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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

January 10, 1979 

TO: Members of the 1979 General Assembly 

Transmitted herewith is the Report of the Special Interim 
Joint Committee to Study the Rules of the General Assembly made 
pursuant to Resolution 78 (SR 879) of the 1977 Session, see the 
Appendix. 

The Committee membership consisted of Senator Kenneth C. 
Royall, Jr. and Representative Allen Adams, Co-Chairman; 
Senators Robert Jordan and Marshall Rauch; and Representatives 
Charles Holt and Robert A. Jones. Other members of the General 
Assembly who appeared and aided the Committee in its work were 
Senators W. Craig Lawing and John T. Henley and Representative 
Liston B. Ramsey. Ms. Sylvia Fink, the Principal Clerk of the 
Senate, and Mrs. Grace Collins, the Principal Clerk of the House, 
also attended the Committee meetings • 

This report consists of the Committee's proposed rewrites of 
the Senate Rules and the House Rules of the 1977 Session and a 
draft of proposed joint rules. The text of these suggested House 
and Senate rules indicate proEosed additions by language which 
is bracketed and underlined /underlined? and proposed deletions 
by language which is bracketed and stricken through /~ttti¥ii 
t¥t~~g¥7. The proposed joint rules are an innovation in legis
lative procedure in this State. 

Respectfully submitted, 

;\._;__,1- G~w;++-~v.J.) . 
· l . . / 4. 

Kenneth C. Royall, ~;9 
Co-Chairman 
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THE JOINT RULES FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PROPOSED BY 
TRE SPECIAL INTERIM JOINT COM"ITTEE TO STUDY 

THE RULES OF THE GENERAL ASSEftBLY 

A HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PERMANENT JOIRT RULES OF 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ANt THE SENATE OF THE 1979 SESSION 

OF THE GENERAL ASSE"BLY OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate 

concurring: 

Sec ti on I. The permanent joint rules of the House of 

Representatives and the Senate of the 1979 Session of the General 

Assembly are as follows: 

PEBMANENT JOINT RULES 

FOR 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AND 

THE SENATE 

OF THE f 979 NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSE"BLY 

1. Sponsoring and co-~ponsoring bills and resolutions. 

2. Celebration, commendation and commemoration 

resolutions. 

3. Availability of copies of bills. 

4. Engrossment. 

5. Action on amendment before re-referral. 

6. Fiscal notes. 

1. Actuarial notes. 

8. Effect of a defeated bill • 

9. Report by committee of other house's bills and 

2 



resolutions. 

10. Committee substitutes adopted by one house to bills 

orig i nating in the other house. 

J I . Committee minutes to Legislative Library. 

12. Redistricting committee. 

1~. Rules suspension and alteration. 

Rule f . ~.E~rsh.i£ Q~ J;til,!.--(a) No bill or 

resolution may be filed for introduction unless it is s ponsored 

b y a member of the house in wh~ch it is introduced. Any member 

~f that house ma y co-sponsor a bill or resolution. A member of 

either house may co-sponsor a bill or joint resolution. The 

individual sponsoring the bill or joint resolution may auth orize 

on the bill jacket a member of the other house to be the sponsor 

of the me~sare in the other house. 

(b) Any individual who is authorized to sponsor or who 

wishes to ~ a- sponsor a measure may do so by appearing in t he 

office of the principal clerk of the house in which the bill or 

resolution is filed for that purpose not later than one-half hour 

following adjournment by both houses of the session dur i n g which 

that measure was first read and referred . 

Rule 2. Celebration, fQ!!.!!fill!l_atio11 and £.Q.~Q£ati on 

£~21Y!ion2 - -- All celebration, commendation, and commemoration 

reso l utions, except those honoring the memory of deceased 

persons, shall be excluded from introduction in either hou s e. 

Rule 3. A~ilabili!y of fQEi~§ Q! bi!!§· A public bill 

is a bill affecting 15 or more counties. A local bill i s one 

af feet in3 fewer than f 5 coun t ies. No public bi ll a nd , upon 

objection by a member, no local bill ma y be considered unless 

copies of the bill have been made available t o the e ntire 
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membership of the house in which it is to be considered. 

Rule 4. §ng~~§!!!ent. Bills and resolutions, except 

those making appropriations, which originate in one house and 

vhich are amenned shall be engrossed before being sent to the 

othP.r house. 

Rule 5. ActiQ.1! Q~ amendment bef~~ ~-ref~rral. If any 

committee recommends adoption of an amendment or committee 

substitute of a bill which, under the rules of the house must be 

referred to the Committee on Appropriations or Committee on 

Finance, the amendment o.r committee substitute shall be 

considered and, if adopted, the amendment or substitute engrossed 

before the bill is re-referred. 

Rule 

chairman of 

6. 

the 

Fi§.£al !!.Q.1~2· 

appropriations 

(a) The chairman or vice-

committee, of the finance 

committee or of the rules committee of either house, or of the 

Senate Ways and Means Committee, upon the floor of that house, 

may request that a fiscal analysis be made of a bill, resolution 

or an amendment to a bill or resolution which is in the 

possession of his or her respective house and that a fiscal note 

be attachei to the measure, when in the opinion of that chairman 

or vice-chairman the fiscal effects of that measure are not 

ap P1 rent from the language of the measure. 

(b) The fiscal note shall be filed and attached to the 

bill or amendment within tvo legislative days of the request. If 

it is impossible to prepare a fisc~l note within tvo legislative 

days, the Director of Fiscal Research shall, in writing, so 

advise the presiding officer, the principal clerk, and the member 

introducing or proposing the measure and .shall indicate the time 

vhen the fiscal note will be ready. 

4 



(c) The fiscal note shall be prepared by the Fiscal 

' Research Division on a form approved by the Legislative Services 

Commission as to content and form and signed by the staff member 

or members preparing it. If no estimate in dollars is possible, 

the fiscal note shall indicate the reasons that no estimate is 

provided. The fiscal note shall not comment on the merit but may 

identify technical problems. The Fiscal Research Division shall 

make the fiscal note available to the mem bership of the house or 

the committee co nsidering it. 

(d) A sponsor of a proposed bill or amendment may 

deliver a copy of his proposed bill or amendment to the Fiscal 

Research Division prior to int~oducing the bill or proposing the 

amendment for the preparation of a fiscal note. Prior to the 

filing of the bill or proposing of the amendment, the Fiscal 

Research Division, except to the sponsor, shall keep in 

confidence the identity of the sponsor. The sponsor shall attach 

the fiscal note to the bill when he files the bill or to the 

amendment when he moves its adoption. 

(e) The sponsor of a bill or amendment to which a 

fiscal note is attached who objects to the estimates and 

information provided may reduce to writing his objections. These 

objections shall be appended to the fiscal note attached to the 

bill or amendment and to the copies of the fiscal note available 

to the membership. 

(f) Subsection (a) of this rule shall not apply to the 

current operations appropriations bill or the capital 

improvements appropriations bill. This rule shall not apply to a 

bill or amendment requiring a n actuarial note under these rules • 

Rule 7. !cty_ari al not es. (a) Every bill, joint 
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resolution, and simple or concurrent resolution introduced in the 

General Assemb ly proposing any change in the law re la ti ve to any 

State, municipa l, or other retirement system, funded in whole or 

in part out of public funds, shall have attached to it at the 

time of its consideration by any committee of either house of the 

General Assembly a brief e:xflana tory statement or note which 

shall include a reliable estimate of the financial and actuarial 

effect of the proposed change in any such retirement system. 

This actuarial note shall he attached to the original of each 

proposed bill or resolution which is reported favorably by any 

committee of e i ther house of the General Assembly, but shall be 

separate therefrom, shall be clearly designated as an actuarial 

note and shall not constitute a part of the law or other 

provisions or expression of legislative intent proposed by the 

bi 11 or resolution • 

{b) The author of each bill or resolution shall present 

a copy of the bill or resolution, with his request for an 

actuarial note, to the Fiscal Research Division which shall have 

the duty to prepare said actuarial note as promptly as possible. 

Actuarial notes shall be prepared in the order of receipt of 

request for such notes but shal l be transmitted to the author or 

authors of t he measure in quintuplicate no later than two weeks 

after the request for the actuarial note is made. 

(c) The author of each bill or resolution shall also 

present a copy of the bill or resolution to any actuary employed 

by the retirement system affected by the bill or resolution in 

question. Such actuary shall prepare an actuarial note and 

transmit it to the author or authors of the measure in 

~uintuplicate no later than two weeks after the request for the 

6 



actuarial note is received. 

(d) The note shall be factual and shall, if possible, 

provLd a reliable estimate of both the immediate effect and, if 

determinable or reasonably foreseeable, the l ong range fiscal and 

actuarial effect of the measure. If, after careful 

investigation, it is determined tha t no dollar estimate is 

possible, the note shall contain a statement to that effect, 

setting forth the reasons why no dollar estimate can be given. 

No comment or opinion shall be included in the actuarial note 

vith regard to the merits o f t he measure for which the note is 

prepared. However, technica l and mechanical defects may be 

noted. 

