place as in the receiver's judgment will provide for the proper safekeeping and protection
of books, papers, and records. The books, papers, and records herein referred to shall be
held subject to the orders of the Commissioner and the clerk of the superior court for the
coun8 in which the State trust company was located.

$ 53-411. Destruction of books and records.

After the expiration of five years from the date of filing in the office of the clerk
of the superior court of a final order approving the liquidation by the Commissioner of
any insolvent State trust company and the delivery to the clerk or into the clerk's custody
of the records of the State trust company, the order may be destroyed by the clerk of the
superior court.

After five years from the filing by the Commissioner of a final report of
liquidation of any insolvent State trust company, the Commissioner, by and with the
consent of the State Banking Commission, may destroy the records of any insolvent State

of the State trust co

.

$ 53-412. Trust terminated on insolvency of State trust company.

Whenever any State trust company appointed trustee in any indenture, deed of
trust, or other instrument of like character, executed to secure the payment of any bonds,
notes, or other evidences ofindebtedness is taken over for liquidation by the
Commissioner or by any other legally reconstituted authority, the powers and duties of
the State trust company as kustee shall cease and terminate upon petition and the entry of
an order of the clerk of the superior court appointing a successor trustee.

$ 53-413. Petition for new trustee.
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Any person interested in any trust, either as trustee, beneficiary, or otherwise, may
petition the clerk of superior court for a new trustee in all cases of insolvency and
liquidation provided in this Article. The petition shall be verified and shall state the
petitioner's interest. The clerk of superior court shall enter an order directing service on
all persons having an interest in the trust to appear and show cause within 30 days from
the date of service why a new trustee should not be appointed. The notice may be served
personally or by publication in a newspaper in the county where the petition is filed or in
an adjoining county if no newspaper is published in that county.

$ 53-414. Publication and notice.

The notice shall be published in the manner required by law for service of
summons by publication and shall set forth the names of the parties to the indenture deed
of trust, or other instrument, the date thereof; and the place or places where the
instrument is recorded.

$ 53.415. Appointment where no obiection made.

If, upon the day fixed in the notice, no person appears and obiects to the
appointrnent of a substitute trustee, the clerk, shall, upon any temrs the clerk deems
advisable and in the best int"rest of all p

and
shall exercise all the powers reconferred upon the trustee named in this instrument.

$ 53-416. Hearing upon obiection.

If objections are made to the appointment of a new trustee, the clerk shall hear
and determine the

$ 53-417. Registration of final order.

The final order of appointrnent of a new trustee shall be certified by the clerk of
the superior court in an order that shall be recorded in the office of the register of deeds in
the county or counties in which the instrument under which the appointment has been
made was recorded, and a notation of the order shall be entered by the register of deeds
on the margin of the record where the original instrument was recorded.

$ 53-418. Petition and order applicable to all instruments.

The petition and the order appointing a new trustee may include, relate, and apply
to any number of indentures, deeds of trust, or other instruments wherein the same trustee
is named.

$ 53-419. Additional remedy.
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G.S. $ 53-413 and G.S. $ 53-418 shall be in addition to and not in substitution for
any other remedy provided by law.

$ 53-420. Report to the Secretary of State.

The Commissioner shall on or before the first day of each vear thereafter file with

State, and the names of any auditors, together with the amounts paid to them for auditing
each of the State

or
contracted to be paid to each of the attomeys. If any attorney has been employed on a fee
contingent upon recovery, the report shall state in substance the confuact.

Subpart C. Conservatorship.

$ 53-421. Provisions for conservator; duties and powers.

When the Commissioner deems it necessary in order to conserve the assets of a
State trust company for the benefit of clients, creditors, and other customers, the
Commissioner may appoint a conservator for the trust company and require of the
conservator a bond with any surety the Commissioner deems necessary and proper. The
conservator, under the direction of the Cornmissioner, shall take possession of the books,
records, and assets of every description of a State trust company placed under
conservatorship and take actions necessary to conserve those assets pending further
disposition of its business as provided by law. The conservator shall have all rights,
powers, and privileges, subject to the approval by the Commissioner, now possessed by
or hereafter given to the Commissioner under the provisions for involuntary dissolution
and liquidation in this Article. All expenses of the conservator shall be paid out of the
assets of the State

rvator
shall be det"r*ired by th" Commirrior"t.rd *hd

.

