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PREFACE 

The Legislative Research Commission, authorized by Article 6B 

of Chapter 120 of the General statutes, is a general purpose study 

group. The Commission is cochaired by the Speaker of the House 

and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate and has five 

additional members appointed from each house of the General 

Assembly. Among the Commission's duties is that of making or 

causing to be made, upon the direction of the General Assembly, 

"such studies of and investigation into governmental agencies and 

institutions and matters of public policy as will aid the General 

Assembly in performing its duties in the most efficient and 

effective manner" (G.S. 120-30.17(1)). 

At the direction of the 1985 General Assembly, the 

Legislative Research Commission has undertaken studies of numerous 

subjects. These studies were grouped into broad categories and 

each member of the Commissi on was given responsibili t y for one 

category of study. The coc hairmen of the Legislative Research 

Commission, under the authority of General Statute 120-30.10(b) 

and (c), appointed committees consisting of members of the General 

Assembly and the public to conduct the studies. Cochairmen, one 

from each house of the General Assembly, were designated for each 

committee. 
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I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 





INTRODUCTION 

The handling of child support from establishment through 

enforcement is quite an economic phenomenom in North Carolina. At 

present there are over 128,000 child ~upport accdunts under the 

management of the clerks of superior court. At any one time over 

fifty percent of those accounts are in default. Total collections 

for last year were over $130 million. 

In 1984 Congress unanimously enacted the Child Support 

Amendments of 1984. These amendments were in response to census 

data which showed the alarming number of absent parents who fail 

to pay child support, which backers of the legislation called a 

»national scandal.» The amendments make major reform in child 

support law and require certain state laws and procedures. 

The study of child support was authorized by Subdivision (35) 

of Chapter 790 of the 1985 Session Laws. That act states that the 

Commission .may consider Senate Bill 638 in determining the nature, 

scope and aspects of the study. Section 1 of Senate Bill 638 

reads: 

»The Legislative Research Commission may study, 

the issue of child support and related matters including 

consideration of the need to establish a Commission to 

examine all issues related to child support that were set 

forth in the federal Child Support Amendments of 1984 

(P.L. 98-378)." 

Relevant portions of Chapter 790 and Senate Bill 638 are included 

in Appendix A of this report. 

-2-



The Legislative Research Commission grouped this study in its 

children area under the direction of Senator Lura Tally. The 

Committee was chaired . by Senator Helen Rhyne Marvin and 

Repres~ntative Ruth Easterling. The full membership of the 

Committee is listed in Appendix c of this report. 
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COMMITTEE PROCEED I NGS 

The Ch i l d Suppor t Study Committee me t f our times. Below is a 

sho rt s ynopsis o f each meet ing. The mo re de t ailed minutes of each 

me e ti ng ar e available in the Legislat iv e Library of the 

Le gi slative Building. 

Meeting on Decembe r 13, 198 5 

The first meeting of the Child Support Study Committee was 

held December 1 3 , 1985 . The meeting was o r gan i zat iona l i n nature, 

a nd t he Committee was given an overview of t he pr e sen t legal a nd 

admi n i s trative structure of child support in North Carol ina. 

Speakers were present from various gove rnmental a genci e s, and 

pub l ic and private groups, including the Admin is t r ative Of fice of 

the Cour ts , De pa r tment of Human Resou r ces , Cler k s o f Court, 

pri va t e attorneys, Legal Services and the Dis t ri c t Cou r t System. 

Each speaker reviewed his role in child support d e livery a n d 

c omme nted on problems and suggestions for the wo rk of the Study 

Commi ttee . The Committee also heard from the speak ers as to what 

t h e obl i ga t ions of North Carolina were under th e f e deral Child 

Suppor t Amendments of 1985 (See Appendix D). 

The problems listed by the various speake r s are as follows: 

1) Inc reasing caseload in the judi c ia l system and offices 

of the clerks of superior court; 

2) Large number of statutes on child s upport s c a tte r ed 
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throughout many chapters; 

3) Multipl e tracks with varying remedies; 

4) Differing services between judicial districts; 

5) Timeliness of collections; 

6) Cost recovery and cost effectiveness; 

7) Maximization of federal funding; 

8) Computerization and distribution of the money; 

9) Single portal of entry; 

10) Interstate handling of cases; 

11) Duplication and barriers to services; 

12) Fathers' rights. 

Meeting on February 6 and 7, 1986 

The second meeting of the Child Support Study Committee was a 

two-day meeting on February 6 and 7, 1986. The February 6 meeting 

was designed for a full day on "single portal of entry," and the 

February 7 meeting was devoted to consideration of bills to 

recommend to the 1986 Session of the General Assembly. 

On the topic of single portal of e ntry, many different 

opinions were expressed by the various representatives of 

interested groups. Options presented to the Study Committee 

included: 1) single track but not a single agenc~ 2) single 

designated state agency, 3) establishment of a "family law 

magistrate" to hear child support matters, or 4) no single portal 

o f entry. Private attorneys expressed concern over the limitless 

r ange of situations which require different recourses and that 

c h il d s uppo rt should no t be placed in one " adminis t r ative box." 
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Most speakers reiterated that the remedies available in criminal 

court should remain, since they are the most effective . The 

Committee heard that single portal of entry is most effective in 

enfo r cement , not establishment, of child support . 

The Committee next reviewed the Expedited Process Bill 

proposed by an Advisory Committee working under the Administrative 

Office of the Courts. Much discussion centered around the 

qualifications of the hearing officer - specifically, what the 

education and experience of that individual should be . The 

Committee made some minor changes to the bill and directed that 

some language be included to provide a procedure upon a deadlock 

in counties that would be required to establish a child support 

hearing officer. 

In considering S . B. 303 on Income Withholding, the Committee 

took no final action but spent considerable time in discussing a 

proposed substitute . Questions arose as to what income should be 

covered by the committee substitute. Attorneys fees and court 

cos t s were added to the provisions regarding non-IV-D cases. 

Certain procedural details were changed and some minor language 

was rewritten. The Committee heard comment from the business 

community who had many concerns regarding income withholding , 

including employers' obligations, how the civil penalty would 

apply, and how an employer could seek to terminate withholding. 

Meeting on March 21, 1986 

The third meeting of the Child Support Study Committee was 
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Ma r ch 21, 19 86 . The Commi t t ee t o o k a c tion on t h e Expedited 

P roce ss Bill and the Commi ttee Substitu te for Se nate Bill 303. 

Th e Exped i ted Pr oce ss Bi ll wa s a ppr oved aft e r the changes 

f r om the l a s t me eting we r e r e v iewed and d i scussed . 

The Co mmit t ee Sub s ti tute for S. B. 303 was a gain c onsidered by 

th e Study Commit t e e . Two fu rthe r c han g es were app roved by the 

Commi t tee : 1 ) to req uire t he empl oyer t o c ompu t e the a ppropriate 

p er cen tage when th e set a mount of money t o b e withheld is not 

availab le i n the emp l oyee' s sa l a ry f or t h a t p a y pe ri od, and 2) to 

a ll ow a n a c t i o n fo r d a mages o r re in s t a tement by an employee when 

pena l izing acti on is take n by t he e mp loy e r aga in s t the employee 

solel y be c a u se of wi thho l ding . The Commi t tee t h e n a pproved the 

Co mm i tt e e Subs titute f or S . B . 3 03 wi th t hose changes for 

r e c o mmenda t ion t o the 1 986 Session o f t he Genera l As sembly. 

The ne x t topi c c onsi d er ed by t he Co mm i ttee was Ch ild Support 

Guideline s . By Octobe r, 1 9 8 7, fe dera l law re quires that all 

Sta tes h a v e un i f orm, stat ew i de gui d e l ine s that a re numerical and 

na rr a ti ve . Jane t Ma s on of t he I n sti tut e o f Government rep orted on 

t he DHR Ta s k For c e Re po rt t o the Secretary of DHR. Ms. Mason also 

rev i ewe d t he repor t of t h e Co n ference of Chie f Dis t rict Court 

J u d ges to the Chi ef J u s ti ce of the Sup r eme Cou r t . Th e Committee 

then i nst r u cted Sta f f t o draft a bil l to inc orpo rat e l a nguage that 

t h e Confe r e nce of Chief Dis trict Co u rt J u dges s hall d raw the 

g ui de li n es, whi c h shall b e adv iso ry . Af te r two ye ars the 

Admi n is t r ati v e Of f ice of th e Co ur t s sha ll s u r vey t he j u dicial 

d is tr i cts o n t he e ffe ctiveness o f the guidel i ne s a nd rep o rt to the 

Gene r al As s embly . 

The is su e of a d mini strat i o n of the IV-D Pr ogr am wa s n e xt 
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considered by the Committee. Christine Sutton, Section Chief of 

the Wake County IV-D Program cited both the advantages and 

disadvantages of conversion to a completely state-operated system. 

Disadvantages include: 1} start-up costs, 2) loss of county or 

courthouse space, 3) loss of county computerization, 4) changeover 

and disruption, 5) loss of local support, and 6) collections might 

decrease for a period of time. Advantages include: 1) salaries 

would be higher, 2) more staff, and 3) several counties could be 

combined into one system. 

be kept as it is now . 

Ms. Sutton recommended that the system 

Patrice Roesler, speaking for the County Commissioners 

Association, recommended maximum county flexibility and for the 

State to pay fifty percent of the nonfederal share of the program 

expenses. 

J. E. Neves, Director of the Western Regional DSS Office, 

reported on the recommendations of the DHR Task Force to the 

Secretary of DHR. The Task Force recommended that the General 

Assembly enact legislation to delete the county option and 

"freeze" the system. Counties would be allowed to take the 

program back from the State. If counties operate the program, the 

State should share 50/50 of the nonfederal costs. The General 

Assembly should require DHR to establish program standards, and 

funding should be sufficient to implement the standards. 

It was noted by Nina Yeager of Fiscal Research that if the 

State took over fifty percent of the nonfederal share, the cost to 

the state would be $1.5-$1.6 million. It would also be new policy 

for the State to cover the nonfederal share of administrative 

costs. 
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Meeting on April 11, 1986 

The final meeting of the Child Support Study Committee was 

held April 1 1 , 1986. The Committee approved the report and t he 

proposed legislation for recommendation to the Legislative 

Research Commission and the 1986 Session of the General Assembly. 
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ADMINISTRATION OF THE IV-D PROGRAM 

The Committee heard evidence that there a re exce ll e nt 

state-operated programs and excellent county-operated programs, 

and the Committee thinks it would not be cost-effective nor 

prudent to requir e e ithe r program to switch over to the other 

administration. Accordingly, the Committee recommends that no 

mor e counties be allowed to return the administration of the IV-D 

Program to the State , but th~t any county, upon a year's notice to 

the State , may be granted permission to establish a county-admin

i s tered program. 

The Committee recognizes the need for some state subsidy of 

the nonf ederally-fund ed administrative costs of the IV-D Program 

borne by counties. The Committee recommends that Fiscal Research 

and the Department of ~Iuman Resources d e velop a formula or incentive 

prog r a m or some other option by whi c h t o provide this subsidy . A 

poss ible option cou] rl b e fo r the Sta t e to a bsorb at l eas t f i ft y 

pe rce nt (50%) of the nonf e d eral l y- f unded admini s tr a tive costs. The 

Committee r ecomm e nd s that Fiscal Research a nd the De partment of 

Human Resources d e ve l op the proposa l s and report on or b e for e the 

convening of the 1987 Legislative Session. 
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Session Laws-1985 CHAPTER 790 

"(d) It shall be unlawful to operate a noncommercial passenger vehicle 
re~istered or which is required to be registered in this State, including 
passenger cars, pickup trucks and passenger vans, upon any highway or 
public vehicular area with a windshield or any other window which does 
not meet the light transmittance requirements of federal motor vehicle 
safety standard No. 205. Provided, vehicles with a windshield or any other 
window installed prior to August 1, 1985 which docs not meet the light 
transmittance requirements of federal motor vehicle standard No. 205 or 
vehicles transporting deceased human remains will be exempt from the 
provisions of this subsection. 