(e) At any time any committee of either house reports 

any legislative instrument, to which an actuarial note or notes 

are attached at the time of committee consideration, with any 

amendment of such nature as would substantially affect the cost 

to or the revenues of any retirement system as stated in the 

actuarial note or notes attached to the measure at the time of 

such consideration, it shall be the responsiblity of the chairman 

of the committee reporting such instrument to obtain from the 

Fiscal Research Division an actuarial note of the fiscal and 

actuarial effect of the change proposed by the amendment 

reported . Such actuarial no te shall be attached t o the report of 

the committee on the measure as a supplement thereto. A floor 

amendment to a bill or resolution to which an actuarial note was 

attached it the time of committee consideration of the bill or 

resolution shall not be in order, if the amendment affects the 

costs to or the revenues of a retirement system, unless the 

amendment is accompa n i ed by an actuarial note, prepared by the 
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Fiscal Research Division, as to the actuarial effect of the 

amendment • 

Subject to the 

provisions of subsection (b) of this rule, after a bill has, in 

either house: 

I· been tabled, 

2. fai led to pass on any of its readings, or 

3. been placed on the unfavorable calendar, 

the contents of that bill or the principal provisions of its 

subject m~tter shall not be considered in any other measure by 

either house. Upon the point of order being raised and sustained 

by the Chair, that measure shall be laid upon the table, and 

shall not be taken therefrom except by a two-thirds vote of the 

members present and voting. 

(b) No local bill s hall be held by the Chair to embody 

the contents of or the principal provisions of the subject matter 

of any statewide measure which has been laid on the table, has 

failed to pass on any of its readings, or has been placed on the 

unfavorable cal endar. 

Rule 9. Re22rt !2I committ~~ QI Q!E~! DQ.Y§~~§ ~ill§ and 

~lutiQ!!§.-- All bills and resolutions originating in one house 

shall be reported from the committee of the other house to which 

referred with such recommendations as the committee may desire to 

make, except i n the case where the sponsor requests in writing to 

the chairman of the committee that the bill not be considered. 

Rule IO. ~Q.m.mi!te~ 2ubs!!1.utes ~dQEted !1.Y ~~ hou~ to 

Whenever one house 

has adopted a committee substitute for a bill originating in the 

other house, and has returned the bill to the other house for 

8 



concurrence in that committee substitute, the house in which the 

bill originated may not concur in that committee substitute until 

the n~xt le gisla tive day following the day on which that house 

receives that committee subst itute. 

(b) The presiding officer of the house in which the 

bill originated may, and upon motion supported by a majority of 

th~t house present and voting shall, refer the bill to an 

appropriate committee for consideration of the committee 

substitute. 

(c) The presiding officer shall, in placing the bill on 

the calendir, rule whether the committee substitute is a material 

amendment under Article II, Section 23, of the State's 

Constitution. If the com mittee substitute vas referred to 

committee, the committee shall: 

i. report the bill with the recommendation either that 

the house concur or that the house do not concur; 

and 

ii. advise the presiding officer as to whether or not 

that committee substitute is a material amendment 

under Article II, Section 23, of the State's 

Cons tit ut ion. 

(d) If the committee substitute for a b.ill is not a 

material amendment, the question before the house shall be 

concurrence . 

(e) If the committee substitute for a bill is a 

material amendment, the receiving of that bill on messages shall 

constitute first reading and the question before the house shall 

be concurrence on second reading. If the motion is passed, the 

question then shall be concurrence on third reading on the next 
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legislative day. 

(f) No committee substitute adopted by one house to a 

bill originating in the other house may be amended by the house 

in v hich the b i ll or-iginated .. 

Rule 11.. com mi ti~ !!linui~ to L,~g~~lati!.!! Library. The 

chairman of a commi t tee shall insur-e that written minutes are 

compiled for each of the committee's meetings. The minutes shall 

indicate the members present and the actions taken by the 

committee at the meeting. Not later than sixty days after the 

2in~ gi~ adjournment of each session of the General Assembly, the 

chairman shall deliver the minutes to the Legislative Library. 

Rule f 2.. Redistricli!!.9 Committees.--In the session next 

~fter the federal decennial census, the presiding officer of each 

house sh~ll appoint a standing committee or committees on 

redistricting .. 

Rule j3. Rul~ 2~sE~n2ion gnQ alteration. (a) These 

rules shall not be permanently rescinded or altered except by a 

joint resolution passed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members 

present and voting in each house .. 

(b) These rules may be temporarily suspended by a two

thirds vote of the members present and voting in each house. 

Sec. 2. This resolution shall be effective uponn 

ra ti f ica ti on .. 
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THE HOUSE ROLES PPOPOSED 
BY THE 

SPECIAL INTERI~ JOINT COMMITTEE 
~O STUDY THE RULES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The text is that of House Resolution 241, adopte d ~arch 
10, 1977. 

Suggested changes a re indicated as follows: 
J. Language pro posed to be deleted is bracketed and 

stricken through [~ttitX¢~ ,~t¢~~~]. 
2. Language proposed t o be added is b r acketed and 

underlined [fil!,derli~£ ] . 

I\ HOOSE RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PERMANENT RUL ES OF THE 

[Y.977)(1979] SESSION OF THE NORTH CAROLINA HOUS E OF 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

Be it resolved by the House of Fepresentatives: 

Section I • The permanent rules of the [11ll ][ 1979 ] 

Session shall read as follows: 

RULES OF THE [ f~ll ][ I 979] HOUSE OP R:EPRESENTATI VES 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA 

I. Order of Business, t-5 

II. Conduct of Debate, 6-12 

III. Motions, I 3- t 9 

IV. Voting, 20-25 

v. Committees, 26-30 

VI. !iandling of Bills, 31-44 

VII. Legislative Officers and Employe~s, 45-49 

VIIL Privileges of the Hall, 50- 53 

IX. General Rules, 54-61 

I. Order of Business 

RULF. I· Con~ning Hour . --The House shall c onve ne each 

legislative day at the hour fixed by t he House. In the e vent t he 

House adjourns on the preceding legislative day without having 

fixed an hour for reconven i ng, t he House shall convene on the 
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next legislative day at t:OO P.M. 

FULE 2. oeeni!Lll !he ~~~ion.--At the convening hour on 

each legislative day the Speaker shall call the members to order 

and. shall have the session opened with prayer. 

RULE 3. QQQ~g~.-- {a) A quorum consists of a majority 

Of the qualified members of the House. 

(b) Should the point of a quorum be raised, the doors 

sha ll he closed and the Clerk shall call the roll of the House, 

after which the names of those not responding shall again be 

called. In the absence of a quorum, fifteen members are 

authorized to compel the attendance of absent members and may 

order that absentees for whom no sufficient excuses are made be 

taken into custody wherever they may be found by special 

messenger appointed for that purpose. 

RULF, 4. The Committee on 

Rules and Operation of the House shall cause the Journal of the 

House to be examined daily before the hour of convening to 

determine if the proceedings of the previous day have been 

correctly recorded. 

(b) Immediately following the opening prayer and upon 

apoearance of a quorum, the Speaker shall call for the Journal 

r e port by the Chairman of the Ccmmittee on Rules and Operation of 

the House or by a Representative designated by the Chairman as to 

whether the proceedings of the rrevious day have been correctly 

re co rd ed. Without objection, the Speaker shall cause the Journal 

to stand approved. 

RULE 5. 

approval of the Journal of the preceding day, the House shall 

proceed to business in the following order: 

( I ) The receiving of petitions, memorials and papers 

13 
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(2) Reports of standing commjttees; 

{3} Reports of select committees; 

('+} First ..:-eadin g and 

refer ence to comrni ttee of b :.11s and re solutions; 

(5) Messages from the Senate; 

(6) The unfinished bu~iness of the preceding 

day; 

(7) Calendar (each category in accordance with Rule 

4 0) : 

{a) Local bills (roll call) third reading 

{b) Local bills (roll call) second reading 

(c) Loca l b ills third ~ea ding 

(d) Local bill.s Eecond reading 

(e ) Public bills (roll call) third reading 

(f) Public bills (roll ca 11) second reading 

( g) Public bills and resolutions, third reading 

(h) Public bills and resolutions, secon d reading; 

( 8) Reading of Notices and Announce men ts; but messages 

and motions to elect off ice~s shall always be in 

order. 

II. Conduct of Debate 

ROLE 6. Du ti~ fil!.1 R.Q.!!~!'.§. of !_he .§12,g~~~! · --The Speaker 

shal l have gen eral nirection of the Hall. He may name any 

member to perfo rm the duties of the Chair, but substitution shall 

not extend beyond one d a y , except in the case of sickness or by 

leave of th e House. 

RULE 7. Obtainillil Fl22.:.:_. -- (a) When any member desires 

reco3nition ~or any purpose, ~e $ball rise from his seat and 

respectfully address the Speaker. No tember shall proceed until 

House Resolution 24 1 
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- --- ------

recognized by the Speaker. 

(b) When a member desires to interrupt a member having 

the floor, he shall first obtain recognition by the Speaker and 

permission of the member occupying the floor, and when such 

recognition and permission have been obtained, he may propound a 

question to the member occupying the floor; but he shall not 

otherwise interrupt the member having the floor(, Q!£~i !!§ 

££~id~g in sub~£1ion (£) of !hi§ £~le); and the Spea~er shall, 

without the point of order being raised, enforce this rule. 

[ (£) ! memb~ ~h.Q A2§ obtained 1h~ floor ~ be 

in1g.rrfil2!~51 .Q!!.1Y ~.Q.f the following .£~~.!!.§: 

l· ~ f~~~ th~! !~~ ~~ber speaking yield fo.£ ~ 

gy~_tion, 

.£. ~ .I?.Qi!!! of _Q.fdef, .QI 

]. ~ p~rliamenta_£y in~irJ.) 

RULE 8. .Q.y£stio!U? Q! Persgnal frivilegg.--[,, t•i ti1¢1 

~][U ]pon recognition by the Speaker [for th~l EYIEOse], any 

member may speak to a question of personal privilege for a time 

not to exceed three (3) minutes. (Pe£§2.llal privilege may !!Qi be 

Y2~Q iQ g~p1~i!! a ~Qte Q£ debate ~ bil!. ] The Speaker shall 

determine if the question is cne of privil~ge[/](~ng §ha!!, 

!i th.Q.!!1 !h~ J?Oi.!}j; .Qf ordef being I~ised, enforce thi2 rule. ] 

RULE 9. £oi.!l!.2 21 Ord££.--(a) The Speaker shall decide 

guesticns of order and may speak to points of order in preference 

to other members arising from their seats for that purpose. Any 

member may appeal from the ruling of the Chair on questions of 

order; on such appeal no member may speak more than once, unless 

by leave of the House. A two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members 

present shall be necessary to sustain any appeal from the ruling 

of the Chair. 