$ 53-422. Examination.

The Commissioner shall examine the affairs of a State trust company placed
under conservatorshgin the manner and fonn neo

company.

$ 53-423. Termination of conservatorship.

If the Commi$lg49d!-!at!!fiq
any ro

resume the transaction of its business, subiect to the terrns, conditions, restrictions, and
limitations the Commissioner prescribes.

$ 53-424. Criminal liabilities of conservator.
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The conservator appointed pursuant to the provisions of this Article is subiect to

$ 53-425. Naming of conservator not liquidation.

No power conferred in this Article upon the Commissioner, when exercised, shall
be deemed as ar a"t of possession for the

ot is
appointed, deem that liquidation is necessary, the Commissioner shall exercise the
powers for the pumoses of liquidation as provided in Subpart B of Part 5 of this Article.

PART 6. Authority, Hearings, Enforcement, and Severability.

$ 53-426. Commissioner to act under authority of the State Banking Commission.

All the powers, duties, and functions granted to or imposed upon the
Commissioner by law shall be exercised under the direction and supervision of the State
Banking Commission. Wherever provision is made in any law authorizing and
permitting the Commissioner to make rules, the words "the Commissioner" shall be
construed to mean the State Banking Commission, and the words "State Banking
Commission" shall be substituted in the statutes for "Commissioner".

$ 53-427. Commissioner hearings; appeals.

(a\ This section does not grant a right to hearing to a person that is not
otherwise granted by governing law.

(b) The Commissioner may convene a hearing to receive evidence and
argument regarding any matter before the Commissioner for decision or review under this
Article. The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with Article 3,4. of Chapter 150B
of the General Statutes.

(c) Except as expressly provided otherwise by this Chapter, a decision or
order of the Commissioner may be appealed to the State Banking Commission for
review. The Commssioner may affirm, modi

---ld) Appeals from the State Banking Commission shall be to the Wake County
SuDerior Court and shall proceed pursuarrt to G.S. 53-92. An appeal to the Wake Co*tt'
Superior Court does not stay or vacate the appealed order unless the court, after notice
and hearing, expressly stays or vacates the order.

$ 53-428. Civil enforcement.

The Commissioner may bring any appropriate civil action against any person who
the Commissioner believes has committed or is about to commit a violation of this
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$ 53-429. Severability.

If any provision of this Article or the application of the provision is found by any
court of competent.iurisdiction in the United States to be invalid as to any trust institution
or other person or circumstance, or to be superseded by federal law, the remaining
provisions of this Article shall not be affected and shall continue to apply to any trust
institution or other person or circumstance.

Section 2. G.S. 53-2 reads as rewritten:

"$ 53-2. How incorporated.

Any number of persons, not less than five, who may be desirous of forming a
company and engaging in the business of establishing, maintaining, and operating banks
of discount and deposit to be known as commercial banks, @in
dehg e trust and {iduei shall be incorporated in the manner following and in
no other way; that is to say, such persons shall, by a certificate of incorporation under
their hands and seals set forth:

(1) The name of the corporation; no name shall be used already in use
by another existing corporation organized under the laws of this State or of the Congress,
or so nearly similar thereto as to lead to uncertainty or confusion.

(2) The location of its principal office in this State.
(3) The nature of its business, whether that of a commercial bank, trust

company, or a combination of both such classes of business.
(4) The amount of its authorized common capital stock, the number of