(e) No motor vehicle inspection rcrtificatc shall be issued on or after 
January 1, 1987 for a motor vehicle subjcrt to subsection (d) with a 
windshield or any other window which does not meet the light 
transmittance requirements of federal motor vehicle safety standard No. 
205. Any motor vehicle otherwise subject to subsection (d) will be exempt 
from the provisions of this subsection provided the vehicle owner provides 
the motor vehicle inspector a document, attesting that any windshield or 
any other window not in compliance with subsection (d) was installed prior 
to August I, 1985." 

Sec. 2. This act shall become effective upon ratification. 
In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 18th 

day of July, 1985. 

S.B. 636 CHAPTER 790 

AN ACT AUTHORIZING STUDmS BY THE LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH 
COMMISSION, MAKING TJ<:CHNICAL AMENDMENTS THERETO, 
AND TO MAKE OTlllo:ll AMENDMENTS. 

The General .-l:;scm/ily of North Carolina I''IHtcls: 

Section I. Studies Authorized. Th1~ Lcf.{islative Research Commission 
may study the topics listed below. Listed with each topic is the 1985 bill 
or resolution that orif.{inally proposed the issue or study and the name of 
the sponsor. Tht• Commission may ronsirler the original bill or resolution 
in determining the uaturc, scope and aspects of the study. The topics are: 

(1) Continuation of tht> Study of Revenue Laws (H.J.R. 17-Lilley), 
(2) Continuation uf the Study of Water Pollution Control (H.J.R. 

141-Evans), 
(3) Adolescent Sexuality Teaching (H.J.R. 275-Jcralds), 
(4) Continuation of the Study on the Problems of the Aginf.{ (H.J .R. 

322-Grecnwuud), 
(5) Continuation of the Study of Municipal Incorporations (H.J.R. 

389-Greenwood), 
(6) School Disciplinl' (II.J.It. 861-Colton), 
(7) Bail ilonrlsmen and Bail Bond Forfeiture (H.il. 967-Watkins), 
(8) Preventative Medicine (II.B. 10!>2-Locks), 
(9) Life Carl' Arrangenwuts (H.B. 1053-Locks), 
(10) State I'l·rsonncl System (II.B. IOG4 -Wiscr), 
(11) Long-Tt>rm ll1•alth Care Insurance (H.fl. 1103-Locks), 
(12) Itinerant Mt~rrhants (II.B. 1170-Laucaster), 



CHAPTER 7!.10 Sc~~ion Laws-1985 

(13) Manufadun•d Housing Zoning (H.B. 1178-Ballance; S.B. 
ti:~!i-l'ly ler ), 

( 14) lnten•st Ratt· J{pgulation (II.J.R. 1227-t<:vans), 
( 1.'i) Undt•rground Storage Tank Leakage Hazards a nd other ground 

water hazards (I I.B. 12~ 1 -Locks), 

(Hi) Mental Patient Commitments (1-I..I. R. 1313-Mille r), 
(17) High-Leve l Radioadive Waste Disposal (H .B. 1373-Diamont; 

S.B. 655-llipps), 
(]8) Stun Guns (I I..J.R. l:l!lO-McDowell ), 
(19) Continuation of tht• Study of Water Quality in Haw River and 

B. l•:ven •tt Jordan Reservoir ( II..J.R. I :~!J3-Ilaekney ), 
(20) Authority of Boards of County Commissioners in Certain 

Count.ir>~ ovt~ r Commissions, Boards and Agt·n<:ies (H.J.R.. 140.'i-Holroyd), 
(21) Superintendt•nt. of l'ublie lnst r u!'lion and State Board of 

Edueation (ll.J.K lt112-Ny<'), 
( 22) l{en tal J{pfcrral Agt·ncies ( II.B. 1 !121-Stamey ), 
(2:!) Child Abuse 'l't•stinwny Study (S.B. Hi.'i-Hipps), 
(2·1l llonw Sdtool i ng Programs (S .• I.lL 22!1- Wi nnPr ), 
(2;,) Prl'l.rial RPlcast• (S.J.It 2!17-Winn<'r), 
(2!i) lnmal<' Suhs tann· Abuse Therapy Program (S.J.R. 317-Ply ler ), 
(27) lnmalt• Work - l{t•lpase Centers (S.B. -106-Swain), 
(2H) Community Collt•!(t' Systl'rtl (S.B. ,125-Martin), 
(2!l) Community Service Alteruative Punis hment and Restitution 

(S.B. ti%-Swain), 
(:!()) State Employ<'l' Salaries and Bcru·fits (S.B. r>lt!-Jordan), 
(:ll) State Infrastnu.:ture NePd s (S.II . .'itll - l{oyall), 
(:l2) ComnwrTial Laboratory Water '!\·sting (S.B. 57a-Taft), 
(:tn Outdoor A.dvPrlis ing (S.B. (ill -Thomas, H.P. ), 
(:l.l) Premium Tax l{at.e on Insurant'<' Companies (S.B. G:13-Hardison ) 
(:~;,) Con tinuation of tht! Study of Child Support (S.B. li38-Marvin ), 
(:lli) Local <:ovt>rnnwnt. Finanein~( (S.B. (i70-Hauch), 
(:!7) Mt>dical Malpral'tit·e and Liahility (S.B. 703-Taft), 
(:~X) Markl'ting of l'Pris hahlt• Food (S.H. 71R-Basnight). 
(:~!l) Child l'rott•dion (S.B. K02- IIipps ), 
(t!O) Lt•gislativP Ethics and Lohhying (S.Il. X2'J-Rauch), 
(·II) SatellitP Courts (S.B. x:,o-Barrws), 
(12) Suhs t.antiVl' Lt•gi s lation in Appropriations Bill s (S.B. X.'i i - Ra nd l, 
(tl:!) St·lwol l•'inarwt• Al't. (S.H. Xt!X-'I'aftJ. 
Sec. 2. T ransportal ion l'rohll'lliS at l'uhlil' Facilities. The Legislativl' 

Rt•s t•areh Com mission may idt•nt.i fy and s tudy transportation problems at 
puhlir transportation fa('ilitit•s in North Carolina. 

Sec. 2.1. Tht· Lt·gi s lati vt• l{t•st•ar!'h Commiss ion m ay s tudy thr 
feasihil i ty of tht> proh i hi I ion of in ves tmcn t by the Sta tt> Treasure r of 
s tocks of the n•tin•mt•nt sysl.t·m s lis t.Pd in C: .S. ltl7-!i!J.2(b)(l1), or of the 
assets of tht• !.rust. fund s of Tlw llni vPrs ity of North Carolina and its 
l'ons t it IH'nt institutions dqws itl'd wi th tlw 'state Treasun•r purs ua nt to 
(; .s. 1lli-:{ti.1 and <: .S . lt17-ti~ . 2( l!l) in a finan r ial ins titution tha t has 
ou t s tanding loans to tlw l{quzhlic of Soul h Afril'a or in stocks, ~wt· uritit•s, 
lJI" olht•r obligations of a l'Oilljlall _v doing hus int'SS in or With tJW i{t~publiC 
of Soul h Afri!'a. 
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Session Laws-1985 CHAPTER 791 

Sec. 3. Reporting Dates. For each of the topics the Legislative 
Research Commission dl•cides to study under this act or pursuant to G.S. 
120-30.17(1 ), the Commission may report its findings, together with any 
recommended legislation, t o the 1987 General Assembly, or the 
Commission may make an interim report to the 1986 Session and a final 
report to the 1987 General Assembly. 

Sec. 4. Bills and Resolution References. The listing of the original 
bill or resolution in this act is for reference purposes only and shall not 
be deemed to have incorporated by reference any of the substantive 
provisions contained in the original bill or resolution. 

Sec. 5. The last sentence of G.S. 120-19.4(b) is amended by deleting 
the citation "G.S. 5-4" and inserting in lieu thereof the following: "G.S. 
5A-12 or G.S. 5A-21, whichever is applicable". 

Sec. 6. G.S. 120-99 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read: 
"The provisions of G.S. 120-19.1 through G.S. 120-19.8 shall apply to the 

proceedings of the Legislative Ethics Committee as if it were a joint 
committee of the General Asst>mhly, except that the chairman shall sign 
all subpoenas on beha lf of the Committee." 

Sec. 7. G.S. 120-30.17 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 
"(9) l~or studies authorized to be made by the Legis la tive Research 

Commission, to request a nother State agency, board, commission or 
committee to conduct the study if the Legislative Research Commission 
determines that the other body is a more appropriate vehicle with which 
to conduct the study. If t he other body agrees, and no legis la tion 
specifically provides otherwise, that body shall conduct the study as if the 
original authorization had assigned t he study to that body and shall report 
to the General Assembly a t the same time other studies to be conducted 
by the Legislativl' Research Commission are to be reported. The other 
agency shall conduct t he tra nsferred study wi th in the funds already 
assigned to it." 

Sec. ll. This act is effective upon ratification. 
In the Genera l Assembly read t hree times and ratified, this the 18th 

day of Ju ly, 1985. 

S.B. 489 CHAPTER 791 

AN ACT TO MAKE ADDITIONA L APPIWPRIATIONS FOR VARIOUS 
STATEWIDE I'ROJI•:CTS AN D FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

Th e General Asiil'mhl!l of North Carolina enacts: 

Section I. The outline that foll ows shows the heading 
"--CONTENTS/ INI>I•:X- - "' and it lists by general category the 
descriptive captions for tlw various sections and groups of sections t hat 
make up the act. Th is outline is for n ·ference only, and the ou tli ne and 
the corresponding entrit•s throughtout the act in no way limit, define, or 
prescribe the scope or applieation of tlw text of the act. 

---- < ~<> NTENTS/INm:X--· 

- SCIIOOL QUALITY ASSLmANC J<: FUNDS 
S P(". 2. 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
SESSION 1985 

SBNATE BILL 638 
Second Edition Engrossed 6/7/85 

Short Title: LRC Child Support Study • . (Public) 

Spon!'lors: Senator ~arvin • . 

Referred to:_iul~nd~rations Qi·the Senat~e~"--------------

ftay 15, 1985 

A .BILL TO BE ENTITLED 

2 AN AC-1 TO AUTHORIZE THE LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COlUliSSIOH TO STUDY 

3 CHILD SUPPORT ISSUES. 

4 The General Asseably of Nor t h caro l ina enacts: 

5 Section 1. The Legislati v e Research Comaission aay 

\....,-6 study the issue of child su pport and related aat ters( s-1 ]( s-, 

7 including consideration of the need t o establish a Coaaission to 

8 examine all issues related to c hild su pport that were set forth 

9 in the federal Child Su pport Aaend aents of 1984 (P.L •. 98-925t.) 

10 7he Legislative Research CoaRission aay aake an interia report, 

11 including recoaaenda tions, to the 198 5 General lsseably, Regular 

12 Session 1986, and may aak e a f inal report to the 1987 General 

13 Assembly. 

14 Sec. ~ This act is e f fect ive upon ratification • . 

15 
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17 
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PROVISION 

Iacome Withholding 

...... -

Expedited Prodesses 

. .. 

\ 

SUMMARY 
CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT 

AMENDMENTS OF 1984 

REOUl: REMENT STATUS 

Sta te agencies must pro- State legislat ionis 
vide f or wage withhold- r equired to imple
ing in IV-D cases when ment t his provis ion 
arrearages accrue equa l It i s anticipated 
to one month' s support. t hat act i on will be 
All new or modifi ed t aken during the 
.orders i ssued in the 1986 l egislative 
State must i nclude a session. 
provision for wage 
withholding when arrear-
.A1lf! 0~1"11,. .. 

States must use expedi
ted j udicial or admi n
i s trative processes for 
obta ining and enforc ing 
court orders. 

. 
- -- .. . . 

An implementat ion 
delay has been r e
quested . We ar e in 
t he process of de
veloping st atistics 
necessary to r equest 
an eventual waiver • 

APPENDIX D 

I 
• ~ I 

! 

. : 

REMARKS 

This provision was pro- . 
vided for in tbe Depart 
ment's 1985 legislative 
package but was not 
adopted. 

. .. ,,. ........ . 