15 House Resolution 241 



(b) When the Speaker calls a member to order, the 

memher shall take his seat except that a member called to order 

may clear a matter of fact, or exp lain , but shall not proceed i n 

debate so long as the decision stands. If the member appeals 

from the ruling of the Chair and the decision by a two-thirds 

(2/3) vote of the membe rs present be in favor of the member 

called to order, he may proceed: i f othe r wise, he shall not; a nd 

if the case, in th e judgment of the House, requires it, he shall 

be liable to censure by the House. 

RULE 10. 1imita!12.!l§ £~ De£at~.--No member shall speak 

more than twice o the ma in question, nor longer than thirty 

minutes for the f irst speech and fifteen minutes for the second 

s~eech, unless allowed to do so by the affirmative vote of a 

majority of the member s present; nor shall he speak more than 

once upon an amendment or motio n to reconsider, commit, appeal or 

post pone, and then not longer than ten minutes. The House may, 

however, by consent of a majority of the members present, suspend 

the open tion of this r ule during any debate on any particular 

q ue stion before the House( / ~~ 1~¢ 1~~¢$ ~~-~t~,¢¢ •11 ~1K~g ~- t 

~~¢~Jt) ttl¢ i~t~ $~t)) ~¢ ,,,)j¢~;)¢ t¢ ~~¢ ,~~~,~ ~- ~-t ~li~J-

PULE 11· Readi!!_g of Pa£~~2---When there is a call for 

the reading of the text of a pape r which has been presented to 

the House, and t here is obj ection to such reading, the question 

shall De determined by a majo r ity vote of the members of the 

House present. Except f or protests permit tea by the 

Constitution, no member may have material printed in the Journal 

until said material has been presented to the House and the 

pr inting approved by the House, and said material sha ll not 

exceed I ,000 words. 

The Spea~er shall 
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?reserve order and decorum. 

(b) Decency of speech shall be observed and disrespect 

to personal ities carefully avoided • 

{C) When the SpeakEr is putting any question, or 

addressing the House, no person shall speak, stand up, walk out 

Of or cross the House, nor when a member is speaking, engage in 

disruptive discourse or pass between the member and the Chair. 