shares into which it is divided, the par value of each share; and the amount of common
capital stock with which it will commence business. The amount of capital required to
charter a bank shall be determined as herein set forth by the Commissioner of Banks who
shall give due consideration to (i) the population of the proposed bank's trade area, (ii)
the total deposits of,those depository financial institutions already operating in the
proposed bank's trade are4 (iii) the economic conditions and outlook within the proposed
bank's trade area, (iv) the business experience and reputation of the proposed bank's
management, (v) the business experience and reputation of the proposed bank's
incorporators and proposed directors, (vi) the type and nature of business activities
proposed to be engaged in, and (vii) the proposed bank's projected deposit growth and
profrtability. Except as otherwise provided, the amount of common capital stock required
to charter a bank shall not be less than two million dollars ($2,000,000); provided,
however, such amount of capital may be increased or decreased in the discretion of the
Commissioner of Banks who, after considering the above enumerated criteri4 determines
that a greater capital requirement is necessary or that a smaller capital requirement will
provide a sufficient capital base. In addition to the required capital, every bank shall
have a paid in surplus of at least fifty percent (50%) of its common capital stock. The
capital and paid in surplus required to charter a bank shall be exclusive of any
organizational expenses. This subdivision shall not apply to banks organized and doing
business prior to its adoption or amendment; provided, however, the Banking
Commission is hereby authorized and directed to adopt rules and regulations to keep any
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original required minimum capital f,urds intact to the end that they remain in and with the
bank as a protection for depositors.

(5) The names and post-office addresses of subscribers for stock, and
the number of shares subscribed by each; the aggregate of such subscriptions shall be the
amount of the capital with which the company will commence business.

(6) Period, if any, limited for the "duration of the company."

Section 3. Trust companies organized under Article 1 of Chapter 53 of the
General Statutes shall hereafter be governed by this Article, and these companies may
apply to the Commissioner for authority to amend their articles of incorporation or to take
such other steps as may be necessary or appropriate to conform to the provisions hereof.
The Commissioner shall allow a period of up to one year for this transition.

Section 4. This act becomes effective October I,2000, and applies to acts or
omissions occurring and agreements or contracts entered into on or after that date.
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A Summary of Proposed Trust Company Legislation

The Office of the Commissioner of Banks proposes the addition of an Article23 to
Chapter 53 of the General Statutes. This new article would strengthen and modernizethe
laws goveming trust business on an interstate basis and provide express authority for the
formation and regulatory oversight of nonbank (nondepository) trust companies,
including private trust companies, often referred to as family trust companies.

The new article is divided into six parts: Part I (Definitions); Part 2 (Multistate Trust
Institutions Act; Part 3 (State Trust Institutions Charter Modernization Act); Part 4
(Enforcement Actions); Part 5 (Dissolution, Receiverships, and Conservatorship); and,
Part 6 (Authority, Hearings, Enforcement, and Severability).

Part 1. DeJinitions

Fifty-nine terms, which were used throughout Article 23, are defined. The most
irnportant are "acting as a fiduciary," G.S. $ 53-290(a)(2), "trust business," G.S. $ 53-
290(a)(5I), and "unau*rorized trust activity," G.S. $ 53-290(a)(56). Trust business
includes a broader range of trust institution activities than just "acting as fiduciary."

Part 2. Multistate Trust Institutions Act

Subpart A expresses the intent of this Act. It is to permit banks and other
depository institutions, foreign banks, and trust companies to engage in the fust business
on a multistate and international basis to the extent that it is consistent with safe and
sound practices for the protection of consumers, clients, and other customers of a trust
institution. G.S. $ 53-291.

Subpart B limits those companies which may act as a fiduciary in North Carolina
to state trust companies, state and national banks, state and federal savings institutions,
multistate banks with branches located in Norttr Carolina under the authority of our
interstate branching laws, and out-of-state trust companies and foreign banks licensed to
maintain a trust office in this State by the Commissioner of Banks. G.S. $ 53-293.

Also, certain activities, which may be closely related to a trust and fiduciary
business, are expressly exempt from the coverage of Article 23. Tl.tey include acting as
an agent for a trust institution, professional services rendered by accountants, attorneys
and real estate brokers, securities transactions govemed by state and federal securities
laws, and the sale or administration of insurance products by agents duly licensed by
the Department of Insurance. Other exceptions include the lawful sale ofprepaid
funeral benefits, acting as trustee for a public, private or independent college or
university, including affiliated entities, and trusteeships under deeds of trust made for
the purpose of securing payment of a debt or performance of another act.
G.S.$ s3-294.
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The remainder of Subpart B, G.S. $$ 53-295 through 297,permits North Carolina
trust institutions to conduct a fiduciary business in another state or country, and permits
nonresident banks and trust companies to conduct a trust business in North Carolina on a
reciprocal basis. Both resident and nonresident trust institutions are permitted to register or
reserve any name with the Secretary of State in connection with this trust business provided
that it is not misleading to the public.