·"' , .•:.;; 
·-.~· :..-

. .... 
-~~ 
" .. ~.-~ 
: .. 
~=~ 

~,--------------~----~.-----------+--------------~------------------
States are requi r ed to Senat e Bi ll 300 amencl Preliminary instructions 

State Income Tax 
Refund Offset 

Pederal Tax 
&efund Offset 

.. 
'. ,. ..... ... ;· ~ ~ ... . ' ·~· 

off -set State income taxed G.S.105A- 2(1 )d have been i ssued to local 
ref unds to coli ect over- whi ch authorizes t he IV-D. Additional policy 
due support in all appro~se of offset proce- instructions are to be 
priat-e I V-D cases wi t hout dures for non-AFDC i s sued. ·· 
regard to intrastate or and interstate cases. · .::,;-
intersta te stat utJ . Notices regarding th ::~ 

" avail ability of tax .. 14 
intercept has been ·"t . . , . 

mailed t o all no~:"' ::;. 
A1'DC c lients . 

States must collect over Pr ogram manual ma
due support from Federal terial has been 
income tax refunds for expanded to i nclude 
all IV-D.cases-AFDC , ~n-AFDC cases. 
Non-AFDC and fosti.er ¢~ ~otfces regarding 
cases. . ~ ,_ ~ the· availability of 

· · ~· : - - ~ .. . - · . t•~ _intercept has 
Fi :.:,::_.::i:.. lbeen- -mailed t o all 

. . clients . 
I 

I 

Local training accom
plished August 15-22, 
1985. 

Policy material to be 
issued September 1,1985 

•.-:· 

~· • • • : · . .. . ... , •• ¥ • ra J ·; . .... , .., ·~ .• · . 
· .· · ... ........... ... ~ ' ~·."': •, . . ... ~· · . ·=r:~ ~,--.. .... ·7j 

. ....• 
.. . . ~ 
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Imposition of Liens 

Post ing Securi ty 
or Bonds 

• . 
--~ 

.iJ , 
·~: SUMMARY 

CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT 
AMENDMENTS OF l984 

State law must provide No change was re-
for imposing liens quired in State 
against real and persona statut es . Program 
propert y t o satisfy overtman.ual sect ion was 
due support . developed t o prov 

guidelines and po 
to l ocal agenc ies. 

State law must pr ovide 
for post i ng of security 
bond or other guarantee 
by an absent par ent with 
a pat tern of over due 
support . 

change in Statut 
requir ed. Pol icy 
pr ocedures have b 
developed and pro

ded t o l ocal I V- D 
agencies . 

. 
• 
i . 

. ~ : 
/ . 

. ; · 

.·• 
-:--- -11! . : 

...• 
--~·. ; 

• · • . F 

Tra ining accomplished 
at local level August 
15-22. 

Policy to be issued 
September I, 1985. 

~ . . 
... : . 

Policy to be issued 
September I, 1985. 

... 

~-

' -------------4----------------~--------~- --· --~--------------
Jleports t o 

· · Credi t Bureaus 

•; . 

... . -~~-· · 

:..:.... 

Publ~~Awarenesa 

,. .; ' 

.. 

When r equested, State 
agencies must· repor t 
over.due support amounts 
over $1000 . 00 t o Cr edit 
Bur eaus . 

f... . • • . .. 
.: &..1 
• jl', • • 

States must r egul arly 
publicize the avail
ability of Child Suppor~ 
Enforc ement Services . · 

. . ' 

.. 

licy with pro(:e
dures for sharing 
information with 
Cr edit Bureaus and 
providing not ice t o 
absent parents bas 

een developed . ) . 
.. I 

~ I 
.. · :-~)' . 

.' . . . : . 
~ I 

nitial action;~o 
provide f or 10: : 
illboards public i z

the pr ogr-: 
ewide baa : :. 

. . 
·'· 

ed. · ;\ 

-~ 1' ! ' 

•.• 
~ ~ ~ 
. ' ' .... . 

·~~' . ·•u ...... ~ ... -~· ~ • . i.l"- l' 

. •. ' ; ...... .. ........ -
·, 

~~ ~ ~ • 
. .; ... 

·, -~ 

Policy to be issued 
September 1, 1985. 

, , . ' . 

Further plans to satisfy 
this pL~ision will be 
initiated by October 1, 
1985 wit h DHR Public 
Information Office. 

_,. .. 
· · i 

, . . ........ . . . .. . ,.., ~ .. 



PROVISION 

Equal Services 

! 

Pees for Services 

\ 

SUMMARY 
CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT 

AMENDMENTS OF 1984 

REQUIREMENT STATUS 

•.· 

• .: . 

. ~ .r 

.. . 

REMARK::i 
~age withholding and ~endments were made ~age withholding legisla-
pther required techniques o North Carolina ~ ion is pending - all 
are mandated for non- ~eneral Statutes to pther enforcement remedies 
11elfare as well as wel- ll llow t he us e of Tax fare provided to all clients 
fare cases. ntercept for non- on an equal basis. 

~C cases. 

States must charge an 
~pplication fee up to $25 
~or non-AFDC cases - to 
~e charged to applicants, 
~bsorbed from St ate funds 
pr charged to the absent 
parent. 

-~-;. .. _, . 

No action was re
quired to implement 
this requirement. 

~e have charged an 
application fee since 
the beginning of services 
to non-AFDC clients.(J963) 
Bowever,G.S. J 10-130. J was 

.amended by Senate Bill 337 
which reduced the applica
tion fee from $20 to $10. 

-
'---------------~---------------------+---------------------~~-------------------
Support Guidelines 

-~. 

- .• 
-

" .. .. ~: \ 

' " -
> . ' . 

:: ·' ~' •· 
) · .. .. 

.: 
-; ·-

State Commissions 
....... 

' ,. , 

' .. ·' ·f. 
.. .. . 

..... 

.States must develop 
suggested guidel ines, 
administratively , j udi
cia~ly or legislatively 
for establishing support 
amounts. 

.:· 

.. 

The DHR Task Force A Committee of State and 
r ecommended that local IV-D emp loyees are 
guidel i nes be legis- working to develop guide
laced by the General lines administratively. 
Assembly .However, the 
Dept. maintains that 
such guidelines 
ahould be developed 
administratively. 

' 
- ·• ·.":" 

/ 

Governors are to appoint A waiver was granted 
commissions to oversee by OCSE. 

The ORR Task Force has 
been revived to study 
the issues assigned to 
~be Commission. 

child support enforce- ~ 
ment systems, with broad 1'-. 
representation of groups 
most affected. 

I 
... 
' , ,. J ;. . 

-t, .: - •.• 
. -. . - ~ 

J 



PROVISION 

Continued I V- D 
Services After 
termin~t ion of 
AFDC 

Mandator y 
Collection of 
Spousa l Support 

\ 
\ 

Medical Support 

Not i ce of 
Collect i ons of 
._signed Support 

r . 

' 

.,-.:a ......... "' 

-~~~ -'i : . • ·· ·· 
. ' ""' . 

SUMMARY 
CBILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT 

AMENDMENTS OF 1984 
.;__ , .' /' .' ,:. 

REQUIREMENT 

Stat·es must continue pro 
v i ding servfce to client. 
f or f i ve months upon 
t erminat ion of AFDC 
benefits . 

STATUS 

Manual material has 
been issued to 
local IV-D agencies 
to address the man
dat ory provision of 
services for f ive 
months after AFDC 
t erminates . 

•' ; , 

.. 
·; . :1 -

~ .. ~ 

REMARK~ 

·. 

States mus t collect spou- Senate Bill 206 
sal support when an order Amended G.S . 110 by 
establishes this obliga- adding a new sectior 
t ion and a IV- D agency is which authorizes thE 
enforcing a chi l d support collect i on of spou-

Manual mat erial has been 
prepared for review by 
IV- D and Policy and 
Liaison Committees in 
September. 

order . sal suppor t estab
lished by a court'"'>' · · 
order when the IV- D 
agency is enforcing 
a child support 
order. 

·..-,.··i: 
, \ .. .. 

Medical support must be 
included i n chi ld suppor t 
orders when hea l t h cover
age i~ available to an 
absent parent at a reason 
able cost . 

Manual material has 
been deve loped to 
provi de guidance to 
local agencies to 
ensure the exchange 
of medical support 

Policy material was 
issued August 1, 1985. 

, coverage informatiot 
between IV-D and 

.. 
. local AFDC/MA unit s 

J,.ncluding proceduref 
for . establishing 

At l east annually States 
mus t prov i de ·notice of 
t he amount of assigned 
support co llected to 
current or former-AFDC""',._ 
recipients . _ _ _ . 

·• ..., , .. . 
.... ~ ·· .... .. - --

. -· ... ..... . 
,.; 

_ .. ,.t;,.,., .,,. .. ..,n,.,. 
Automat ed system 
changes are being 
made to allow f or 

stem generat ed 
notice to client s . 

i · 

.. .... : 
Y. 

. ' · . , · ~··· ·~ ....... .... 
;. . . ..... 

..,... .... 

. .. 

• ~.· ·11 

. ~ . .. . . 

. ; 
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PROVISION 

Accessing Federal 
Parent Locator 
Service 

-Late Payment Fees 

-
\ 
' 

... __ . 

Incentive 
Payments 

.. .. 
.. -. 

! 

.. 
: 

-. 
•. ·., 

' 

. , 

Federal Matching 
for A~~nistration 

.. 
. ... .... ... _ ...... . 

, .. . . . 
' · 

SUMMARY 
CHILO SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT 

AMENDMENTS' ··oF 1984 

REQUIREMENT 

States are permitted to 
access the Federal 
Parent Locator Service 
without exhausting State 
Parent Locator Resources 

. 

STATUS 

The absent parent 
locat i on section 
of the program 
manual has been 
revised to meet 
Federal require-
menta. •W• 

-
--- · . . 

States may provide for This provision is 
the imposition of a fee optional - no 
of 3-6 percent of over- action has been 
due support on absent taken to implement 
parents who owe overdue this provision. 
support in cases in whic ~ 
the agency is attempting 
to collect support. 

.:·-::.~ 

. -~ 

REMARKS 

Policy material issued 
August 1, 1985. 

.. 
' 

-

--- - -

--- - 1-

Federal incentive pay
ments which formerly 
appli~d to AFDC cases 
will .now be based on · 
collections for both 
AFDC and non-AFDC cases • 

.. • J , -

Matching funds for ad
ministrative costs, now 
70%, will be reduced to 
68% in 1988 and 1989, 
and to 66% in 1990 and 
thereafter 

' 
.. .. . ~- -- . . 

~ . 

Information reg~rd 
ing the change in 
incentive payments 
and Federal matc~
ing f unding for : 
Administrat-ion b~s 
been shared withf 
agencie.s via loc• l 
and State trainibg 

f .r .con erences. ·: 
·; i, 

A manual section 
is being prepared 
to provide this : 

~nformation to :: 
local agencies~ : 

; 
I 

I 
I 

' ' <' f 

A manual section is being 
prepared to provide this 
information to local 
agencies. 

.;. 

- - -- ---
.. ,.;~ 
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PROVIS I ON 

Audi ts and 
Penalt i es 

I I 
-

... 

.. 

-
-:-<'"-

\ 
\ 

.. 
_ .... .. 

. . ~ - ... 
· ·. ' . 

: . . 
, . : .. 

. .. .. . -~ ·· ' 

.. 

-

...... 
' 

....• ..• -. 
_ .. ;,_ 

. . .. 
! . 

, 

.. 
.I 

'. 
.. 

SUMMARY 
CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT 

AMENDMENTS OF 1984 

REQUIREMENT STATUS 

Performance based audi ts Local program re-
of State Programs are now view r equirements 
~equired. The current and procedures are 
$ per cent penalty for bei ng r evised t o 
~tates with non-complying be consistent with 

· ··It 

~ograms i s replaced with Feder al regul ations • 
~~duated penalties of 

om 1 to 5 percent. -

· . 

.. . . .. 
' . 

.. 

! 

-
., . -

-... . I . -. ... I .. 

- .. . 
"' 

, 
~ 

"/ 

• 
. .. . 

. 
' \ 

- - •:,:.'.• 
• . 