(~~y $-~Xt~t ~J!~)¥ -~i ~¢ 1¢1-itt¢~ ~~ t~¢ tJ~-t ~t ~~~ 

~~~¢¢ ~~tt•g r~¢ tt~~~ J!~~t 1~¢ ~~~µ! ~~ ,_ ~¢$~t~~I] 

( 1.¢1 ]( (!!) ] Food or beverages shall not be permitted on 

the floor of the House. 

(,.(.tY1[ <~> J The reading of newspapers shall not be 

permitted on the floor of the House while the House is in 

session. 

[ ,(~Y ][ <!> ] Smoking or the consumption of food or 

beverages shall not be permitted in the galleries at any time. 

( .(J!Y ][ {SI) 1 Special r ecitals, performances by musicians 

or other groups shall not be permitted on the floor of the House 

and special guests of members cf the House shall not be permitted 

on the floor of the House. 

III. Motions 

RULE 13. Mo!i.Qill? ~~~1~---(a) Every motion shall be 

reduced to wri t i ng, if the Speaker or any two members request it. 

(b) When a motion is made, it shall be stated by the 

Speaker, or, if written, it shall be handed to the Chair and read 

aloud by the Speaker or Clerk before debate. 

(c) After a motion has been stated by the Speaker or 

read by the Speaker or Clerk, it shall be in the possession of 

the House; but it may be withdrawn before a decision or 

• amendment, except in case of a motion to reconsider, which 

17 
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1

1 

House and shall no t he wi t hdrawn without leave of the House. 
I 

RULE 14. ~Qiion§, org~~ of Pre~ed~~~.--When there are 

motions hefore the House, the order of precedence is as follows: 

To a d j o ur n 

To lay on the table 

To postpone indefinitEly 

Previous q uestion 

To postpo ne to a day certain 

To commi t 

To amen d an amendment 

To amend 

To substitute 

To pass t he bill 

No motion to lay on the table, to postpone indefinitely, 

to postpone to a d ay certain, to commit or to make a particular 

amendment, being decided, shall be again allowed at the same 

stage of the bill or proposition. 

R'JL R f5 . Mo t ion 12 ~djo~~---(a) A motion to adjourn 

shall be seconded before the motion is put to the vote of the 

House. 

{b) A mot ion to adjourn shall be decided without 

debate, and shall always be in order, except when the House is 

voti ng or some me mber i s spe aking; but a motion to adjourn shall 

not follow a moti on to adjourn until debate or some other 

business o: the Ho use has intervened. 

RULE 16. ~oti£m to Ta bl~. -- {a) A motion to table shall 

be seconded before the motion is put to the vote of the House and 

is in order excep t when a moticn to adjourn is before the House. 

(b) ,. mot i on to table shall be decided without debate. 

House Resolution 24t 
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(c) A motion to tabl€ a bill shall constitute a motion 

to table the bill and all amendments thereto. 

• (d) A motion to table an amendment sha 11 not be 

construed as a motion to table the principal bill or any other 

amendment which has been offered thereto, and if such motion is 

carried, only the amendment shall lie upon the table. 

• (e) When a question has been tabled, it shall not 

thereafter be considered except on motion [!Q £~£Qil§ig~£ fil!g~r 

R~l~ _Ll!, QI] to remove from the table approved by a two-thirds 

(2/3) vote. 

RULE I 7. Motion 1£ Postpon_g 1.ndefinitely.--A motion to 

postpone indefinitely is in order except when a motion to adjourn 

or to lay on the table is before the House. However, after one 

motion to postpone indefinitely has been decided, another motion 

to postpone indefinitely shall not be allowed at the same stage 

• 
of the bill or proposition. When a question has been postponed 

indefinitely, it shall not thereafter be considered except on 

motion (to £~2!L§ide£ unde.£ Eu le 1.§, .QI) to place on the 

favorable calendar approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote. 

RULE 18. 

has been decided, it is in order for any member to move for the 

reconsideration thereof, on the same or the succeeding 

legislative day; provided that if the vote by which the motion 

was originally decided vas taken by a recorded vote, only a 

member of the majority may move for reconsideration. 

(b) A motion to reconsider shall be determined by a 

ma j ority vote, except a motion to reconsider a motion tabling a 

motion to reconsider, which shall require a two-thirds (2/3) 

• vote • 

[ l¢Y 
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ROLE 19 • .f!:~io~§ Question.--(a) The previous question 

may be called only by the member submitting the report on the 

bill er other matter under consideration, by the member(A~Y] 

introducing the bi ll or other matter under consideration, or by 

the member in charge of the measure, who shall be designated by 

the chairman of t h e committee reporting the same to the House at 

the time the bill or other matter under consideration is reported 

to the House or taken up for consideration. 

(b) The previous question shall be as follows: "Shall 

the main question now be put?" When the call for the previous 

question has been decided in the affirmative by a majority vote 

of the House, the "main question" is on the passage of the bill, 

resolution or other matter under consideration. 

(c) The call for the previous question shall preclude 

all motions, amendments and debatE, except the motion to adjourn 

or motion to table or motion to postpone indefinitely made prior 

to the determination of the previcus question. 

(d) I f the previous question is decided in the 

negative, the main question remains under debate. 

IV. Voting 

RTJL'E 20 . 

on the following questions shall be taken on the electronic 

voting system, and the ayes and noes shall be recorded on the 

Journa 1 ~ 

{I) All questions on which the Constitution of 

North Carolina requires that the ayes and noes 

be taken and recorded on the Journal. 

(2) All questions on which a call for the ayes and 

noes under Rule 24(a) has been sustained. 

House Resolution 24f 
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(3) Both second and third readings of bills 

proposing amendment of the Constitution of 

North Carolina or ratifying resolutions 

amending the Constitution of the United 

Stat es. 

(b) Votes on the following questions shall be taken on 

the electronic voting system, and a copy of the machine print-out 
I 

of the votes shall be filed in the Principal Clerk's office. A 

copy of the machine print-out shall also be filed in the 

Legislative Library where it shall be open to public inspection: 

(I) Second reading of all public bills, all 

amendments to public bills offered after 

second reading, third reading if a public bill 

was amended after second reading or if the 

reading occurs on a day or days following the 

second reading, all conference reports on 

public bills, all motions to lay public bills 

on the table, and all motions to postpone 

public bills indefinitely. 

(2) Upon a call for division. 

(3) Any other question upon direction of the 

Speaker or upon motion of any member supported 

by one-fifth (1/5) of the members present. 

(c) When the electronic voting system is used, twenty 

seconds shall be allowed for vcting on the question before the 

House, unless the chair shall direct otherwise. The system shall 

be set to close automatically when that time has expired. After 

the system is closed, the Speaker may allow any member to vote 

until he orders the system locked. Once the system is locked, 

the vote shall be recorded and printed. 
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-------·--(df ··--i'b.e .Voting - .stati~n· ·- .. -~t--~~Ch membert~ · ~;-SI( i--;~

Chamber shall be used only b y the member to which the station is 

assigned. Under no circumstances shall any other person vote at 

a member's stati on. It is a breach of the ethical obligation of 

a member either to request that another person vote at the 

requesting member ' s station, or to vote at another member's 

station . The Speaker shall enforce this rule without exception. 

{e) When the electronic voting system is used, the 

Speaker shall s t ate the question and shall then state 

subs tantially the following : "All in favor vote •aye•; all 

oppo s ed vote •no' ; the Clerk will 

all o tted time for voting has 

open the vote." After the 

elapsed, the Speaker shall say: 

"The Clerk will now lock the machine and record the vote." After 

the machine is locked and the vote recorded, ·the Speaker shall 

announce the vote and declare the result. 

(f) One copy of the machine print-out of the vote 

record of all votes taken on the electronic system shall be filed 

in the office of the Principal Clerk, and one copy shall be filed 

in the Legislative Library where it shall be open to public 

inspection. 

(g) When the Speaker ascertains that the electronic 

voting system is i noperative before a vote is taken or while a 

vote is being t a ken on the electronic system, he shall announce 

that fact to the Ho use and an y partial electronic system voting 

record shall be voided. In such a case, if the Constitution of 

North Carolina or the Rules of the House require a call of the 

ayes and noes, the Clerk shall call the roll of the House, and 

the ayes and noes sha l l be taken 1anually and shall be 

on the Journal. All roll call votes shall 

recorded 

be taken 

alphabetically. Al l other votes shall be taken by voice vote. 
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If, after a vote is taken on the electronic system, it is 

discovered t hat a malfunction caused an error in the electronic 

system print-out, the Speaker shall direct the Reading Clerk and 

the Principal Cl erk to verify and correct the print-out r e cord 

an d so advise t he House. 

(h) For the purpose of identifying motions on which the 

vote i s taken on the electronic system, the motions are coded as 

follo ws: 

I . To ad j o urn • 

2. To lay on the table. 

3. To postpone indefinitely. 

4. Previous questicn. 

5 . To postpone to a day certain. 

6. To commit. 

7. To amend an amendment. 

8. To amend • 

9. To substitute. 

10. To reconsider. 

I I· Miscellaneous. 

ROLE 21. 

electronic voting system is not used, the Speaker shall rise and 

put a question. 

( b) The question sball be put in this form, namely, 

"Those i n favor (as the question may be) will say 'Aye'," and 

after t he affirmation voice bas been expressed, "Those opposed 

will say 'No'." 

ROLE 22. Dei~~ining Questi~Jl§.--Onless otherwise 

prov id ed by the Constitution of North Carolina or by these rules, 

all q ues t ions shall be determined by a simple majority of the 

members present and voting. 