Subpart C, G.S. $$ 53-298 through 302, permits North Carolina trust companies to
exercise any powers incidental or necessary to their business; expressly authorizes them to
engage in a trust business in each office permitted by this law provided, however, their
activity in another state is governed by host state law. Each North Carolina trust company
is required to have and continuously maintain a principal office in this State. They may
acquire and maintain trust offices or representative trust offices anywhere in North
Carolina upon thirty (30) days notice to the Commissioner. The Commissioner has the
authority to deny these offices if the company does not have sufficient financial resources
to do so, or the proposed office would be contrary to the public interest. Finally, G.S. $ 53-
302 permits North Carolina trust institutions, banks and trust companies, to establish and
maintain new trust offices or representative offices or acquire and maintain an office in
another state. Again, there is a notice of procedure to the Commissioner who must also
take into consideration the views of the bank supervisory agent in the host state.

Subpart D of the Multistate Trust Institutions Act provides that nonresident banks
and trust companies may establish trust offrces, trust branches and trust representative
offices in North Carolina on a reciprocal basis. In other words, banks and trust companies
from another state may put offices here provided the home state of the nonresident bank or
trust company allows a North Carolina bank or trust company the same privileges. There is
an application process that the Commissioner of Banks must grant or deny within 60 days.
Nonresident banks or trust companies doing business in North Carolina must comply with
North Carolina law. The Commissioner of Banks has authority to examine nonresident
banks and trust companies doing business here (with the exception of federally chartered
banks and thrifts), and is given authority to require periodic reports and the authority to
enter into cooperative agreements, assess regulatory fees and share those fees jointly with
other state or regulatory agencies. See, G.S. $$ 53-303 through 313.

Part 3. State Trust Institutions Charter Modernization Act

Subpart A designates the puqpose of this Act which is to provide for the chartering
of trust companies in North Carolina and permits them to act as a fiduciary and otherwise
erLgage in the trust business. G.S. $ 53-314. It also expressly allows any person residing in
North Carolina to designate any trust institution to act as a fiduciary and allows a trust
client to designate either North Carolin4 or a state where affected clients reside, or the state
where the trust institution has its principal offrce, as the state whose laws govern the
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agreement between the trust institution and the client. This same choice of governing law
is made available with regard to fiduciary investrnents. See, G.S. $$53-315 through3lT.

The new law fi.rther provides that any person acting as trustee or as any other
fiduciary may delegate investment, management or administrative functions if that person
exercises reasonable care, judgment and caution. Also, it allows affiliates of a trust
company to provide services and be compensated for those services if it is allowed by the
trust or fiduciary instrument, as authorizedby court order, authorized in writing by each
affected client, or the standards of G.S. $53-31S are met - that is, the exercise of
reasonable care, judgment and caution. Fees paid to an affrliate must be competitive with
fees charged by nonaffiliates. See, G.S. $53-319.

An affrliate agreement must be in writing and fully disclosed to the client.
Additionally, a trust company must disclose any potential conflicts of interest not less
than 48 hours prior to entering into any trust or fiduciary agreement, or if it has not been
disclosed atthattime, the client has the right to terminate the agreement without penalty
within three or more business days. See, G.S. $$ 53-320 and32l.

Subpart B expressly permits the incorporation of trust companies and sets out the
factors to be considered by the Commissioner of Banks in determining whether or not to
approve the application for a charter. They include the markets to be served, sufficiency
of capital, anticipated volume of business, experience, character, competence and
integrity of the proposed officers and directors, experience, ability, competence and
integrity of principal shareholders (those owning ten percent or more of the outstanding
shares), and whether or not the organizers are acting in good faith. See, G.S. $ 53-325.