. . 
.. .• · I 

I .. ' r" . . .. - .. __. 
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.. 
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-· 

"" I 
I 

REMARKS 

. 
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SESSION 19 
8 5 J-074 

INTRODUCED BY: 

Referred to: 

1 A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 

2 AN ACT TO AMEND THE APPLICATION FEE AND COST RECOVERY PRO-

3 VISIONS RELATED TO THE IV-D CHILD SUPPORT PROGRAM. 

4 The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

5 Section 1. G.S. 110-130.1(a) is amended by deleting 

6 the language "a ten dollar ($10.00) application fee" and 

7 substituting "an appropriate nonrefundable application fee. 

8 
For applicants whose gross household income is equal to or less 

9 
than one hundred seventy-five percent (175%) of the then cur-

10 
rently-established poverty level applicable to the applicant's 

11 
household size, the application fee shall be five dollars 

12 
($5.00). For applicants whose gross household income exceeds 

13 
such poverty level, the application fee shall be twenty-five 

14 
dollars ( $25. 00) . 

15 
For purposes of this s e ction, 'household income' means the 

16 
sum of the gross amount of periodically recurring income which 

17 
accrues to the members of a collective group of individuals 

18 
living in one residence consisting of a natural or adoptive 

1!) 
parent who has custody of a dependent child or children whose 

20 
other natural or adoptive parent is absent from the residence, 

21 
t he custodial p a r e n t ' s current spouse , a nd a ll othe r de pende nt 

22 
children. 'Household size' means the sum of the persons 

23 
spe cified as living in the residence a s described above." 

24 



SESSION 19~~ 

1 Sec . 2. G.S. 110-130 .1 i s amended by rewriting 

2 subsec tio n (b) and adding a n e w subsection (b 1 ) to read: 

3 "(b) Except for the applicati on fee, the State shall not 

4 r e c over the cost s or fees of pro v i ding services to a non-AFDC 

5 cli ent whose househo ld income is equal to or l e ss than o ne 

6 h u n d red seventy-fiv e percent (175%) of t he f ederal poverty 

7 gui del ines . 

8 (bl ) The State shall recover the actual costs of p rovid -

9 ing service s t o a non-AFDC client whos e gross hou sehold income 

10 exceeds one hundred seventy-five perc ent ( 175%) of the then 

11 c urr ently-e stablishe d federal pov erty level applicable to the 

12 client's household size until a ll costs incurred on the eli-

l3 ent 's behal f h a v e been r ecovered. The rate o f a ccrual of s uch 

14 cos ts shall b e compute d annua lly by the Department of Huma n 

15 Resources and d i s c losed at the time of a pplication to t he 

16 c lient as a n hourly dollar amount for admi n i strative services 

17 and a n h o u r ly d ollar amount for attorne y' s s e r vices. Incurred 

18 costs may b e recovered b y a ny or all of the following means: 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

21 

25 

26 

27 

28 

( 1) a ten percent ( 10%) deduction from any support 

received; 

( 2) voluntary payments from either the responsible 

parent or client ; 

(3 ) p a yme nts b y the re s ponsible parent which the 

c ourt may orde r, only if such payments do not 

reduce t h e responsible parent's ability to pay 

current s upport and a rrears . 

2 
Page __ 
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1 The appropriate judicial official shall be informed of the 

2 available cost recovery methods at the time a support order is 

3 sought. 

4 A client from whom costs can be recovered pursuant to this 

5 subsection shall be liable for prepayment of any necessary 

6 court filing fees and paternity blood testing fees. 

7 In all cases where ongoing enforcement services are being 

8 provided to a client from whom costs can be recovered pursuant 

9 to this subsection, or in cases in which ongoing enforcement 

10 services are no longer being provided but for whom costs were 

11 incurred and can be recovered pursuant to this subsection, or 

12 in cases in which a public assistance debt which accrued 

13 pursuant to G.S. 110-135 remains unrecovered, support payments 

14 shall be transmitted to the Department of Human Resources for 

15 appropriate distribution. When services are terminated and all 

16 costs and any public assistance debts have been satisfied, the 

17 support payment shall be redirected to the client. 

18 Any costs incurred pursuant to this section shall consti-

19 tute a debt owed to the State by the c lient. Any costs ordered 

20 by the court under subdivision (3) above shall constitute a 

21 debt owed to the State by the responsible parent. Payment may 

22 be demanded from either or both of them." 

23 Sec. 3. Section 6 of Chapter 781 of the 1985 Session 

24 Laws is amended by deleting the language "and shall expire June 

25 3 0 I 1 9 8 7 H o 

26 

27 1986. 

28 

Sec. 4. This act shall become effective September 1, 

3 Page _ _ 
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SESSION 19 
8 5 J-073 

INTRODUCED BY: 

Referred to: 

1 A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 

2 AN ACT TO ACHIEVE GREATER CONSISTENCY AND EQUITY IN THE SETTING 

3 OF CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATION AMOUNTS THROUGH THE USE OF 

4 ADVISORY GUIDELINES. 

5 The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

6 Section 1. G. S. 7A-148 is amended by adding a new 

7 subsection (c) to read: 

8 
n (c) The chief district judges shall prescribe uniform 

9 statewide guidelines for the computation of child support 

10 obligations as provided in Chapter 50 or elsewhere in the 

11 General Statutes. The guidelines shall be advisory and shall 

12 
compute the child support amount as a percentage of the 

13 obligor's gross income and shall be based on specific descrip-

14 
tive and numeric criteria, including the following: (1) 

15 
special needs of the child, including physical and emotional 

16 
health needs, educational needs, day-care costs, or needs 

17 related to the child's age; (2) shared physical custody ar-

18 
rangeme nts or extended or unusual visitation arrangements; (3) 

19 
a party's other support obligations to a current or former 

20 household, including the payment of alimony; ( 4) a party's 

21 
e xtremely l ow or extremely high income, such that application 

22 
of the guidelines produces an amount that is clearly too high 

23 
in relation to the party's own needs or the child's needs; (5) 

21 
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1 a party's intentional suppres s i on or r educ t ion o f income , 

2 hidden income, income that should be imputed to a party, or a 

3 party's subs t a ntial assets ; (6) s uppor t t ha t a party is provid-

4 ing or wil l be p roviding other than by periodic money payments , 

5 such as lump sum payments, possession o f a residence, payment 

6 of a mortgage, payment of medical expenses, or provision o f 

7 health insurance coverage; ( 7) a party's own special needs, 

8 s uch as unusual medica l or other necessary expenses; and (8) 

9 any other factor the court finds to be just and proper. The 

10 c hie f dis t rict judges shall prescribe s uch guide lines before 

11 J a nuary 1, 19 87, and may periodica lly review and revise t he 

12 guidelines." 

13 Sec. 2. The Administrative Office of the Courts 

14 shal l survey the implementation of the guidelines in t he 

15 judicial districts and report to the General Assembly on o r 

16 before January 1, 1989. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Sec. 3. This act is effective upon ratification. 

2 
Page __ 



Federal Child Support Enforcement Amendments of 1984 
(Public Law 98-378) 

Statutory Mandates: 

- Income Withholding 

- Expedited Processes 

- State Income Tax Refund Offset 

- Liens Against Property 

- Paternity SOL 

- Security or Bond 

- Information to Credit Agencies 

- Child and Spousal Support 

- Fees for Services 

Enacted Legislation 

Pending (SB 303) 

+ ( SB 300) 

+ 

+ (SB 336) 

+ 

+ (SB 206) 

+ (SB 33 7) 

Statutory, Administrative or Judicia l Mandates: 

- Notification to AFDC Recipients o f Collections 

- Inclusion of Medical Insurance in Support Orders 

- Child Support Colle ctions for Children in Foster Care 

APPENDI X E 

- Publication of Child Support Ser vices through Public Service 
Announcements 

- Continuation of Child Support Ser vic es when AFDC Terminates 

- Support Guide lines 

- State Commissions on Child Support 





.~rt/7. (;fl rohna 
llousr qf 

~presen ta tt·r__,es 

"R.t!/n~Jz 2 7611 
(919) 73.1-345' 

Representative Ruth Easterling 
Senator Helen R. Marvin 
Co-Chairmen 
Child Support Study Commission 
Legislative Building 
Raleigh, North Caro lina 27611 

Dear Members of the Commission: 

APP EN DI X F 

February 6, 1986 

Allow me t o express to you my a ppreciation and support for t he work 
you are doing in the vita l area o f child support e nforcement in North 
Carolina. 

This is one of the most important studies cur rently being conducted by 
the Legislative Research Commission. A sound program of child support 
is e ssential to the ge ne ral wel fare and, in particular, to t he institution 
of the fami ly. 

Cons ide ring the conscientious manner in which you are approaching y o ur 
duties, I am confident tha t the recommendations you arrive at will be 
meaningful and e ffective. 

I e xte nd t o each of you my pe r sonal regards and best wishe s. 

LBR:dhb 

cc : The Honorab l e Robe r t Jordan, III 
The Honorable Frankl in Freeman 

S incerel y yours , 

Liston B. Ramsey 
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ROBERT B. JORDAN Ill 
UEUTESAST GOVERNOR 

OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

RALEIGH 27611 

Februa ry 6, 1986 

The Honorable Helen Marvin, Co-Chair 
The Honorable Ruth Easterling, Co-Chair 
LRC on Chilo Support Enforcement 
Legislative Builaing 
Raleigh, NC 27611 

Dear Members of the Chilo Support Stuay: 

APP ENDIX G 

I appreciate t he invitation t o meet with you toaay 
ana regret that I cannot be in attenaance. I want to 
stress to each of you the importance of the work you are 
acing for the Legislative Re search Commission. 

Many of the reforms recently initiatea in the chilo 
support system are the result of strong leaaership on 
the part of the General Assembly. We have seen 
collections increase since better enforcement measures 
have been manaatea in North Carolina, and children of 
both AFDC and non-AFDC parents have benefited a great 
deal. Your role is vital in the coming years in further 
strenthening the process by which chilaren receive from 
the absent parent the court-orderea support they so 
richly deserve. 

We are at an important crossroaas in implementing 
an effective system of chilo support enforcement. Our 
state's response to the feaeral Child Support Amendments 
of 1984 and the evaluation of reforms enacted by the 
legislature during the last few years is critical. 
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In your deliberations, I ask that you 9ive 
particular attention to the question of adm1nistrative 
responsibility for the child support program, the need 
for payment guidelines, and the processes by which child 
support actions can be expedited. An idea of special 
interest to me, is the single intake proposal. I want 
you to pursue this option with the greatest speed, 
possibly recommending piloting the project for some 
counties as early as June 1986. 

Be assured of my strong interest in your work and 
in effectively managing the child support system so that 
the proper beneficiaries receive financial support. I 
plan to be personally involved in negotiations with the 
business community, the judiciary and the administration 
to further strengthen the child support system. Our 
immediate goal should be to facilitate a single portal 
of entry for collections enforcement and to establish 
good management practices for all child support actions. 

These goals require our best and deserve our fnll 
and immediate attention. I know you join me in these 
challenges. 

Sincerely, 

AJ!y 
Bob Jordan 

cc: The Honorable Liston Ramsey 
The Honorable Franklin Freeman 
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INTRODUCED BY: 
Proposed Committee Substitute f o r SB 303 

Referred to: 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE GENERAL STATUTES TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES 

FOR WITHHOLDING FROM WAGES AND OTHER INCOME I N CHILD SUPPORT 

CASES AS REQU IRED BY FEDERAL LAW . 

The General Assembly of North Carolina e nacts : 

Section 1. G.S. 110- 129 is ame nded by adding the 

following new subdivisio ns at the end o f t he sec tion to read : 

"( 6 ) ' Ch ild Support Hearing Officer ' means a c lerk or 

deputy or a s sistant c l erk of superior court or a 

ma g istra te who has been designa ted pursuant to 

Article 2 o f Chapter 50 t o hear a nd enter orders 

i n c hild s uppor t cases . 

( 7) ' Disposable i ncome ' means any form of per iodic 

payment to an indiv idual , regardless of sources, 

inc luding but not limi ted t o wages, salary, 

commi ssion, self- employment income, bonus pay, 

s everance pay , sick pay , i ncentive pay, v aca tion 

pay, compensation as an independent contrac tor , 

worker's c ompensati on , d i sabil i ty , annui t y , 

survivor' s benefits , pension and retirement 

benefits, intere st , d i v i dends, r ents , royalt i es , 

trust income and other similar payments , whic h 

remain aft er t he deduction o f amounts for 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

( 8 ) 

(9) 

federal , state, and loca l taxes , Socia l Securi 

ty, and i nvol unta ry retirement cont rib utions. 