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RULE 23. Voting .Qy Qivis1g!.--~ny member may call for a 

div ision of the members upon the question before the result of 

the ~ote has been announced. Upon a call for a division, the 

Speaker shall caus e the numbe r voting in the affirmative and in 

the negative to be determined. Upon a division and count of the 

House on any question, no membe r away from his seat shall be 

counted. 

RULE 24. Roll £~11 Vote.--(a) Before a question is put, 

any member may ca l l for the ayes an d noes. If the call is 

sustained by one-fifth (1/5) of the members present, the question 

shall be decided by the ayes and nces upon a roll call vote. 

(b) Every member who is in the Hall of the House when 

the question is put shall give his vote upon a call of the ayes 

and noes, unless the House [t~~ ~p¢¢)t) t¢t~~~~] shall excuse him 

[£.!!..£.§.!!~! !Q EQ!~ 24.1!·) [~~ft~~ tp~)J¢ttJ~~ tP ~¢ ¢~¢i$¢~ ft~• 

1~Kt•~ J!ttii ~¢ ¢~,¢t~~J-¢ft ~~)¢%~ ~P~~ ~¢t~t¢ 1~¢ ¢t)J _, ~~¢ 

t~YYJ] 

LE.!!1~ l!!·lA· Ex~ from geliberations ~g yotifill. Q.!! g, 

Q.i11--J.. (2) !JU !~ber !~ !:~.9J!_gst 12 be ~9!§gQ. 1£Q! !,he 

del_!be_!:ati.Q.!!.2 g.!!£ .!2.!:.illil .Q!! .£ .Iil!icular .Qi1J,, Qut to QQ §Q ]!J!St 

fil~ke !1!21 .£~.sl.Y~§.! 2f t_fil'. th~ 2~ond _£gg_ding of th_g bill ~g_ }!efQ.I.g 

~.Y ..mQ.!:.ign .QJ; .!.2.!:~ .Q!! _the bill .Q! gfil fil!!filldment th~to. ] 

(.!2) Ihe _m~be.£ .!!!~ _!Ake ~ brief §ta.!gJ!!fil!!. of the 

.[g~gn.§ .::of J!!ak!illI that .r~.sruest . The IDlJ!!!ler !lil §fil!S! !.Qilard to 

!h~ f rin£iE~1 £1_g.£E, .Q.!! ~ f2.!1! Ero1_ide£ .Qy the Cle~!, ~ concise 

§!~i~J!!g.!l! .Q,f .thg ~~ !.2£ the !~.!llfil?!., £J!Q _!:he £lerk shall 

in£1~Q~ !hi§ §!~!~n.!: ig _!h_g ~.m!f.!!S.1· Th~ guestion 2n granting 

the .£~.ill!~§! .ahal.! be ,!:E,ken .!ltbcut debat~. 

(~} !!!~ .!!!~.!?1.!?fil §2 filf.Y§_gQ. shall _Bot £.ebat~ the bill Q!: 

~ 2J!!end!.~rn! ~Q !1!~ .Qill, yote Q.!! th_g £.ill, .Qffef QI _yote Q!1 ~!!1 
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~g_ndm~nt 1.Q !h~ .Qil!, Q..t: Q!fef .2.!: !Qte Qll ~.ny .!2.ti.2!!. .£.Q.!1~£!1.i!Ul 

.!;;h~· .Qj._11 at jJg~1 £~adillil, ~!!.! 2u bs~fil!_gn.!: f_gadj,,ng, Q£ .2.!!Y 

§l!bSfg!J.~!lt £Qnsideration Qf !he .!2il1 • 

<£> A J!!gj!ber .!!!ll u:guest 11!~1 hi§ ~!£Y§~ !£2.!!! 

~~lih~££1i2.!!2 QU ~ £2.£1icula£ £ill .Qg wi.!:hQ£~~!!.· !hat gQgst,i.Q] 

~h~ll ~~ l~~~n !!ih2Yi de~at~. J 

RlJL E 24. I[~]. Se£~£atiQ!!. Q,! f.!:QEQ§iii.Q.!!§·--Any member 

may call for a question to be divided into two or more 

p~oposition s to be voted on ~eparately, and the Speaker shall 

detecmine whether the question admits of such a division. 

RULE 25. Voti~g .Qy ~£ea!_g£.--In all elections the 

Speaker ma y vote. In all other instances he may exercise his 

right to vote, oc he may reserve this right until there is a tie 

in ~hi£h ~Y~n! h~ .!!!E.21 .!21~, but in no instance may he vote twice 

on the same question. 

v. Ccsmittees 

PULE 26. committgga gen.fil:_~lly.--(a) All standing and 

select committees shall be appointed by the Speaker[/ ~fti~$~ 

~K~¢t~t~¢ ~~~¢l~JJ1 ~1~~1~~ ~l t~¢ ~~~~¢. ][!.h~ ~E.§~kef: sh~ll 

.~.IH?.2i!!1 ?!11 2llndi!!g £.QYi tt~fil2 at !1!~ .!?~.9.i!!ning 2! !he .2~.2.2i.2!!· ] 

¢~-•tKt~¢ ti )¢ t$ ~ ~¢~~~t ~i t~~ ¢t~¢; $~~~~j~g ~~--t~t¢~~1] 

[ (Q) Afi~.£ ,the 2Peake!'. ~.!&.§..§ hi§ i.n.!.tiaJ ~.E.Qj,nt]!~ts 

to S! §!;;an£.in..9: QI 2_g1~£1 £.Q.m.mitt~~, h~ .§hall .!!.Qi in~~ .th~ 

m~mhfil:§hll Qf. !l!~! £.Q!!!~it!~, .!2.!!1 MY fill ~.DI !,g£g!!.£ie.§ ~]!,!ch 

OC£~£ Qg th2.!_ £Ql!!l!.i!!_~. 

(£} .The f i.!:§.t .!!!fil!!.!?_g!: ,gn!!QY~g Ql! ~~h £.Q.!!!mi!!_g~ .2.fl~ll 

be £h~ir man, .2:.!lQ .!!.h~ th~ ~E~g ke! .§2. desire§ he .mil .Q~si,gM te ~ 

£QChai£.!!!~ S.!lQ Q~ .Q.£ .!!Qf:~ .!i£~-_£hair_!~]· ] 

[,<.¢A J[ <Q> ] [Either] the Chairman 
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c hairman[ , ] desig nated hy the Chairman or (by] the Speaker[, ] and 

five other mem bers of any ccmmittee[, ££ £ ~jQ~i1I Qf 1h~ 

£omm_i1;.i~, l!..!lich~~!: .i§. fe~£,] shall constitute a quorum of that 

c ommi ttee. 

( .(,Y ][ {~) ] In any joint meeting of the Senate and House 

Com mi t tees, the House Committee 

t¢~¢11¢][~~§g~!g§ ] the right to vote separately. 

RCTLE 27. (J~~¢t~~~-t ~t Zt•~,t~~ ~~~-t~i¢¢~.--~r Jr 

r~¢ ¢~~~¢t¢¢i¢~t ~' t~¢ ~~~~i~~ t)¢ $1¢•~¢t ~~~i~ ~11¢t1~ ~ 

¢i~¢,K~~ t¢••tt~¢¢ ~~ ~~t~ ~t t~¢ t~JJ~~K~t ~~~~¢¢~$/ 

~~t¢¥t; ][11§1 Qf ~tandi.lliJ £2.!!!!itt~~§·--!he standing £Ommittees 

~r~ : J 

.a.ging. 

Agriculture. 

Al coholic Beverage Control. 

JI. ppropriations. 

Appropriations Committee on the Base Budget. 

~ppropriations Committee on Education. 

Appropriations Committee on General Government and 

~ransporta tion. 

~ppropriations Committee on Human Resources and Corrections. 

Ba nks and Bankin g. 

Commercial Fisheries and oyster Industry. 

Commissions and Institutions for the Blind and Deaf. 

Co nstitutional Amendments. 

Cor porations. 

Corrections. 

Cou rts and Judic ial Districts. 

Economy. 

Ed ucation. 
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.Election Law s . 

Employment Security • 

Fina nee. 

Heal th. 

Higher Educati on. 

Highway Safety . 

Human Reso urces. 

In su ranee. 

Judiciary No. I. 

,Judiciary No. II. 

Judiciary No. III. 

Local Govern ment No . I. 

Local Government No. II. 

~anufactur ers and Labor. 

Mental Health. 

Military and Vet erans• Affairs • 

Natural & Economic Resources. 

Profession al Law Enforcement Personnel and Practice. 

~ublic Lib raries. 

Public Utili ties. 

Rules and Operati on of the House. 

State Govern ment. 

State Personnel. 

State Properties. 

Tran sporta ti on . 

University Board of Governors Ncminating Committee. 

Water and Air Resources. 

Wildlife Resources • 

[l~Y 1~~ ftt%~ -¢~~¢~ ~~~~~·¢¢~ ~- ¢1¢)( ¢~--,~~¢¢ %~tXJ 

~t ¢~ttt~t~i ~-~ ~~¢1¢ ~~¢ $~¢~~¢t ~¢ ~¢~t1¢~ ~¢ -~t ~¢~t~~~,~ ~ 
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RULE 28. ~gmmitte~ ~~ting2.--(a) Standing committees 

and s ubcommittees of standing committees shall be furnished with 

suitable meeting places pursuant to a schedule adopted by the 

Committee on Rules and Operation cf the House. Select committees 

shall he furnished with suitable meeting places as their needs 

require by the chairman of the Committee on Fules and Operation 

of the House. 

(b) Subject to the provisions of the subsection (c) of 

this Ru le, comm it tees and subcommittees thereof shall permit 

other members of the General Assembly, the press, and the general 

p ublic to attend all sessions of said committees or 

subcommittees. 

(c) The chairman or other presiding officer shall have 

general direction of the meeting place of the committee or 

subcommittee and, in case of any disturbance or disorderly 

conduct therein, or if the peace, good order, and proper conduct 

of the lPgislative business is hindered by any person or persons, 

the chairman or presiding officer shall have power to exclude 

from the session any individual or individuals so hindering the 

legislative business or, if nece~~ary, to order the meeting place 

c l ea red of all persons not members of the committee or 

subcommittee. 

(d) Procedure in the committees shall be governed by 

the rules of the House, so far as the same may be applicable to 

such procedure. Before a question is put, any member may call 

f or the ayes and noes. If the call is sustained by one-fifth 

(1 /5) of the members present, the question shall be decided by 

the ayes and noes upon a roll call vote. All roll call votes 

shall be taken alphabetically. 
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(e) No committee or sutcommittee shall meet on any day 

when the House shall not convene except by permission of the 

Speaker or by approval of the House by resolution adopted by a 

majority vote of the House. 

(f) No committee or subcommittee shall meet during any 

sess i on of the House and all ccmmittee and subcommittee meetings 

shall adjourn no later than f 5 minutes preceding a regular 

session of the Rouse. 

(g) ~ny call or notice of a standing committee meeting 

betw een legislative sessions shall be mailed to each member of 

the co mmittee by certified mail at least five days prior to such 

meetin g. 

[Ca> Quri!tS{ committee meetings 

~!~.£Ci~ .h.!.§ £1.frll! to vote, Q!: be .!!!S.Y. re§fil'.Y.§ 

1h~ £hairaan ~~y 

this riqht until 

ih!ll:~ .!.§ ~ !i~, ~~! ~~ ~Q install£~ ~~ the chair~~ ~ twi~ Qg 

the ~~me ,Sill~.§!i2~·] 

[~~~~ ~~- ~~~-ttt¢¢ ~~~tt~~~---7~¢ ¢~~~t•¢~ ~, ~i~ 

¢~-~j,f¢¢~ '~~ii ~~~tt8J ~t ~~~$~ '~ ~~ ~~tttj¢~J ,~~ fjt~, ~~-¢~ 

~~rt¢~~¢¢t ~~ ¢~¢~ ~t~)~ ~~ tt~ ~¢K t~t ~¢tt~~A ~¢t~t¢ t~¢jt 

t¢¢1¢¢1Y1¢ ¢~-•~t,¢¢$ t~ ~~ t~~ ~it~I Ki~¢ t~~ pit¢¢ ~t ~~¢~ 

~¢'1t~~'AI 1 

[~Q1] l2· Notic~ Ql Coamitte~ ~eetings and Hearings.--

{~) !! ubli.£ .!!.9!i£~ .Qf _g.ll £2.!l!!l..tl~~ meetings shall .Q~ gi~!!. i!! 

.!.hg l!.2.Y.§~· 1'.h~ chairJ!~ .Ql !.b~ £.Q..!!1mittee shall notify Q£ cause 

iQ h~ .!!Q!i!i~~ !A~ ~Q.Il.filil: of ~~ ~l.!l vhich is ~! fQ£ heari.!l!l 

Q!: £.Q,BsiQ~f:ati.Q.!! befor~ !A§ £fJ!mi11~ ~ 1.Q !he Q.ate, 1im~ and 

.E.19&~ of !hi!! ]!getj,n.g. 

(.Q) ~otj,ce shall be il~!l .!!.21 .!~ .th.~ fiv~ calendar 

Q~Y.§ .E.£.i.2£ !:.Q .e..i!.h!ic heari.!!!1.§· The~ B.Qtice§ sh~ll .Q~ issued ~ 

in~Q.£.!!!~!i.Q.Il 1.2! .t.h~ ,Eress ~nd infor_!!~!!Q.!! shall be £Osteg in .th~ 
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Ela£~ .2~2iillL~!~.Q .!2.Y the friJ!cifil Clerk. 

(£) R~.I§.2.!l.§ .Q~§.i!:.!lliI !.Q _gfil?§f ~nd be b.earg ~! ! public 

l!~ar.illSI .£!~ ~!1£2.YJ;~ged to fil~ 1iith _!he chairJ!!ll! of !he £Ql!m,it.t,~ 

a hfief Q!: .!fit t~.n stateJB..gnt of th~ ~_!!!arks to be mad~ at lef!_st 

1~~n11-i2Y£ h9.Yf§ before _1he !i~ gl ,!he ~earing. ] 

RULE 30. f21!.!it1~ of 1]~ !~ole Hou§_g.--(a} A Committee 

of the Whole House shall not be formed, except by suspension of 

the rules, if there be objection by any member. 

(b) After passage of a motion to form a Committee of 

the Whole House, the Speaker shall appoint a chairman to preside 

in ccmmittee, and the Speaker shall leave the Chair. 

(c) The rules of ft:ccedure in the House shall be 

observed in the Committee of the ihole Rouse, so far as they may 

be applicable, except the rule limiting the time of speaking and 

the previous question. 

{d) In t.he Committee of the Whole House a motion that 

the committee rise shall alway~ be in order, except when a member 

is speaking, and shall be decided without de~ate. 

(e) When a bill is submitted to the Commit tee of the 

Whole House, it shall be read and debated by sections, leaving 

the preamble to be last considered. The body of the bill shall 