There is a notice and application process, and an investigation of applicants. Any
decision in the matter by the Commissioner is appealable to the State Banking
Commission. See, G.S. S$ 53-326 ar:d327.

The minimum capital required to charter a trust company is three million dollars
($3,000,000). The Commissioner may, however, increase or decrease the minimum
statutory capital after taking into consideration a specific finding. Generally, they include
the nature and type of business conducted, nature and degree of liquidity and assets held
in a corporate capacity, amount of fiduciary assets held in a management, the type of
these assets, complexity of fiduciary duties and degree of discretion undertaken,
competence and experience of management, extent and adequacy of intemal controls,
presence or absence of annual unqualified audit by an independent CPA, reasonableness
of a business plan, and the existence and adequacy of insurance obtained or held by a
trust company for the purpose of protecting its clients, beneficiaries, and grantors. See,
G.S. $ 53-329. The remainder of Subpart B deals principally with administrative matters
regarding amendments to the articles of incorporation and the trust company's capital
structure. See, G.S. $$ 53-330 through 334.
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Subpart C provides a trust company with the authority to make certain
investments and loans. Generally, without the prior written approval of the
Commissioner, a trust company may not directly or indirectly invest in facilities,
furniture, fixtures and equipment in excess of its "capital" (which is the par value times
the number of shares issued). Also, real estate acquired for future expansion and not
improved and occupied within three years of the date acquired, ceases to be trust
company facilities unless approved by the Commissioner. A trust company may not
otherwise acquire real estate unless it is necessary to avoid or minimize a loss or a loan
where an investment was previously made in good fait[ unless approved by the
Commissioner. Other real estate acquired must be disposed of within five years unless it
is a period of time it is extended by the Commissioner. See, G.S. $$ 53-335 and336.

Subpart C provides that a trust company may invest its corporate fi.rnds in any
type or character of equity or investment securities provided, however, at least 40% of its
minimum capital (the par value of issued and outstanding shares) must be kept in
unencumbered cash, cash equivalents and readily marketable secwities. Investments and
equity in investment securities in any one issuer, obligor, or maker, held by a trust
company for its own account may not exceed 15% of its capital. This limitation does not
apply to investrnents in bonds or other general obligations of a state, agency or political
subdivision of the State, the United States, or any agency or instrumentality of the United
States (and other enumerated investrnents). See,
G.S. $ s3-337.

The remainder of Subpart C permits a trust company to invest in subsidiaries (up
to a maximum of 157o of its oapital of a single subsidiary), make investments in mutual
funds, but it is prohibited from investing its funds in trade or cornmerce by buying,
selling or otherwise dealing in goods or by owning or operating a business not part of the
trust company business (except as necessary to fulfill a fiduciary obligation to a client).
See, G.S. $$ 53-338 through342.

Finally, trust companies are not authorizedto make loans and engage in lease
frnancing transactions, except in very limited situations is considered a loan or extension
of credit and is subject to the same limitations. See, G.S. $$ 53-342 and 343.

Trust companies may deposit trust fund with itselfprovided that they are
adequately secured. They may also establish common investment (trust) frrnds. Without
the prior written approval of the Commissioner a trust company may not have liabilities
outstanding more than five times its minimal capital and may not pledge or create a lien
on any of their assets, except to secure the repayment of money borrowed. Deeds,
conveyances and pledges or contracting violations of this section are null and void. See,
G.S. $$ 53-344through 347.
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Subpart D provides a comprehensive statutory scheme, consistent with North
Carolina colporation law, for the establishment of bylaws, appointment of the board of
directors, requires that the board meet at least quarterly, provides for a process to protest
mergers and acquisitions, and other normal corpoiate functions. Again, these are
consistent with North Carolina law except where there are special requirements for a
regulated financial institution. See,
G.S. $$ 53-348 tltrottgh 372.

