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Exeeutive Summary Report
Agriculture, Forestry, and Seafood Awareness

Study Commission

General Findi
fiaiffi-
A. The Commission finds that marketing, the expansion

development of new markets, is
essential to the continued vitality of all three
industries. A constantly changing and diversified
creates many new challenges and opportunities that
these industries.

of

economy
impact

Consequently, the Commissior "tto.gly r."omr".fu expanded
support an<l fu ams-
designed to expand or improve existinq markets or develop
new markets. Each agency has request":d specific
appropriations over the 85-87 biennium for market
development programs. Tlre Commission is on record as
suppo::ting funding for those programs.

The issue of railroad abandonments throughout North
Carolina is severely impacting the movement of
agricultural and forest products. For example, the
proposed abandonment of the Albemarle Sound Railroad
Bridge poses a serious threat to the economy of eastern
North Carol ina.

The Commission recommends that the I 985 General Assembllz
road abandonments, the econorni.c

impact on effeeted eommunities, and on the aq::ibusiness,
and forestry industries, and clearly delineate State
efforts that can be t.aken tr: minimize abandonments and its
adverse eeonomie impact.

The Commission is cognizant that the agriculture,
forestry, and seafood industries have not always co-
existed peacefully, and that efforts taken to address
problems of one industry may adversely impact the other
two.

Consequently, the Commission recommends a multi-
disciplinary a sources problems
involving agriculture, forestry, and seafood and is on
record in support of the concept of a Natural Resource
Center for North Carolina. Such a Center would be
designed to coordinate environmental and water management
concerns of all three industries.
The Commission has identified and studied a multitude of
problems effecting the agriculture, forestry, and seafood
industries. Much remains to be done, however.
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conseguelllt, the gomTission reco the continuationor rnl_s gitudy commrssj_on as an on-going, permanent
standing Legislative commission to coniinue the work begun
and serve as a vehicle through whieh problems adversely-
impacting the eeonomlc vitality of these industries can beaddressed. Also the commission recommends that 1995 be
designated as tfre estry, andseafood r.

A.

Major Findings_and Recommendations Rerated to Aqriculture
fhe Agribusiness indust-ry is the number one eontributor toNorth carolina's eeonomy. However, the commission findsthat in previou.s years, agricultural
assist the farmer, have not kept pace with state fundingof other, non-agrj-cultural programs. In addition,
fecruitment of agribusiness rel.ated i-ndustries by theBtate of North caroli-na has not been done with the same
clegree of zear shown when recruiting other industries,particularly high-tech industries.
To address these shortcomings, the Commi_ssion fu1ly
Fupports the Department of agricu@and
eapital budget requests for the 85-87 biennium. The
commission is deeply appreciative of the efforts already.ftade by the Advisory Budget Commission and wishes to
expand upon these efforts to secure additional funding for
very worthwhile and needed programs, particularly markdt
development.

To address the lack of emphasis placed on recruitment of
agri-business i-ndustri-es, the Commission recommends a
reexamination of the Stat tefforts by the Genera.l Assembly and strongly supports
enactmeht of investment tax credits to lure such
businesses to North Carolina.

For many decades, agricultural research conducted by the
state's traditional land grant institutions has provided
f,armers with many new and improved methods that increase
effiei-ency. However, the Commission finds that fundinc
f,or agricultural research @e with the needs
of a rapidly diversifying sector of North Carolina's
economy.

To address this findinq, the Commission stronqlv supports
the continuing efforts-of
Servi.ce and Extension Service and recommends approval of
their funding reouests for the Bs-E%iffiEm. In
addition, the Commission reeommends additional funding for
research and development of new agricultural and forest
products economically feasible for North Carolina.

B.
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c. The tobacco industry in North Carolina accounts for more
than one third of the Staters cash crop income. However,
its importance relative to the economic aro$tth of other
crops inA livestock is declining. Because of the
coniinued potential for tobacco to contribute to the
economic giowth of North Carolina the Cgmmission endorses
a research ProPosal to develbp a m

at East Carltina University designed to reduce human
health concerns of cigarette smoking. Therefore,
the Commission recommends a $1.9 million appropriation

to East Carolina UniversitY for
this purpose.

Maior Findinqs and Recommendations Related to Fo

As another of the St.ate's leading traditignal industries,
with an abundance of forests and forest tree products, the
Commission finds that continued and improved management of
EhlFlesource is necessary.

conseguently, the co4nEs€:gn recommends inereased support
for rd"e"rch a rtaken bY North
carolina state university and the Division of Forest
Resources designed tO reduce reforestation and
manufacturing 6osts and encourage better forest management
in North Carolina. The Commj-ssion 415s reconrmends that
the Generat- Assembly car@h"-Tffi
Development Act Program during the 1985 Session and

"pptopii.t. 
additional funds to regain the ratio of

assessments to appropriations- In addition, !$
Commissio@ of funding reguests made by the

rces to imProve or exPand va::ious
programs.

The Commission finds that development, use' and preser-
s forest resources require continuous

development and refinement of long range plans and
policies.

Therefore, the commi.sslon endorses strengthening of the
current fores so the Council can have
a more rneaingful role in the development of long-range
plans for the State's forest resources.

l4aior Findings and necolnmendations Relat
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A.

B.

I A. North carolina is blessed with an abundance of marine
resources that support a diverse and growing seafood
industry. Howevei, the Commission finds that user group
conflicls adversely @agement and harvesting
of these resources.
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B.

The c?mmissign, ttr.erefore, is in luPpgrt of eonservation
creased resources to

imptov" the management capabilities of the Division of,
t,ta-rine Fisheries to propeily manage the State's mari-ne
resources. In addition, the Commission gupportq the
efforts of the Division of Marine Fisheries to develoP
seafood processing and marketing capabilities and
reconrnends approval of funding requests of the 1985
Ge.neral AssemblY.

The Commission is aware of the difficulties encountered by
gress and eqress through Oregon

inlet and finds that such diffi.culti-es have an adverse
impact on development of the wanchese Harbor seafood
Industrial park lnd the marketing of North Carolina
seafood.

Conseguently, the Commissj-on. engourage-s -support of
Congrdssionil_ fund construct.ion
of ietties or other practical measures at oregon Inlet.
The Commission also urges continuing support from all of
ffiected officials.

The Commission is cognj-zant of the fact that the fisheries
cted because of the fragile

nature of the resource. The nature of these impacts is
many and varied including impacts from development,
agriculture, silviculture, and the fisheries industry
itself.

fherefore, the Commisgaon reconmends that incentives be
made avaiia n of best management
practices in all sectors and strongly supports
hemonstration projects designed to reduce impact through
use of tpptopriat; r voluntary strategies. The Cotnmj-ssion
further recommends that mult-idisciplinary pffi
@ied to problems affecting these
industries.
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