not be defaced or interlined, but all amendments, noting the page 

and line, shal l be duly entered by the Clerk on a separate paper 

as the same shall be agreed to by the committee, and be so 

reported to the House. AftEr report, the bill shall again be 

subject to be debated and amended by sections before a question 

on its passage be taken. 

VI. Han dling of Bills 

RULE 3f. li~.ferfil!~ 12 Committee.--Each bill, joint 

resolution, or House resolution not introduced on the report of a 
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committee shall immediately upon its first reading be referred by 

the Speaker to such committee as he deems appropriate. 

RULE 32. Introdufti.Q!l of Bi.!ls ~.!!Q !!~J:utiQ!l§·-- (a) 

All bills and resolutions shall be introduced by submitting same 

to th e Principal Clerk's office on the legislative day prior to 

the first reading and reference thereof according to the 

follo wi ng schedule: by 8:30 o'clock p.m. each ~onday, by 4:30 

o'c loc k p.m. each Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and by 3:00 

o'clock p. m. each Friday. 

(b) Every bill or reEolution shall be read in regular 

o rder of business, except upon permission of the Speaker or on 

the r eport of a committee. 

(c) hll bills and resolutions shall show in their 

capt io ns a brief descriptive statement of the true substance of 

same , which captions may therEafter be amended; provided that 

t h ird reading shall not be had on any bill or resolution on the 

s a me day that such caption is amended. 

(d) A Substitute Eill shall be covered with the same 

colo r jacket as the original bill and shall be prefaced as 

foll ows: 

"House Substitute for" or "Rou~e Committee Substitute for " 
(e) House Resolutions need not be read more than twice. 

RULE 32.1. Deadline 2n JntrQQ.!!£!i2n 2i ~!~i~ ]ill§.-

All local bills or tills p~epared to be introduced for 

depart ments, agencies, or institutions of the 

introduced not later than April of the session 

State must be 

year. A 11 

celebration, commendation, and commemoration resolutions, except 

those honoring the memory of deceased persons, must be introduced 

not l ater than April t of the session year • 

RULE 33. ga2er§ Addr~§ed !2 th~ ng~.--Petitions, 
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memorials a nd other papers addressed to the House shall he 

presented by the S pe aker. A brief statement of the contents 

t he reo f may be o r al l y mad e by the introducer before reference to 

a committee, bu t such papers shall not be debated or decided on 

th e day of their f i rst being read unless the House shall dire ct 

otherwise. 

RULE 34. 1.ntrodY,£,! i on of R.~olutiQJ!.§ ~.ng ~ills, £2.Ei~ 

R~guit~£ . -- (a) Whenever any resolution or bill is introduced,. a 

duplicate copy t hereo f sha l l be attached thereto, and the 

Principal Clerk shall cause said duplicate copy to be numbered as 

the original resolut i on or bill is n u mbered, and shall cause the 

same to be availab le at all times to the member introducing the 

same. 

(b) Numbering of Hou~e Bills shall be designated as 

"H.B. " (No. f ollo ving) • A Joint Resolution shall be 

designated as "H.J.R. --·" (No. following). A House Resolution 

shall be designate d as "H. R. __ ." (No. fo lloving). 

(c) Whenever any resolution or bill is filed for 

introduction, it s hall be i n sucb form and have such copies 

accompanying sa me as des i gna t ed by the Speaker, and any 

resolution or b ill introd uc e d ~ithout the required number of 

copies shall be i mmediately r e turned to the introducer. The 

Cl~rk shall stamp the c opies with the number stamped upon the 

origin::l bill. 

RULE 35 . ]Y..£l i £a t iDE of Bill§.--The Legislative 

Services Officer s ha ll cause such bills as are introduced to be 

duplicated i n s u c h nu mbe r s as may be specified by the Speaker. 

The Legislative Se rvice s Officer shall cause one copy of each 

resdlution and p u b l i c b i l l fo r each legislator to be delivered to 

his clerk or secretar y who shall place it in the appropriate 
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notebook on the legislator's desk. If a legislator so requests, 

a second copy shall be delivered to his clerk or secretary who 

s hall place it in the legislator's office. The remaining copies 

s hal l be placed in the Printed Bills Room and made available to 

the c ommittees to which the bill is referred, to individual 

le1isl~t ors on request, and to the general public. 

RU LE 36. Report ]l Committe~.--(,~l ~Ki~$ ~~, 

t¢$~l~~K~-~ ~1), ~¢ t¢1<Jt1~, tt~- t~¢ ¢1>-•ttt¢¢ t~ ~~K¢tt 

t¢t¢tt1~J ~tr~ ~~¢~ t~¢~~·¢-,!~~tJpj.~ ~$ t~¢ ¢1>••Ktt¢¢ -1t ~¢~tt¢ 

~~ •t~¢ ¢t¢¢,r t~ 1~¢ tt$~ -~~t¢ t~¢ ~tt-¢tptJ it1t~~J1.¢¢t 

t¢f!Jl.¢$1$ Kif ~ttf J.-,<g t¢ 1'ft¢ ¢~ftJ.t~l.I- l>t t'ft~ ¢1>1.•J.tf.¢¢ t'Jil.)f 1tt¢ 

~~Y1 -,!~~ ~¢ ¢~~$j~¢1¢~J] !he chairman of the full 

Appropriations Committee may refer a bill or resolution to 

anothe r appro priations committee specifically charged with the 

subject matter of the bill or re~olution; the committee to which 

the bi ll or resolution is referred shall report the bill or 

resolu tion back to the full ApFropriations Committee. 

(a) f~~Q~ble E~Q~!· When a committee reports a bill 

with the recommendation that it be passed, the bill shall be 

?laced on the favorable calendar for the next succeeding 

legisl a tiv e day ; except that Committee Substitutes for bills 

shall be placed on the favorable calendar for the second next 

succeeding l egislative day after adoption. 

{b ) ~EQ.!:1 ]!j.thout Prfiludic~. When a committee reports 

a bill without prejudice, the bill shall be placed on the 

f avorable calendar. 

(c ) RQ§1£~~ Indefinitely. When a committee reports a 

h i ll with t he recommen~ation that it be postponed indefinitely, 

and n o minority report accompanies it, the bill shall be placed 

on the unfavorable calendar. 
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(d) When a committee reports a 

bill with the recommendation that it be not passed, and no 

minority report accompanies it, the bill shall be placed on the 

unfavorable calendar. 

(e) When a bill is reported by a 

committee with a recommendation that it be not passed or that it 

he postponed indefinitely, but it is acco•panied by a minority 

report signed by at least one-fourth (1/4) of the members of the 

committee who were present and voting when the bill vas 

considered in committee, the question before the House shall be: 

"The adoption of the minority report." If the minority report is 

adopted by majority vote, the bill shall be placed on the 

favorable calendar for consideration. If the minority report 

fails of adoption by a majority vote, the bill shall be placed on 

the unfavorable calendar. 

POLE 37. £ill ~~ Unfavorable Calendar.--~ 

bill may be removed from the unfavorable calendar upon motion 

carried by a two-thirds (2/3) vote. A motion to remove a bill 

from the unfavorable calendar is (Adt] debatable[.] (I •~t t~¢ 

-~'t•, •~ti ~~t¢1¢ •~Xj•g ~)~ -~~t¢•1 ~~1¢ • ~tt¢t ~-~ ¢~~¢J~¢ 

tttt¢~¢~tl ~~~ ~~t¢ t~tt tj1¢ -j-~1¢$ ~~ ~¢-~1X/ ~t ~)~ t~~p~~ 

t'llt t)!¢ ~l§~t~ftj ] 

All committees, other than the Committee on Appropriations, when 

favorably reporting any bill which carries an appropriation from 

t. .he State, sha 11 indicate same in the report, and said bill shall 

be referred to the Committee on Appropriations for a further 

report before being acted upon by the House. A 11 committees, 

other than the Committee on Finance, when favorably reporting any 

bill which in any vay or manner raises revenue, reduces revenue, 

34 
House Resolution 241 

• 

• 

• 



1-------· __ _ 

• 

• 

• 

levies a tax, or authorizes the issue of bonds or notes, whether 

public, public-local, or private, shall indicate same in the 

report, and said bill shall te referred to the Committee on 

Finance foe a further report before being acted upon by the 

House. 

ROLE 39. Re£il!! .QI !i!.! f.£2.! £ommitt~.--Hhen a bill 

has been introduced and referred to a committee, if after 10 

le]islative days the committee bas failed to report thereon, then 

the introducer of the bill or scme member designated by him may, 

after three legislative days' public notice given in the House 

[and Q~l,ive~Q. in _!:citing to 1.!lg chai£J!.2l! of !l~ £2.!.!!itt~~], on 

motion supported by a majority vote of the members present and 

voting, recall the same from the committee to the floor of the 

House foe consideration and such action thereon as a majority of 

the members present may direct. [1~~~t~g ~~ t~t~ t~¢ ~~iii 

;t¢1~-~ K~~ t¢¢~)) ¢1 ~ ~t)) _,~~1 '¢•1~tttt ~~~;¢•$t¢• ¢t ~~~ 

t'lll-¢~ 1'f1~¢r Y.Jd.l-¢ '$~A"i51J] [Thi:§ !~le sh~ll j!_g!,; .!!~ .t~~E~.il.Y 

2-Y~fil!.Qgg_ ~.ithQYi Q!lll Q._u~ notice Ql! !~ .!2!.i_g.n g.i~.!! in !.!!~ 

liQ~ ~nd delivered i..n writing to the chairaian _g.f th~ £2,!mitt~~ 

fill.2 12 §.Y.stain 1ha.t motiQll two-thirds J1L]l 21 !he ~mb~f:§ 

Et~ent and votillil. shall £~ .r~uired. ] 

RULE 40. Calenda~§ ~nd Schedul~§ Qi ~~sin~§·~-The 

Clerk of the House shall prepare a daily schedule of business, 

including the Calendar of Bills and Resolutions fer c~nsideration 

and debate that day, in accordance with the Order of Business of 

the Day (Rule 5). The Clerk shall number all bills and 

resolutions in the order in which they are introduced. All bills 

and resolutions shall be taken up as they appear in each category 

[Rule 5 (7) ] in the order they were re ported by committee; but the 

Committee on Rules and Operation of the House may at any time 
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arrange the order of precedence in which bills may be considered. 

RULE 4j. E~ading2 Qf ]ills .--(a) Every bill shall 

r e ceive three readings in the House prior to its passage. The 

first reading and reference of the bill to committee shall occur 

on the next legis lati ve day following its introduction, and the 

Speaker shall give notice at each subsequent reading whether it 

be the second or third reading. 

(b) No bill shall te read more than once on the same 

day without the concurrence of two-thirds (2/3) of the members 

present and voting. 

[1JJ:J Jl'JI 'tt¢¢'t <It ~'1J..¢1-1¢/. Y,tJ.l.ltttf.1.Y 1Jt)1~~¢'t t<I 'tl!.¢ 

1t~1t;,~~~;, ~t ~~~;,¢¢rt~- ~l'Y ~t ,~J;, J~J.~J tt~¢t t ~t¥J 'l!t;. ~¢¢~ 

1t~1¢~1 ~1.~ ttJ.¢~ 1¢ Pl-$$ ~~ 1-•~ ~t tt;, t~t/.t-g~J ~t ~1.$ )1¢¢~ 

~Y1-¢¢~ <I~ 1~¢ ""1~1¢tt~J.¢ ¢tJ.~•~ttl 1~¢ ¢~~,~~!$ ~1 ~~¢'/! •tJ.1 ¢t 

tli¢ 1:tt~¢~1t~ ptr,i1t~J.~•t. ~t '-'-" t.~>1~~¢1- •t1't¢t $'/!t.J.l. '1..lft >1¢ 