Subpart E expressly authorizes the formation of private trust companies. A
private trust company is a corporate fiduciary that restricts its trust business to members
of a specific family, or entities owned by family members. This subpart provides for an
application process, examination authority, restriction against change of control,
authority to provoke private trust company status and notic,e of revocation or exemption.
Additionally, G.S. $ 53-375 provides authority for a private trust company to terminate
its private status and commence transacting business with the general public, provided it
meets all the standards of a public trust company. As a general rule, a private trust
company is exempted from the minimum capitalrequirement of three million dollars
($3,000,000), can have a smaller board of directors, and is exempted from the
investment and loan limitations imposed on public trust companies. See, G.S. $$ 53-373
through 375.

Part 4. Enforcement Actions

Paxt4 is composed of two subparts -- A and B. Subpart A provides that the
Commissioner of Banks has supervisory and examination authority over trust companies
doing business in North Carolina and for the cost of such shall assess them an annual fee of
six thousand dollars ($6,000) plus $1.00 per $100,000 of trust assets, exclusive of real
estate carried as such. This assessment formula is consistent with the manner in which
banks and trust companies are currently assessed pursuant to G.S. S 53-122. See, G.S. $$
53-376 through 378.

Subpart B provides enforcement authority which includes the authority to issue
administrative orders, provides a notice and opportunity of a hearing consistent with Article
34 of Chapter l50B of the North Carolina General Statutes, the Administrative Procedures
Act as it applies to the Office of the Commissioner of Banks, provides the Commissioner
with subpoena power, authorizes the removal of director's officers and employees found to
be dishonest or incompetent, after anotice and opportunity to be heard. Finaliy, it provides
that any decision made by the Commissioner is subject to review by the State Banking
Commission that may assess additional penalties.

Part 5. Dissolution and Receivership; Consewatorship

Subpart A provides that upon the vote of two-thirds of the shareholders, a trust
company may elect to dissolve and liquidate. Dissolution and liquidation statutes are set
forttr with great specificrty. See G.S. 53-384 through 389.

74



Subpart B provides a very detailed procedure for the involuntary dissolution and
liquidation of a trust company. The most important matter to be considered is the fact that
trust companies, unlike banks, are not insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation (FDIC). Therefore, if it becomes necessary to take over and dissolve a trust
company, that task must be completed by the Commissioner of Banks or his designated
agenls. G.S. 53-390 provides the statutory grounds upon which the Commissioner make
take possession of the business and properfy of a trust company, These grounds include
violation of the charter or bylaws, conducting business in an unauthorized or unsafe
manner, if the Commissioner finds them to be in ahazardous condition (a statutory defined
term), if the trust company's capital becomes impaired, the company otherwise becomes
insolvent, if it neglects or refuses to comply with the terms of a duly issued lawful order of
the Commissioner, has refused, upon demand, to submit it records, affairs and concerns for
examination by the Commissioner or has made a voluntary assignment of its assets to its
trustees. Again, Subpart B sets forth with great specificity the procedures that must be
followed by the Commissioner to effect the involuntary dissolution of a trust company.
These procedures are supervised, for the most part, by the Superior Court. See,

c.S. $$ 53-390 through 420.

Subpart C provides authority for a conservatorship. When the Commissioner
deems it necessary in order to conserve the assets of a trust company for the benefit of
clients, creditors and other customers, the Commissioner may appoint a conservator and
require of that conservator a bond with surety the Commissioner deems necessary and
proper. G.S. $$ 53-42l through 425 sets forth the statutory requirements of a conservator.

Part 6. Authorily, Hearings, Enforcement, and Severability

Sections 53-426 through 53-429 confirms that the Commissioner acts under the
authority of the State Banking Commission, provides for hearings and appeals consistent
with the North Carolina Administrative Procedures Act, provides civil enforcement
authority and severability provision in the event any portion of this Article is found to be
null or void.

Sections 2, 3, and 4 (of the proposed bill)

Section 2 amends G.S. $ 53-2by deleting the authori ty of atrust company to be
organized as a bank" It is the recorrmendation of the Commissioner that in the futwe all
trust companies be organized under Article 23 of Chapter 53.

Section 3 gives the trust companies previously organized in North Carolina as
special limited purpose bank up to one year to amend their articles of incorporation or to
take such steps as may be necessary for them to conform to the provisions of the new
Article 23.

Finally, Section 4 of the bill makes this Act effective October l. 2000.
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