However , Supplemental Se c ur i t y I ncome, Aid for 

Dependent Children , 

p a yment s shal l b e 

i ncome. 

a nd o ther pub l ic a ss i s tance 

exc l uded from d isposa ble 

For employe r s, wages mean s ' wage' as i t i s 

de f i ned by G.S. 95- 25. 2(16 ). 

' IV-D c a se ' me a ns a case in which services have 

been applied for or a r e being p rov i ded by a 

chi l d s upport e n forc ement agenc y e stablished 

p ursuant to Title IV-D of the Socia l Security 

Ac t as amended and t h is Ar tic l e . 

'Non- I V-D case' mean s 

I V-D c a se , i n which 

obliga t ed to b e p a i d. 

a ny 

child 

c ase, other 

s upport is 

than a 

lega l ly 

(10) 'Initiat ing pa rty' me a n s t he party, the attorney 

f or a party , a child support enforcement agency , 

or the c lerk o f s uperi or court who i n itia t e s an 

action , procee d i ng , or procedure as al l owed or 

r e quired b y l aw for the establ i shment or en

f orc e ment of a chi l d support obl i gation. 

(11) 'Mistake o f fac t' means that the obl i gor : 

(a ) i s not i n arre ars i n a n amount equal to the 

s uppor t paya b le f o r one month ; o r 

(b) did not r e quest that withholding beg in, i f 

withholding i s pursuant to a p u r porte d 

r equest by the obl i gor for withholding ; or 

Page 2--
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1 (c) is not the person subject to the court 

2 order of support for the child named in the 

3 advance notice of withholding. 

4 (12) 'Obligee', in a IV-D case, me a ns the child 

5 support enforcement agency, and in a non-IV-D 

6 case means the individual to whom a duty of 

7 support is owed or the individual's l egal 

8 representative. 

9 (13) 'Obligor' means the individual who owes a duty 

10 to make child support payments under a court 

11 order. 

12 (14) 'Payor' means any payor, including any federal, 

13 state, or local governmental unit, of disposabl e 

14 income to an obl i gor. When t he payor is an 

15 employer, payor means employer a s is defined 

16 under the Fair Labo r Standard s Act." 

17 Sec. 2. G.S. 110-136 i s r epealed. 

18 Sec. 3. Article 9 o f Chapter 110 of the General 

19 Statutes is amended by adding new sections following G.S. 

20 110-136.2 to read: 

21 "§ 110-136.3. Income withholding procedures; applicabil-

22 ity.--(a) Required conte nts of support orders. All child 

23 support orders, civil o r crimina~ , entered o r modified in the 

21 State be ginning October 1, 1986, s hall: 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(1) r equire the ob l igor t o keep the c l erk of cour t 
• 

or IV-D agency informed o f hi s current residence 

and mai ling addres s a nd o f the name and address 

of any payor of his d i sposable income and of the 

Page 3..-
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1 amount a nd effective date of any s ubstantial 

2 c hange i n his disposable i ncome, and 

3 (2 ) prov i de f o r impleme ntation of income withholding 

4 procedures as provided in this Article. 

5 (b) When obl i gor subjec t t o withhol ding . An obl igor 

6 s hal l become s ub ject to income withholding on the earliest of: 

7 (1 ) t he da t e on which the obligor f ails to make 

8 l egally obligated chi ld support payment s in an 

9 amount e qual to t he support p'a ya b le for one 

10 month; o r 

11 (2 ) the date on which t he obl igor requests wi thhold-

12 i ng . 

13 (c ) App l icability ; i nterstat e cases . Notwithstanding any 

14 other provi sion of law , the i ncome withholding provisions of 

15 t h is Art i cle s ha l l apply to any civil or criminal chi l d support 

16 order, e ntere d or modified before, on , or after October 1 , 

17 1 986. I n i ntersta t e case s , such provisions shal l apply to a 

18 child support orde r o f thi s o r any other state . The law of the 

19 state i n which t he s upport order was e ntered sha l l apply in 

20 determining whe n withholding shall be implemented . The l aw and 

21 proce dures o f t he sta t e where the obligor is employe d shall 

22 app l y in al l othe r respects. 

23 (d ) IV- D procedures and regula tions. Procedures, rules , 

24 and regulations necessa r1 fo r child suppor t enforcement 

25 agencies to e ffect t he income ~,C;i thholding provisions of t his 

26 Article in IV-D cases s hall be established by t he Secr etary of 

27 the De partment of Huma n Re sources or hi s designee . 

28 
4 

Page __ 
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1 "§ 110-136.4. Implementation of withholding in IV-D 

2 cases.--(a) Advance notice of withholding. When an obligor in 

3 a IV-0 case becomes subject to income withholding, the obligee 

4 shall, after verifying the obligor's current employer or other 

5 payor, wages or other disposable income, and mailing address, 

6 serve the obligor with advance notice of withholding in accor-

7 dance with G.S. 1A-1, Rule 4, Rules of Ci vil Procedure. 

8 (b) Contents of advance notice. 'l'he advance notice to 

9 the obligor shall contain, at a minimum, the following informa-

10 tion: 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(1) whether the proposed withholding is based on the 

obligor's failure to make legally obligated 

payments in an amount equal to the suppor t 

payable for one mont h or on the obligor's 

request for withho l d i ng; 

(2) the amount of overdue s upport, t he t o tal amount 

to be withheld , a nd when the withholding will 

occur; 

(3) the name of e ach c h i ld for whos e benefit the 

child support is due, and information sufficient 

to identify the court order under which the 

obligor has a duty to support the child ; 

(4) that the withholding will apply to the obligor's 

wa ges o r other sources of disposable income from 

current payors and all s ubsequent payors and may 

apply to othe~ s ources of income once the 

procedure s under this section are invoked; 

5 Page __ 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

21 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(c) 

(5 ) an explanation of the obligor's rights and 

respons i bi l ities pursuant to this section; 

(G) that wi thholding wi ll be continued until ter

minated p ursua nt to G.S. 110-136.10 . 

Contes t ed wi thholding . The o b ligor may c onte s t the 

withholding only on the basis of a mistake of fact. To contest 

t he withholding, the obl i gor must, within 10 days of receipt of 

the advance notice of wi t hholding, request a hear ing i n t he 

county where the support order was entered before the child 

support hearing officer where established or before t h e dis

trict cour t and g i ve notice to the obligee s pec i fying the 

mi s t ake o f fact upon which the hearing request is based . If 

t he asser ted mistake of fact can be resolved by agreement 

betwe en the obligee and the obligor , no hearing s hal l occur . 

Otherwise , a hearing shall be held and a determination made , 

within 30 days of the obligor's receipt of the advance notice 

of withholding , as to whether the asserted mistake of fact is 

valid . No wi thholding sha ll occur pending the hearing dec i 

sion . The failure to ho l d a hearing within 30 days shall not 

inva l idate a n otherwise proper ly entered order . If it is 

determined t hat a mistake of fact exists, no withholding sha l l 

occur . Otherwise , within 45 days of the obligor's receipt of 

the advance notice of withholding, the obligee shall serve t he 

payor, pursuant to G.S. 1A-1 , Rule 4, Rule s o f Civil Procedure , 

with notice of his obligation to withhold , and shall ma i l a 

copy o f s uch notice to the obligor and f ile a c opy with the 

cle rk. In the e v e nt of appea l , withholding s h a ll not be 

st.ayed . If the appea l is concluded in favor of the ob ligor, 

Page6__ 
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1 the obligee shall promptly repay sums wr ongfully withheld and 

2 notify the payor to cease withholding . 

3 (d) Uncontested withholding. If the obligor does not 

4 contest the withholding within the 10- day response period, the 

5 obligee shall serve the payor, pursuant to G.S. 1A-1, Rule 4, 

6 Rule s of Civil Procedure, with notice of h i s obligation to 

7 withhold, and shall mail a copy of such notice to the obligo r 

8 and file a copy with t he clerk. 

9 (e) Payment not a defense t o withhold ing. The payment of 

10 overdue support shall not be a basi s for terminating or not 

11 implementing withholding . 

12 (f) Multiple withhold ings . The ob l i gor must notify the 

13 obligee if the obligor is curren t ly sub ject to another with-

14 holding for child support. In t he case of t wo or more with-

15 holdings against one ob ligor, the ob lige e or obligees s hal l 

16 attempt to reso lve any con f lic t be t ween the orders in a manner 

17 that is fair a nd equitable to all partie s and within the limits 

18 spec i fie d by G . S . 11 0- 1 3 6 . 6 . I f the conflict cannot be so 

19 r e solved, a n injured party, upon r eque s t , shal l be granted a 
• 

20 heari ng in a ccordance with t he procedure s pecified in G.S. 

21 110-136.4 (c). The con f lict between the wi thholding orders 

22 shall be resolved in accordanc e with G.S. 110-1 36 . 7 . 

23 (g) Inability to imp l ement withholding. When an obligor 

21 is sub ject t o wi t hholding , but withholding under t his sec t ion 

25 cannot be implemente d becaus e t he obligor' s location is un-

26 known, b e c a use the extent a nd s ource o f hi s d i sposable income 

27 cannot be deter mi ned , or f or a ny othe r reason, t he obligee 

28 sha ll eithe r request the c ler k of superior court to i nitiat e 

Pager--
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1 enfor cement proceedings under G.S. 15A-1344 .l(d) or G. S . 

2 50-1 3. 9(d) o r take o t her appropriate available measures to 

3 

4 

5 

6 

e nforce the support obl igation . 

(h ) Modi f i cation o f withholding. When a n orde r fo r 

withholding has been entered under thi s section , the obli gee 

may modify the wi thholding based on changed circumstances . The 

7 obli gee shall p roceed as is provided in t his section . 

8 (i ) Appl icabi lity of section. The provisions of this 

9 

10 

secti on a pp l y to I V-D cases only . 

" § 110-1 36 .5. Implementation of withholding in non- IV- D 

l1 cases .-- (a ) Motion or complaint or consent order for wi t hhold-

12 i ng . Notwithstanding any other provision of l aw , any obligee 

l3 may a pply to the court f o r an order of income wi thholding , or 

14 a t any time t he parties may agree to income withholding by 

15 consent order. The obligee may apply t o the court by motion or 

16 i n an i ndependent action. The mot ion or complaint shall be 

17 veri fied and state , to t he extent known : 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(1 ) that the obligor is under a court order to 

provide chi ld support , and information suffi

cient to identify the order; 

(2 ) that the obligor is delinquent in an amount 

e qua l to the support payable for one month or 

that " the obligor has requested that income 

withholding begin; 

(3 ) the amount of overdue support a nd t he tota l 

amount sought to be wi thheld ; 

(4) the name of each child for whose benefit s uppor t 

is due; 

Page 8----
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1 (5) t he name , l ocation, a nd mail ing a ddress o f t he 

2 payor or p a yors f rom whom wi thholding is sought 

3 and the a mount o f the obl igor' s monthly d ispos -

4 able earnings f rom e a ch payo r . 

5 (b) Notice to obligor . The mot ion o r comp laint sha l l 

6 include or be accompani e d by a not ice to t he ob ligor, s t ating : 

7 (1) that wi thholding , i f i mplemented, wi l l appl y to 

8 the obligor' s current p a yors a nd a ll s ubsequent 

9 payors ; 

10 (2) that withhold ing , i f impleme nted , wi l l b e 

11 continued unt i l terminated pur s uan t t o G. S . 

12 110-136.1 0 . 

13 ( c ) Order f o r wi t hho l d i ng . I f the c h i l d support hearing 

14 officer or district cour t j udge f inds a fte r heari ng evidence 

15 that the obligor, at the time o f the fi l ing of the motion o r 

16 complaint was, or a t the time of the hear ing is , de linq ue nt in 

17 child support payments in an amount equa l to the s upport 

18 payable for one mont h or that the obligor has r e queste d t hat 

19 income withholding be g in , the court s ha ll enter an orde r f or 

20 income withholding, un less : 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(1) the obl i gor proves a mistake of f ac t ; o r 

( 2 ) t he cour t f inds t hat t he chi ld s upport 

obligation c an be enforce d a nd the chi l d 's right 

to receive support c an be ensured wi thout ent r y 

of an o r de r for income withholding; or 

(3) the c ourt finds that t he obligor has no d ispo s - f 

ab le income subject to withho l ding or t hat 

9 
Page--
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1 wi t hholding i s no t feas i ble for a ny other 

2 r e ason. 