~~~~~Kt~ Y~ t•t ~t'/!¢~ ~¢1.;,~t¢j ~1~- t'/!¢ 1~1-~~ ~t lft/.¢t ~¢t~~ 

t1.Y%¢,. 1-Jt~ $Jt$1~t~¢,. ~t 1~~ ~)-JtJ ~~¢i1 •~t~~t¢ $~1.lJ. , ~¢ 1~Y~ 

~;<1~ ~~¢ ~t~~~/ ~-~ $~tl). 1'1>1 ~~ 'tX~~ 1~¢t¢ttP• ¢~¢¢;~ ~1 1- two

~~Kt~f,// 11 l)/JY Y~~¢1 

l~Y .,¢ J.¢¢1-J. '/JJ.)Y. $)1-J.) ~¢ i1~J../. ~1 1)(¢ f!Jit.~t ~~ ¢~<Jl.t 

~~~ pt¢1Yf,K¢-$ ¢1 ¢t tp ~~ l~~~tJtti ~J,) t~i ~,~,¢~J~¢ •¢t$~t¢ 

~~i¢~ )t~ ~¢¢- J~t$ ~P~~ t~~ '~~l~I Pt t1.tJ.¢~ tP ~~~~ t~i ~t Y.t$ 

't¢.,.~j.~<Jt.l 1 

R[JI,E 43. ,8~nd.!.fil!tS ana .Ri£§f.§.--No amendment or rider 

to a bill before the House shall be in order unless such rider or 

amendment is germane to the bill under consideration. 

Only one principal (first degree) amendment shall be 

pending at any one time. If a subsequent or substitute principal 

amendment shall be offered, tbe Speaker shall rule it out of 

order. However, any member desiring to offer a subsequent or 
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su bstitut e pri ncipal amendme nt in o pposition to the pending 

ame nd me nt may inform the House by way of argument against the 

pend i ng amendment that if i t is defeated he proposes to offer 

another principal amendment, and he may then read and explain 

such proposed amendment. 

Per f ecting (or second degree) amendments may be offered 

and considered without limitat i on as to number, and in the event 

of multiple per f ecting amendments, they shall be voted upon in 

invers e order. 

RULE 44. Conf~~ ~Q.!!!mit1~~---(a) Whenever the House 

shal l decline or refuse to concur in amendments put by the Senate 

to a bill originating in the Reuse, or shall refuse to adopt a 

substitute adopted by the Senate for a bill originating in the 

House or whenever the Senate shall decline or refuse to concur in 

amen dments put by the House to a bill originating in the Senate, 

o r shall refuse to adopt a sutstitute adopted by the House for a 

bill ori ginating in the Senat€, a conference committe e chairman 

and committee shall be appoint€d upon motion made, consisting of 

the num ber named in the motion; and the bill under consideration 

shal l thereupon go to and be considered by the joint conferees on 

the part of the House and SenatE. 

(b) Only such matters as are in difference between the 

tw o houses shall be considered by the conferees, and the 

c onf e r ence report shall deal only with such matters. The 

confe r ence report shall not be amended and may be made by a 

majo ri t y of the House members of such conference committee. 
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VII. Legis l at ive Officers and Employees 

RULE 45. ]lected Office£§.--(a) The House shal l elect 

one o f its members Speaker. 

(b) The House shall elect one of its members Speaker 

pro tempore who s hall perform such duties a s the Speaker may 

assign and shall preside over the House i n the absence or 

incapacity of the Speaker and shall perform all of the duties of 

the Speaker until such time the Speaker may assume the Chair. 

(c) The House shall elect a Principal Clerk, a Reading 

Clerk and a Sergeant-at-Arms, each of whom shall have and perform 

such duties and responsibi l ities not inconsistent with these 

Rules as the Speaker may assign. The Principal Clerk shall 

continue in office until another is elected. 

RULE 46. ~.§§istant§ !Q ,frinci12al Clerk fil!Q Sergean1-at

!r~2.--The Principal Clerk and the Sergeant-at-Arms may appoint, 

vith the approval of the Speaker, such assistants as may be 

necessary to the efficient discharge of the duties of their 

respective offices. 

RULE 4 7. Spe~ke,£~ Cl~!:!, ~,haplfil, ll.f! ~!tg!Hl!· -- (a) The 

Speaker may appoint one or more clerks to the Speaker, a Chaplain 

of the House, and pages to vait upon the sessions of the House. 

(b) When the Hou s e is not in session, the pages sha 11 

be under the supervis ion of t he Supervisor of Pages. 

(c) No member may havE more than 10 persons designated 

as honorary pages. 

RULE 48. Committee Clerks and ,2~~1~ie_2.--(a) 

comaittee shall have a clerk. !he clerk to a committee 

serve as secretary to the cha i rman of that committee. 

Each 

shall 

(b) Each member shall be assigned a secretary, unless 

he has a committee clerk to serve as his secretary. 
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{c) The selection and retention of clerks and 

secretaries shall be the sole prerogative of the individual 

member or members. Such clerks and secretaries shall file 

initial applications for employment with the Legislative Services 

Office and shall receive compensation as prescribed by the 

Legislative Services Commission. The employment period of clerks 

and secretaries shall commence not earlier than the convening 

date of the General Assembly and shall terminate not later than 

the final adjournment or recess of the General Assembly unless 

employment for an extended period is approved by the Speaker. 

The clerks and secretaries shall adhere to such uniform rules and 

regulations not inconsistent with these Rules regarding hours and 

other conditions of employment as the Legisl~tive Services 

Commission sh al 1 fix by a ppr opr iate regulations. 

RULE 49. Compens~ti£n of Clerks and Secretaries.--Ho 

clerk, laborer, or other person employed or appointed under Rules 

4 7, 4 8, and 49 hereof shall receive dilr ing such employment, 

appointment, or service, any compensation from any department of 

the State government, and there shall not be voted. paid or 

awarded any additional pay, bonus or gratuity to any of them, but 

th~y shall receive only the pay now provided by law for such 

duties and services. 

VII!. Privileges of the Rall 

RULE 50. !dmitt~~ to 112.Qf.--No person except 

members, officers and employees of the General Assembly and 

former members of the General Assembly who are not registered 

under the provisions of Article 9 of Chapter t 20 0£ the General 

Statutes of North Carolina sball be allowed on the floor of the 

House during its session, unle~s permitted by the Speaker or 

otherwise provided by law. 
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RULE 51. A dmi~~~ of f~,2.§.--Reporte rs wishing t o 

take down debates may be ad •i tted by the Speaker, who s hall 

assi gn such places to them on the floor or elsewhere, t o effect 

this object, as s hall not interfere with the convenience of the 

House. 

RULE 52. 

floor, galleries or lobby sha l l only be extended at the 

discretion of the Speaker. 

R IJLE 5 3. Ordfil in GaJJ.~~lli and Lo.!2!u· --In case of any 

disturbance or disorderly conduct in the galleries or lobby, the 

Speaker or other presiding off icer is empowered to order the same 

to be cleared. 

IX. General Ru l es 

RULE Sil. Attendance of Membe!§·--No member or officer 

of the House shall absent himself f r om the service of the House 

without leave, unless from s ick nes s or disability. 

RULE 550 

acts, addresses, and resolut i ons an d a l l warrants and subpoenas 

issued by order of the House s hall be signed by the Speaker or 

other presiding officer. 

RULE 56 . frinting £! Reprod ucing ~ateri~.--There 

shall be no print i ng or re pro d uc ing of paper(s) t h a t a r e not 

legislative in essence exce pt upc n app r ova l of the Speaker. 

RULE 57. 

Persons other than members o f the General Assembly, officers or 

staff thereof shall not place or cause to be placed any materia l s 

on members' desks without obtaining approva l of the Speaker. Any 

material so placed shall bea r the name of the originator. 

RULE 58. 
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it(Y$ ~~tl¢¢ ~jj¢~ ~~ 1'ii¢ 1~t;~F t~¢t¢~tJ -~~ t~ ¢~~t~t~ ~~t~ 

•~it~~ t~~f t~tt~$ AJ/)1 ~t 1~¢ _,_~~~ pt¢-¢•~ ~~~ 1~tt•s ~~~ii 

th~ £~.2QlutiQ!! .!!!.!:!St Q!! the !12Q!: of i~ Jim!~ fil.!~ .nfili~~ of ,his 

int~nt iQ int,;:ody~ _the !:~gluti.Q!! .Q.!! ,!he legislati~ .Q~y 

~£~ceding its in!!:£duct12~-] 

(b) Except as otherwise provided he r ein, t h e House upon 

two-thirds (2/3) vote of the meabers present and voting may 

temporarily suspend any rule. 

[~,~~ $11 Jt•j~~~-~ ~- ~~ ~,~~~¢t$~t1 ~t ~t))$ i~~ 

1¢~~J~~t¢~~---~~t -¢·~~t ~t~)j~g Y¢ ¢~ ~;·-~¢t ~ ~tll ~t 

t¢$¢J~tt~~ ~~t¢~ ~~~ ~¢mt. 1•)t~~~¢¢~ •~t ~~ $p ~t ~P1¢~t~~~ l~ 

~~¢ ~ttj¢~ ~t 1~¢ ?t~~¢t1~, ~),1~ t~t ¢~¢~ 1~t1~%¢ ~ttXt~ ~~~ 

~~Jt ~~~t t¢lJ¢~t~~ t~¢ ~~A~~1,•¢•t ~t r )¢ ~¢~~~¢• ~~tt•g ~~lt~ 

~~¢~ ~jJ) ~~ 1¢~~i~y~~- ~~~ ,t~~~ t~-~ ~-~ t¢J~~t~~I] 

RULE 60. 

Legislative Services Officer may 

appearing in House bills or 

of T.YE23~1!hi~al ~!:.£2£§.--The 

correc t typographical erroLs 

resol ut ions provided that such 

corrections are made before ratification and do not conflict with 

any actions or rules of the Senat€ and pro vided further that such 

correction be approved by the Chairman of t he Rules Committee, 

the SpEaker or other presiding cfficer. 

RULE 6J. ~tt~ !!...21 CoEgQ in Th~ RUlg§.--Except as 