3 I f t he obl i go r f a ils t o r e spo nd or a ppe ar , the court s hall hea r 

4 e v i dence a nd e nter a n orde r as provided herein . 

5 (d ) Notice t o pa yor and obli gor . I f an orde r f or i ncome 

6 wi t hho lding i s entered, a notic e o f obl igation to wi thho l d 

7 shal l be s e rved by c ertifi ed mai l, retur n receipt reque sted , on 

8 t he pa yo r o r payers and t he obl i gor. 

9 (e ) Mod i f i c a t i on o f wi t hho ldi ng. When an order f or 

10 wi t hhold ing ha s be e n e ntered under thi s section , a ny par t y may 

11 fi l e a motion s e eki ng modi f icat i on of t he wi thhol ding base d on 

12 changed circumstances . 'I'he c lerk or the court on its own 

13 mot i on ma y i nitiate a hearing for modification when it appe ars 

14 that modi f i cation o f t he withhol ding is requir ed o r a pp r opri-

15 ate . 

16 "§ 110-136 . 6 . Amount to be withheld .--(a) Computation of 

17 amount. When i ncome withholding is implement ed pursuant t o 

18 thi s Artic l e , t he amount t o be withhe l d shall i nc l ude: 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

(1 ) an amount sufficient to pay current child 

support; a nd 

(2) a n a dditional amount toward l iqui dati on o f 

arr ear ages; and 

(3 ) a pr ocessing fee of two dollars ($2 . 00) to cover 

24 the cost of withholding , to be re t ained by the 

25 payor for each withhold ing unless wai ved by t he 

26 payor . 

27 The amount wi thheld may also include court costs and attor neys 

28 fees as may be awarded by the cour t i n non-IV-D cas es onl y . 
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1 (b) Limits on amount wi thheld . Withholding for current 

2 support, arrearages, processing fee s , court cos t s, and attar-

3 neys fees shall not exceed forty percent (4 0% ) of the obligor's 

4 disposable income for one pay period from the payor for any one 

5 order of withholding. The sum o f mu l tiple withholding orders 

6 for current support, arrearages, p r oce s sing fees, court costs, 

7 and attorneys fees shall not e xceed : 

8 ( 1) forty-five percen t (45% ) of disposable i ncome 

9 for one pay period from the payor in t he case of 

10 an obligor who is s upport ing his spouse or ot her 

11 dependent children; or 

12 ( 2) f ifty percent (50%) of d ispos able income for o ne 

13 pay period f rom the payor i n the case o f a n 

14 obligor who i s not supporting a spouse or other 

15 dependent childr en . 

16 (c) Conte nts of order and not ice. An order or advanc e 

17 notice for withho l ding a nd a ny not i ce t o a payo r o f his 

18 obligation to withhold s hal l state a s pecific mone y amoun t t o 

19 be withheld. The no tic e shal l c learly ind icate t ha t i n no 

20 e vent shall the amount withheld exceed t he appropriate percent-

21 age of disposable i ncome pai d by a payo r as provided in sub-

22 section (b) . 

23 11 § 110-136. 7 . Mu l t i ple withholding.--When an obligor i s 

24 subject to more than one wi thho l ding f or c hild support, with-

25 holding for current chi ld support shall have priority over 

26 pas t-due support. Whe re two or more orders for current support 

27 exi st , each family s hall rece ive a pro rata share of the t o tal 

28 
11 
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1 a mount withheld base d on the respective child suppo r t o rders 

2 bei ng enforced . 

3 "§ 110- 136 . 8 . Notice to payor; payor's responsibil-

4 iti es. --(a ) Contents of not ice. Notice to a p a yor o f his 

i 0 5 obligation t o withhold shall i nclude information regarding the 
I 

6 pa yor's r ights and responsibilities , the penalties under this 

7 s ection , and the maximum percentages of disposable i ncome that 

8 may be withheld a s provi ded in G.S. 110-136.6 . 

9 (b) Payor's responsibi l ities . A payor who has been 

10 properl y s erved with a notice to withhold i s required to : 

11 ( 1) withhold from the obligor's disposabl e income 

12 and , wi thin 10 dayti of the date the obligor is 

13 paid , send to the clerk of superior court spec-

14 i fied in the notice , the amoun t speci f ied in the 

15 notice , b u t in no event more than the amount 

16 allowed by G. S. 110-136.6; however , if a l e sser 

17 amount of disposable income is avai l able for any 

18 pay period , the payor shall , using t he percent-

19 ages as provided in G.S . 110-136.6 , compute and 

20 send the appropriate amount to the c lerk of 

21 court; 

22 (2) continue withholding until f urther notice from 

23 the IV-D obligee or the c l erk of superior court; 

24 (3 ) withhold for child support before withhol ding 

25 pursuant to any other legal process under state 

26 law against the same disposable income ; 

27 (4 ) begin withholding f rom the first payment due the 

28 obligor in the first pay period that occ urs 14 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

days following the date t he notice of the 

obligation to withho l d wa s s e rved on the payor; 

(5) promptly notify t he obligee in a IV-D case, or 

the clerk of superior c o u r t in a non- IV-D case, 

in writing: 

a. 

b. 

if there is more t han one c h i ld support 

withholding for the obligor; 

when the obligor terminates e mployme nt or 

otherwise c e ases to be e n t it l ed to d ispos 

able income from the payor, and provide the 

obligor's las t known address, and t h e name 

12 and address of his new employer, i f kn own ; 

13 c. of the payor 's inabi lity to comply with the 

14 withholding for any r e a son. 

15 (c) Change in obligor' s emp loyment . If the obligor 

16 changes employment within the State when withho l di ng i s in 

17 effect, the requirement for withholding shall continue , and 

18 (1) in a IV-D case, t he IV-D obligee sha ll make any 

19 necessary adjus tments to the wi thholding, notify 

20 the obligor and his new employer in accordance 

21 with thi s section, and file a copy o f the 

22 adjusted withho lding with the clerk of superior 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

court; 

( 2) in a non-IV-D case , the cle r k shall serve a 

notice of obligatio n t o withho ld according to 

the terms of the wi thho lding o rder on the new 

employer and on the obl i gor ; i f t he obligor or ' 

p a yor g ives notice that an a dj u stment to t he 
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1 withhol ding order, other than t he change i n 

2 payor, i s needed, t he matter s hal l be scheduled 

3 for hearing before a child support hearing 

4 o f f i c e r or distric t court judge who shall make 

5 a ny necessa ry ad justments to t he wi thholding. 

6 (d) The payor may c ombine amounts withheld from obl igors' 

7 disposabl e incomes i n a s ingle payment to each c l erk of superi-

8 or c our t if the payor separ ately identifies by name and case 

9 number t he portion of the s i ngle payment attributable t o each 

10 individua l ob l igor . 

11 (e) Prohibited conduc t by payor; civil penalty. Notwith-

12 standing a ny othe r provis i on of law, when a court finds , 

13 pur suant to a motion i n the cause filed by the initiat i ng party 

14 j oining the payo r as a third party defendant , with 30 days 

15 notice to a nswe r t he mo t ion , that a payor has willfu l ly r e fused 

16 to comply wi th t he p r ovis ions o f this section , s uch pa yor s ha l l 

17 be o rder ed t o commence withholding and shal l be held l i ab l e to 

18 the initiati ng party f or any amount which such payor shoul d 

19 have withhe ld, except t hat such payor shall no t be r e quired to 

20 vary t he norma l pay o r disbursement cycles in order to comply 

21 with t hese p rovisions. 

22 A payor sha l l not di s charge from employment , refu'se to 

23 emp loy , or otherwise take di sci plinary action aga i nst any 

24 respons ible parent solely because o f the withhol ding . When a 

25 court f inds, pursuant to a motion fi l e d b y the initia ting 

• 26 party , that a payor ha s taken any of these a c tion s , the empl oy-

27 er shall be l i ab l e for a civil penalty to be paid to the 

28 i n i tiating part y for t he bene fit o f the chi ldren c overed by the 
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1 support order. For a first offense, the civil penalty shall be 

2 one hundred dollars ($100.00). For second and third offenses, 

3 the civil penalty shall be five hundred dollars ($500.00) and 

4 one thousand dollars ( $1, 000) , respecti vely. Any payor who 

5 violates any provision of this paragraph sha l l be liable in a 

6 civil action for reasonable dama ges suffered by an obligor as a 

7 result of the violation, and an obligor discharged or demoted 

8 in violation of this paragraph shall be entit l ed to be rein-

9 state d to his former position. 

10 "§ 110-136.9. Payment of withheld funds. --In IV-D cases, 

11 when required by federal or state law or regulations or by 

12 court order, the clerk of superior court shall transmit pay-

13 ments received from payors t o the Depa rtment o f Human Resources 

14 for appropriate distribution. In all other cases, unless a 

15 c ourt order requires otherwise , the clerk of superior court 

16 sha ll transmit the payments t o the c us todial parent. 

17 "§ 110-136.10. Termination of withholding. --A requirement 

18 tha t income be withheld for child support shall promptly 

19 terminate a s to prospec t ive p a yments when : 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

( 1) the child support order ha s expire d or become 

invalid; or 

(2 ) the initiating party, the obligor, and the child 

s upport hearing o ff icer o r di s trict c ourt judge 

agree to termination because there is another 

adequate means to collect chi l d support or 

a rrea r ages; or 
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1 

2 

(3 ) t he whereabout s of t he chi l d are unknown , e xce pt 

tha t wi thho l d ing s ha l l not be t erminated until 

3 all va l i d a r rea r age s are paid in f ul l ." 

4 Sec . 4. G.S . 50- 13 . 9(b ) i s amende d by adding a t the 

5 end t he fo l lowing to read : 

6 " I n I V-D cases , when required by federa l or s t ate law o r 

7 r egulat i ons or by court orde r, the c l erk o f superio r cour t 

8 s hal l t ransmit child s upport payments that are made to the 

9 c ler k to the Department o f Human Resources fo r appropriate 

10 dis tribution . I n al l o ther cases , whether I V-D or non-IV-D, 

11 t he c l e rk s ha l l transmit the pa yments to the custodia l par ent 

12 o r other party e ntitled to r e c e i ve t hem, unless a court order 

13 require s otherwise." 

14 

15 " (d ) 

Sec . 5 . G. S . 50-13 . 9(d) is rewritten t o read: 

I n a non- IV-D cas e , when an obligor fa ils to make a 

16 r equired payment of child support and is i n arrear s , the clerk 

17 of s uperior court shall ma i l by r egul ar ma i l to the last known 

18 a ddres s o f the obligor a notice o f delinquency. The notice 

19 s ha l l set out the amount of chi l d support currently due and 

20 s ha l l de mand immediate payment of said amount . The no t i c e 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

s ha l l al s o s tate that fai l ure to make i mmedi a t e payment wi ll 

result in the issua nce by t he court of an e nfor cement or der 

r equir i ng the obligor t o appe ar before a child s upport hea ring 

o ffi cer or distr i ct court judge and show cause why t he s uppor t 

ob l i ga tion should not be en f orce d by income withholding , 

contempt o f cour t , or other appropriate means . Fa i l ure to 

receive t he delinquency notice shall no t be a defense in any 

s ub sequent proceedi ng . If income withholdi ng has been 
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1 implemented against the obligor or the obl i gor has been previ-

2 ously found in contempt for nonpayment under the same child 

3 support order, sending the notice of delinquency shall be in 

4 the discretion of the clerk. 

5 If the arrearage i s not paid in f ul l within 21 days after 

6 the mailing of the delinquency not i ce , o r i s no t paid within 30 

7 days after the obligor be c ome s de l inquent if the clerk has 

8 elected not to send a delinquency notice, the clerk shall cause 

9 an enforcement order to be issued and shall is s ue a not ice of 

10 hearing lJefore a child support hearing officer or dis t rict 

11 court judge. The enforcement order shal l order the obligor t o 

12 appear and show cause why he should not be subjected to income 

13 withholding or adjudged i n c ont empt of court, or bot h, and 

14 shall order the obligor to bring to t he hearing records and 

15 information relating to h is employme nt and t he amount and 

16 sources of hi s disposable income . The enforcement orde r s hall 

17 state: 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(1) that the obligor is under a court order to 

provide c hild s upport , the name o f e a c h child 

for whose bene f it support i s due, and inf orma

tion sufficient to i denti fy t he order ; 

(2) that t he obligor is de l i nquent a nd the amount of 

overdue s upport; 

( 3) that the court may o rder i ncome withholding i f 

the obl i gor is delinquent i n a n amount equal to 

the suppor t due for one month ; 

(4) tha t income withholding , if i mplemented, wi l l 

apply t o the ob l i<.:ior' s currE2nt payers and al l 
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1 s ubseque nt payers a nd will be c ontinued unti l 

2 terminat ed purs uant t o G. S . 110- 136 . 10 ; 

3 (5 ) t hat failure to br i n g to the hearing r eco r ds and 

4 information relating to h i s employment a nd the 

5 amount and s ources of his di s posab le income will 

6 be g rounds fo r cont empt ; 

7 (6 ) that i f i ncome wi thholding is not an availa b l e 

8 or a ppropria t e reme dy , the cour t may de termi ne 

9 whet her the ob l igor is in cont empt or whet her 

10 any other enf orc e ment remedy i s appropr i ate . 

11 The e nfor ceme nt order may be signed b y the clerk or a c h i l d 

12 suppo r t hearing officer or dis t rict court j udge, and shal l be 

13 served on t he obligor pur suant to G. S. lA- 1 , Ru l es of Civi l 

14 Pr ocedure . The c l erk shal l also not i fy the par t y t o whom 

15 support is owe d o f the pe nd ing hear ing . The clerk may withdraw 

16 t he o rde r t o t he s upporting party upon receipt of the de l in-

17 q ue nt p a yme nt . On motion o f t he person to whom s upport i s 

18 owed , with t he approval of the child s upport hearing o ff i c e r or 

19 distr i ct cour t j udge , if he fi nds it is in the best i nterest of 

20 the c hild , no e n forcemen t order shal l be i ssued. 

21 When the matter comes before the court , the court shall 

22 proceed as in the case o f a motion for income withholding under 

23 G.S. 11 0-13 6 . 5 . If i ncome withhold ing is not a n avai lab l e or 

21 adequat e remedy , t he court may proceed wi t h contemp t , i mpos i -

25 t ion of a l i e n , o r other a va i lable , appropriate enforcement 

26 

27 

28 

remedies . 

18 
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1 This subsect ion shal l a pply onl y to non-IV-0 cases, e xcep t 

2 that the clerk shall issue an enforcement order in a IV-0 case 

3 when requested to do so by an IV-0 obligee." 

4 Sec. 7. G.S. 50- 13 .9(f) is amended by rewriting the 

5 first seven lines to read: 

6 II (f) At least seven days prior to an enf orcement hearing 

7 as set forth in subsection (d) , the clerk must notify the chi ld 

8 support hearing office r or district court judge of all cases to 

9 be heard for enforceme n t a t the next term, and t he hearing 

1o officer or judge shall appoint an attorney from t he list 

11 described in subsec t ion (e ) to represent each party to whom 

12 support payments are owed if the hearing o ff i cer o r j udge deems 

13 it to be in the best interes t o f t he c hi l d for whom support is 

14 being paid, unle s s : " 

15 G.S. 50-13.9(f) i s f urt her amended by rewriting the la s t 

16 sentence to read: 

17 "The he ari ng officer or judge may o rder payment of reason-

18 able attorne y' s fees as provided in G.S . 50-13.6." 

19 Sec. 8. G.S. 50-13.9 (g ) is r ewr itt e n to read: 

20 II (g ) Nothing i n t his s e ction sha ll pr eclude the indepen-

21 dent initiation by a party o f proceedings for civi l contempt or 

22 fo r income withholding." 

23 Sec. 9. G.S. 15A-1344 .1 (d ) is rewr itten t o read: 

21 " (d) When a defendant in a non-IV-0 c a s e , a s de f ined in 

25 G.S. 110-129, fails to make r equired payments o f child s upport 

26 and is in arrears, the cler k o f superior court may mail by 

27 regular ma i l to the last known addre ss of the defe ndant a ., 

28 notice of delinquency which s hal l set out t he amount of c h i l d 
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1 support c ur r ently d ue and which s hall demand immediate payment 

2 o f said amount . Failure to receive t he de l inq uency notice 

3 shall not be a de f ense in a ny probation violat i o n hearing o r 

4 other proceeding thereaft er . I f t he arrea rage i s not paid in 

5 fu l l within 21 days after t he mail i n g of t he delinquency 

6 not i ce, or i s not paid within 30 day s after the de fendant 

7 becomes de l inquent if the clerk has elec t e d not to send a 

8 delinq uency notice, t he clerk s ha ll c e rtify t he amount due to 

9 t he district attorney and probation o f fice r , who shall initiate 

10 proceedings for revocation o f probat ion pursuant to Article 82 

11 of Chapter 15A or make a motion in the crimina l c ase f or i ncome 

12 wi thhold i ng pursuant to G. S . 110-136 . 5 or both . 

13 When a de fendant in an IV-D c ase , as de f ine d in G. s . 

14 110-129, fails to make required pa yments of child s upport and 

15 is in a rrears , a t the reques t o f t he IV-D obligee the clerk 

16 sha ll certify the amount due t o t he distric t a ttorney and 

17 proba tion officer , who shall initia t e procee dings for revoca-

18 t i o n of probat i on p ursuant to Ar t icle 82 of Chapter 15A or make 

19 a motion i n t he cri mina l c ase for i ncome wi thhol ding p ursua nt 

20 to G.S. 110-136 . 5 or both." 

21 Sec. 10. Nothing i n thi s a c t s hall be c ons t rued as 

22 inval ida ting any garni s hme nt instituted or effective prior t o 

23 October 1 , 1986 . 

24 Sec . 11 . 

25 1986 . 

26 

27 

28 

This act shal l become e f fec t ive October 1, 

• 

20 
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INTRODUCED BY: 

Referred to: 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR EXPEDITING CHILD SUPPORT CASES AS 

REQUIRED BY FEDERAL LAW. 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

Section 1. All existing provisions in Chapter 50 of 

the General Statutes are designated as Article 1. Sections 

50-22 through 50-29 of Chapter 50 are reserved for future 

codification. A new Article 2 is added to Chapter 50 to read: 

"Article 2. 

"Expedited Process for Child Support Cases. 

"§ 50-30. Findings; policy; and purpose.--(a) Findings. 

The General Assembly makes the fo l lowing findings: 

(1) There is a strong public interest in providing fair, 

efficient, and swift judicial processes for estab-

lishing and enforcing child support obligations. 

Children are entitle d to support f rom their parents, 

and court assistance is often required for the 

establishment and enforcement of parental support 

obligations. Children who do not receive support 

from their parents often become financially dependent 

on the State. 

(2) For purposes o f f e de r a l reimbursement under Title 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

I V- D o f t he Socia l Secur i t y Act, 42 u.s.c. § 

66 6 (a) (2), requires that the State have laws that 

req u i re the use o f federa l ly de f ined expedite d 

proces ses for ob taining a nd enforcing child support 

orde rs. The Secretary of the Department of Health 

a nd Huma n Servi c e s may waive t he e xpedited process 

requirement with respect to one or more judicial 

districts o n the basis o f t he e f fectiveness a nd 

t imel iness o f support order issuanc e and enforcement 

withi n the d i s trict. 

(3) The Sta't e has a strong financ i al i n terest i n 

c omplying with the e xpe dited process requirement, and 

other requirements, of Title I V-D o f t he Social 

Security Act, but the State would incur s ubstantial 

expense in cre ating statewide an e xpedited child 

support process as de fine d b y f edera l law. 

(4 ) The State 's j udicial system is largely capable o f 

p rocessing c hi l d support cases i n a timely and 

e f f i c ient manner and has a s trong c ommitment t o doing 

s o . 

(5) The subs tantial expense the State would incur in 

creating a new system for obtaining and enforing 

child support orders would be reduced and better 

spent by improving the present s ystem. 

(b) Purpose and policy. I t is the policy o f this State 

to ensure , to the ma x imum exte nt pos sibl e, that child support 

obl iga tio ns are esta blished a nd e n f o r ced fairly, effic iently , 

and swi f t l y through the j udicial system by means that make the 
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1 best use of the State's resources. It is the purpose of this 

2 Article to facilitate this policy. The Administrative Office 

3 of the Courts and judicial officials in each judicial district 

4 shall make a diligent effort to ensure that child support 

5 cases, from the time of filing to the time of disposition, are 

6 handled fairly, efficiently, and swiftly. The Administrative 

7 Office of the Courts and the Department of Human Resources 

8 shall work together to improve procedures for the handling of 

9 child support cases in which the State or county has an inter-

10 est, including all cases that qualify in any respect for 

11 federal reimbursement under Title IV-D of the Social Security 

12 Act. 

13 "§ 50-31. Definitions.--As used in this Article, unless the 

14 context clearly requires otherwise: 

15 (1) 

16 

17 

18 

19 ( 2) 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

'Child support case• means the part of any civil 

action or proceeding, whether intrastate or inter-

state, that involves a claim for the establishment or 

enforcement of a child support obligation. 

'Disposition of a child support case• means the entry 

of an order in a child support case that: 

a. 

l.>. 

c. 

dismisses the claim for establishment or en-

forcement of the child support obligation; or 

establishes a child support obligation and 

directs how that obligation is to be satisfied; 

or 

orders u particular child support enforcement 

remedy; or 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(3 ) 

( 4) 

(5 ) 

( 6) 

(7) 

d . t erminates the cour t ' s authority t o act in the 

c ase unt il s ome other pleading is fi l ed or some 

other a cti on occurs. 

'Expedi t e d process' means a procedure f or having 

child suppo r t orders es t ablished and enforced by a 

ma gis t r ate or cle rk who has been designated as a 

c hi ld s upport hearing officer pursuant to this 

Ar ticle. 

'Federal e xped ite d p r oc ess requirement' means the 

p r ovi s ion in Title IV, Part D of the Social Security 

Act, at 42 U.S.C. § 666(a) (2), that requires as a 

cond i t ion of the receipt of federal funds that a 

State have l a ws that require the use of federally 

de f ined expedite d processes for obtaining and enforc

ing child support orders. 

'Filing of a child s upport c ase ' means the filing in 

the o ff ice of the clerk of s uperior court of a 

pleading that s e eks establishment or enforcement of a 

child s upport obligation, or the sending of written 

notice to a pa rty who has been ordered to pay child 

support that an e n f orc ement remedy is being sought or 

implemented . 

'Hearing officer or child support hearing officer' 

me ans a c l e rk or de puty or assistant clerk of superi

or court or a magi s trate who has been designated 

pursuant t o this Article to hea r and enter orders in 

child support cases . 

' I nitiating party' means the party, the a ttorney for 
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1 a party, a child support enforcement agency estab-

2 lished pursuant to Title IV, Part D of the Social 

3 Security Act, or the clerk of superior court who 

4 initiates an action, proceeding, or procedure as 

5 allowed or required by law for the establishment or 

6 enforcement of a child support obligation. 

7 "§ 50-32. Waiver of expedited process requirement.-- (a) 

8 DHR to seek wa.i ver. The Department of Human Resources, with 

9 the assistance of the Administrative Office of the Courts, 

10 shall vigorously pursue application to the Secretary of the 

11 Department of Health and Human Services for waivers of he 

12 federal expedited process requirement. 

13 (b) Districts that do not qualify. In any judicial 

14 district that does not qualify for a waiver of the federal 

15 expedited process requirement, an expedited process shall be 

16 established as provided in G.S. 50-33. 

17 "§ 50-33. Establishment of an expedited process.--(a) 

18 Districts required to have expedited process. In any judicial 

19 district that is required by G.S. 50-32 (b) to establish an 

20 expedited child support process, the Director of the Adminis-

21 trative Office of the Courts shall notify the chief district 

22 court judge and the clerk or clerks of superior court in the 

23 district in writing of the requirement. The Director of the 

24 Administrative Office of the Courts, the chief district court 

25 judge, and the clerk or clerks of superior court in the dis-

26 trict shall implement an expedited child support process as t 

27 provided in this section. 

28 
5 
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1 

2 

(b) 

proce ss. 

District or county may e l ect to have e xpedited 

In any judic i al d istric t, or any county within a 

3 judic i al distric t, t ha t i s not require d b y G. S. 50-32 (b) t o 

4 establ i sh an e xpedited c hi l d support process , a n expedited 

5 proc e s s may be established when the Dire ctor of the Administra-

6 tive Office of t he Courts, the chief district court judge, and 

7 the clerk or clerks of superior cour t i n t he affected county or 

8 counties in the district find and agree that: 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

21 

25 

26 

27 

28 

( 1) 

(2) 

(3 ) 

The judicial district cannot satisfy the 

requirements for a waive r o f the federal ex-

pedited process requirement without unduly 

impairing the district's ability t o dispose of 

o ther case s expeditiously; o r 

It would be more efficient a nd cost effective to 

implement an expedited p r ocess than to satisfy 

the wa ive r requirements; or 

It would be in the best i nter e s t of the c itizens 

o f the county or district and the State to 

i mplement an expedited p r oce ss . 

The findings a nd agreement required by this subsection must be 

in writing and signed by the chief distri ct judge, the clerk or 

cle rks of superior court in t he af fec ted county or counties, 

a nd the Di r ector o f the Administrative Of f ice of the Courts, 

and must be filed with the clerk in e ach a ffected county of t he 

district and with the Administrative Office o f the Courts. 

(c) Pr ocedure for es t ablishing e x pe dited p rocess. When a 

j udicial dis t rict is requ ired to i mplement a n exped ited pro 

cess, or whe n a j udi c ial district or a county is authorized and 
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1 elects to do so , the Direct or of the Administrat ive Office of 

2 the Cour t s, the c hief distric t judge , and the c l e r k of superior 

3 court in an affected c ounty shall determine by agreement 

4 whether the child support hearing officer or o ff icers for that 

5 county shall be one or more clerks or one or more magistrates . 

6 If such agreement has not been reached within 15 days after the 

7 notice r equi red by subsection (a) when implementation is 

8 required , o r wi thin 15 days after an agreement under subsection 

9 (b ) t hat i mplementation should occur, the Director of the 

10 Administrat i ve Office of the Courts shall make the decision . 

11 I f it is de cided that the hearing officer or officers for a 

12 county s hall be magistrates, the chief district judge, the 

13 c lerk of s uperior court , and the Director of the Administrative 

14 Office o f the Courts shall ensure his or their qualification 

15 f or t he position . If it is decided that the hearing officer or 

16 o f f i c e rs f o r a county shall be the clerk or deputy or assistant 

17 cler ks , the clerk of superior court in the county shall desig-

18 nate the person or persons to serve as hearing officer, and the 

19 c hie f distr ict judge , the clerk of superior court , and the 

20 Director of the Administrative Office of the Courts shall 

21 e nsure his or their qualification for the position . 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(d) Public to be informed . When an expedited process is 

to be i mplemented in a county or judicial district , the chief 

d i strict court judge, the clerk or clerks of superior court in 

a ffected counties in the district, and the Administrative 

Of f ice o f the Courts shall take steps to ensure that attorneys , 

t he general public, and parties to pending child support cases 

i n t he county or district are informed of the change in 
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1 procedures and helped to understand and use the new s ystem 

2 e f fec tive l y . 

3 " § 50-34. Authority and duties of a child support hearing 

4 officer . --A c h ild support hearing offi cer who is properl y 

5 qual i fied and des i gnated under t his Article has the fo llowing 

6 a uthority and responsibilities in all child support cases : 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

21 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(1) To conduct hearings and to ensure that the parties' 

due proce ss rights are protected; 

(2) To t a ke testimony and establish a record ; 

(3 ) To evaluate e v idence and make decis i ons regarding the 

establi shment or enforcement of child support o rde rs; 

(4) To accept and approve voluntary acknowledgements o f 

support liability and stipulated agreements setting 

the amount of support obligations; 

(5 ) To accept and appr ove voluntary acknowledgeme nts and 

affirmations of paternity; 

(6) Except as otherwise provided i n this Article, to 

e nter child suppor t orders that have t he same force 

and effect as orders entered by a district court 

judge ; 

(7) To enter temporary child support orders pending t he 

resolution of unusual or complicated i s sue s by a 

d i strict court judge ; 

(8) To enter default orders; and 

(9) To s ubpoena witne sses and documents. 

" § 50-35 . Child support procedures in district s with 

expedited process.-- (a) Schedul ing of cases . The procedures 

of this section shall apply to al l child support cases in any 
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1 judicial district or county in which an expedited process has 

2 been e s t ablished. All claims for the establishment or enforce-

3 ment of a child support obligation, whether the claim is made 

4 i n a s e p a r ate action or as part of a divorce or any other 

5 action , sha l l be scheduled for hearing before the child support 

6 hearing officer. The initiating party shall send a notice of 

7 t he date , t i me, and place of the hearing to all other parties. 

8 Service o f process shall be made and notices given as provided 

9 by G.S. lA-1 , Rules of Civil Procedure. 

10 (b ) Place of hearing. The hearing before the child 

11 s uppor t hearing officer need not take place in a courtroom, but 

12 s hal l be conducted in an appropriate judicial setting. 

13 (c) Hearing procedures. The hearing of a case before a 

14 c h i l d s upport hearing officer is without a jury. The rules of 

15 e vidence applicable in the trial of civil actions generally are 

16 ob served; however, the hearing officer may require the parties 

17 t o produce and may consider financial affidavits, state and 

18 federal tax returns, and other financial or employment records. 

19 Except as otherwise provided in this Article, the hearing 

20 o f f i cer shall determine the parties' child support rights and 

21 ob l i gations and enter an appropriate order based on the evi-

22 dence and the child support laws of the State. All parties 

23 s ha l l be provided with a copy of the order . 

24 (d) Record o f proceeding. The record of a proceeding 

25 be f ore a child support hearing officer shall consist of the 

26 p l eadings filed in the child support case, documentation of 

27 proper service or notice or waiver, and a copy of the hearing 

28 

9 
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1 office r ' s order . No ve r batim r ecor ding or t rans cript s hall be 

2 r equi red or provided a t State expense . 

3 (e) Transfer to district court judge . When a case before 

4 t he hear ing officer involves a conte sted pa ternity action, 

5 custody d ispute , visitation rights , the ownership , possession, 

6 or trans f er o f an interest in property to s a tisfy a child 

7 suppor t obliga t i on , or other complex issues , the hearing 

8 o f ficer shall transfer the case for hearing befor e a district 

9 court judge . Upon orderi ng such a transfer except in cases of 

10 cont ested paternity , the hearing officer shall also enter a 

11 temporary order that provides for the payment of a money amount 

12 or otherwise addresses the child ' s need for support pend i ng the 

13 r esolution of the case by the district court judge . The chief 

14 distr ict court judge shall establish a procedure for such 

15 transferred cases to be given priority for hearing before a 

16 distric t court j udge . 

17 "§ 50- 36 . Enforcement authority of child support hearing 

18 officer ; contempt .--When a child support case is before a child 

19 support hearing officer for enforcement of a child support 

20 order , the hearing officer has the same authority that a 

21 district c our t judge would have, except in cases of contempt . 

22 Orders that commit a party t o jail for civil or crimina l 

23 contempt for the nonpayment of child support , or for otherwise 

24 fail ing to comply with a child support order , may be entered 

25 only by a dis trict court judge . When it appear s t o a hearing 

26 officer t hat there is probable cause for finding s uch contempt 

27 in a c a s e before the child support hearing officer and that no 

28 o ther enforcement remedy would be effect ive or suffic ient , the 
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1 hearing officer shall enter an order finding probable cause and 

2 referring the case for hearing before a district court judge. 

3 'l'he order may indicate the amount of payment the responsible 

4 parent may make, or other action he may take, or both, to 

5 comply with the child support order. If proof of compliance is 

6 made to the hearing officer within a time specified in the 

7 order, the hearing officer may cancel the referral of the 

8 contempt case to district court. Except as specifically 

9 limited by this section, a clerk or magistrate acting as a 

10 child support hearing officer retains all of the contempt 

11 powers he or she otherwise has by virtue of being a clerk or 

12 magistrate. 

13 "§ 50-37. Appeal from orders of the child support hearing 

14 officer.--(a) Appeal; hearing de novo. Any party may appeal 

15 an order of a child support hearing officer for a hearing de 

16 novo before a district court judge by giving notice of appeal 

17 at the hearing or in writing within 10 days after entry of 

18 judgment. Upon appeal noted, the clerk of superior court shall 

19 p l ace the case on the civil issue docket of the district court. 

20 The chief district court judge shall establish a procedure for 

21 such transferred cases to be given priority for hearing before 

22 a district court judge. Unless appealed from, the order of the 

23 hearing officer is final~ 

24 (b) Order not stayed pending appeal. Appeal from an 

25 order of a child support hearing office r does not stay the 

26 execution or enforcement of the order unless, on application of 

27 the appellant, a district court judge orders such a stay. 

28 
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1 " § 50-38 . Quali f ications o f chi l d support hearing offi-

2 cer . --{a ) Qualifi c a tio n s . A cler k o r deput y or assis t ant 

3 c l e rk of sup e rior court or a magistra t e , t o b e designated and 

4 s e rve as a child s upport h e a rin g offi cer , shall satis f y each o f 

5 t h e fol lowing qua l i f i cati o n s : 

6 (1 ) Be a t least 21 years of a ge and not older than 

7 70 y e a r s o f age, and hav e a hig h school deg ree 

8 or the e quiva lent thereof . 

9 {2 ) Be q ua l ified by train ing and temperament to be 

10 e f f e cti v e in relating to parties in child 

11 support cases and in conducting hearing s f airly 

12 a nd e f fi c i e n t ly. 

13 {3 ) Be c e rti f i e d b y t he Administra tive Office of 

14 Courts as havi ng complet e d the tra i n ing required 

15 b y subsectio n {b ) . 

16 {b) Training r equired. Be f ore a cler k o r deputy o r 

17 assis t ant clerk or a magis trate may conduc t hearings as a child 

18 support hearing o f ficer he or she must sat i sfactorily complete 

19 a cours e of ins truction i n the conduct o f s uch he arings estab-

20 l ishe d by t he Administrative Office of the Courts. The Admin-

21 istrative Of fi c e o f the Courts shall establish a course in the 

22 conduct o f s uch he ari ngs . The Administra t i ve Office of t he 

23 Cour ts may c o n tract with quali f i ed e d ucational o r ganizat ions to 

24 conduct t he course of ins truction and mus t reimburse the clerks 

25 ' or magis trate s attending fo r travel a n d s ubs istence incur red in 
• 26 t a k ing such t raining." 

27 Sec . 2 . Chapter 7A of the General St atutes is 

28 amended by adding a ne w s e ction to read: 

Page u-



SESSION 19____85_ 

1 "§ 7A-178. Magistrate as child support hearing officer.--A 

2 magistrate who meets the qualifications of G. S. 50-38 and is 

3 properly designated pursuant to G.S. Chapter 50, Article 2, to 

4 serve as a child support hearing officer, may serve in that 

5 capacity and has the authority and responsibility assigned to 

6 child support hearing officers by Chapter 50." 

7 Sec. 3. Chapter 7A of the General· Statutes is 

8 amended by adding a new section to read as follows: 

9 "§ 7A-183. Clerk or assistant or deputy clerk as child 

10 support hearing officer . --A clerk or assistant or deputy clerk 

11 of superior court who meets the qualifications of G. S. 50-38 

12 and is properly designated pursuant to G.S. Chapter 50, Article 

13 2 1 to serve as a child support hearing officer 1 may serve in 

14 that capacity and has the authority and responsibility assigned 

15 to child support hearing officers by Chapter 50." 

16 

17 1986. 
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Sec. 4. This act shall become effective October 1, 
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