herein set out the rules of the House of Representatives of 

Congress shall govern the operation o f t he House. 

[$~¢J JI ~~t "1¢t•,~~'' ~-~~tj¢-~t~• 1¢ 1~¢-¢ ~P~~~ 

• ~~~~% ~~Ill ~¢ •t~¢ ~t ~-~If¢ %j,1)- t¢~~J~'t¢•1] 
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THE SENATE RULES PROPOSED 
BY THE 

SPECIAL INTERIM JOINT COMMITTEE 
TO STUDY THE RULES OF THE GENERAL ASSE~BLY 

The text is that of Senate Resolution 16 9, adopted March 
11 , J 977, as amended. 

Changes in the Senate Rules adopted by the 1977-1978 
Senate are followed by bracketed material (bracketed material] 
containing the citation to the relevant simple resolution. 

Suggested changes are indicated as follows: 
1. Language proposed to be deleted is bracketed and 

stricken through [~tttt~¢~ t~t~~g~]. 
2. Language proposed to be added is bracketed and 

underlined [und~lin~g). 

A SENATE RESOLUTION ADOPl'ING THE PERMANENT RULES OF THE SENATE 

FOR THE [f)Jl.7][!979] SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH 

CAROLINA. 

Be it resolved by the Senate: 

Section 1- The permanent rules for the [1..91)][ )972] 

Session are as follows: 

I. order of Business, Rules 1-1 

II. Conduct of Debate, Rules 8-17 

III. Motions, Rules f 8-24 

IV. Voting, Rules 25-30 

v. Committees, Rules 31-37 

VI. Handling Bills, Rules 38-59 

VII. Legislative Officers and Employees, Rules 60-65 

VIII. General Rules, Rules 66-77 

I. Order of Business 

RULE 1- Rules controllin3 the Senate Qf North Carolin~ 

~g it§ £Q!mi!!~~2---The following rules shall govern and control 

all actions and procedures of the Senate and its committees. 
44 



~H• ---------- - · · ,o ~ . ... ----~- --- - --·-·---

RULE 2. Con.Yfil!. ing ho~I·--The President shall take the 

=hair at the hour f ixed by t he Senate upon adjournment on the 

preceding legisla tive day, and shall call t he members t o order. 

In c ase the Senate adjour ned on the preceding legislative day 

without having fixe d the hour of reconvening, the Senate shall 

reconvene on the next legislative day at 1:00 p.m. 

F.ULE 3. Q£~ni~ the §~§l.Qn·--The President shall, upon 

order being obtained, have the sessions of the Senate opened with 

prayer. 

RULE 4~ Con vening i~ abseB~ 2~ R~igent.--In the 

absence of the President, the President pro tempore shall 

reconvene the Senate and preside, and during such time shall be 

ves ted with all powers of the President except that of casting a 

vote in case of tie when he has already voted on the question as 

a Senator. In the event of the absence of the President and 

President pro tempore at any time fixed for the reconvening of 

the Senate, the Principal Clerk of the Senate, or in his absence 

also, some member of the Senate Committee on Rules and Operat ion 

of the Senate, shall call the Senate to order and designate some 

member to act as Presid en t. 

RULE 5. Quorum.-- (a) A quorum consists of a majo rity of 

all the qualified membe rs o f the Senate. 

(b ) Whe n a lesser number than a quorum convene, the Senators 

present may send the doorkeeper or any person, for any or all 

absent Sen~tors , as a majority of the Senators present determine. 

ROLE 6. ~EE~~al of Joy~~~l---After the prayer, and 

upon appearance of a quoru m, the Presi dent shall cause the 

Journal of the preced ing day to be read and approved, unless the 

Chairman of the Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate or 

some member of the Senate by motion sustained by a majority of 
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the members present, has the r€ading thereof dispensed vi th and 

the same approved as writ ten. 

RULE 7. Qrder Qf busin~22.--After approval of the 

Journal, the order of business shall be as follows: 

(I) Reports of standing committees. 

(2) Reports of select committees. 

(3) Introduction of bills, petitions, and resolutions. 

(4) Messages from the House of Representatives. 

(5) Unfinished business of preceding day. 

(6) Special orders. 

{7) General Orders: 

('1) Local bills in numerical order, Senate bills first 

(b) 

(i) Third reading roll call and electronic 

voting system votes 

{ii) Second reading roll call and electronic 

voting system votes 

{iii) Second reading yiva Y.Q£g 

(iv) Third reading viva YQ££ 

Public bills in numerical order, Senate bills first 

U> Third reading roll call and electronic 

voting system votes 

(ii) Second reading roll call and electronic 

voting system votes 

(iii) 

{iv) 

Second reading Yi!~ ~ 

Third reading vi!~ y~. 

II. Conduct of Debate 

RULE 8. Presid~i iQ ~~i~1~1B Q!~~!·--The President 

shall have general direction of the Hall of the Senate and shall 

be authorized to take such action as is necessary to maintain 

order, and in case of any disturbance or disorderly conduct in 
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the galleries or lobbies, he shall have the power to order those 

areas cleared. 

RULE 9. ~yQst~tution !2.£ gf!t2id~~1.--The President 

shall have the r igh t to call on any member to perform the duties 

of the Chair, but substitution sha 11 not extend beyond one day. 

RULE 10. Poin12 of ,Q£g~r.--(a) The President shall 

preserve order and decorum and proceed with the business of the 

Senate ~ccording to the rules adopted. He shall decide all 

qaestions of ord er, sub ject to an appeal to the Senate by any 

member, on which appeal no member shall speak more than once 

unless by leave of the Senate. A two-thirds vote of the members 

present is necessary to sustain any appeal from the ruling of the 

Chair. 

(b) In the event the Senate Rules do not provide for, or cover 

any point of order raised by any Senator, the rules of the United 

States House of Representatives shall govern. 

(c) When a Senator is called to order he shall take his seat 

until the President determines vhether he was in order or not; if 

decided to be out of order, be sha.11 not proceed without the 

permission of the Senate; and every question of order shall be 

decided by the President, subject to an appeal to the Senate by 

any Senator: and if a Senator i s called to order for words 

spoken, the words excepted to shall be immediately taken dovn in 

writing, that the President or Senate may he better able to judge 

the matter. 

RULE I f. Q~bat!,n.si M!.9 YQting ~ Lieutenant Govern£~· -

The Lieutenant Governor, as President of the Senate, being a 

Constitutional Of ficer shall not have the right to debate any 

question or to address the Senate upon any proposition unless by 

permission of the ma j ority of members present, and shall have the 
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right to vote only when there is a tie vote upon any question or 

election. 

RULE f 2 • 

is about to speak in debate or deliver any matter to the Senate, 

be shall rise from his seat and respectfully address the 

President. No member shall speak until recognized by the 

President, and when two or more members rise at the same time, 

t h e President shall name the member to speak. 

(b) A Sena tor who has the floor may yield the floor to another 

Senator only for the purpose of allowing another Senator to state 

a question. Only the Chair may award the floor to any Senator 

for the purposes of allowing that Senator to engage in general 

debate. 

[ (.f) ! ;?~!@!Q..£ lli .!!~§ gbtained th~ flggf !~.I !?.~ int~upteg 

Q.!!.!.Y. ~Q!: tl!~ foll~ing ~§211.§: 

L· ~ £eguest th2! ih~ ~~~~ §~~~i.ng yielg for ~ 

gj!estion, 

£. ~ £.Qint of ordef, .Q.f 

1· ~ £ar lia mentau inguir_y. ] 

RULE f 3. ]ecogni,!ion !2~ ~_!te.ng.!B..9' £2.!!!:te§ie§.-- (a) 

Courtesies of the floor and galleries shall be extended only by 

the President on his own motion or upon the written request of a 

member of the Senate to former members of the General Assembly or 

to distinguished visitors. 

{b) Members may designate 

delivered to the Principal Clerk 

issued therefor. 

Honorary Pages by 

~ho will have a 

a statement 

certificate 

(c) The President may upon written request at intervals 

bet~een various orders of business extend courtesies to schools 

or other special large groups visiting in the galleries while 
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t~ey are present, and the President shall, at such times as he 

deems appropriate, express to those visitors in the galleries the 

pleasure of the Senate for their presence. 

RULE t4. LimiigtiQ~§ Q!! individual gebate.--[i~Y '~ 

1~-~t~t ~~tiJ ~~¢tX ~t ft¢~~~¢ ~~1~ t~~~ t~1¢¢ t~•¢$ ~~t ~'ii~t¢t 

t~~~ t~ttt tt1~ ~~ft~t~~ p~ ft~¢ ~~-~ ~tt ~- t.~¢ ~t•¢ $-~~¢¢~ 

~~1.'t.'iiY.t l.~tl~ ~t t.~¢ 1'¢N.f.f§t] ( (~) fu2 §fill!!!Q£ sh~!! seea:! Q!! 

!hg, §~.!!~ f!~.Y .IDQ!~ _1ha.n !!ice .Q!! ,the !!l~in g_y~stion, !lQ!. !fill~~ 

!l!~n !,hi£1Y !!i!!.Y te§ ~or !_he first SEeech ~ fift~ min.Y!~ !Q!: 

!he §Qf.Q!!g §~fil:!!· No §enatof shall: 22ea1t Q!! the g,!!g ggy !!Q,!:g 

tl~!! .Q.!!~ .Q!! ~ ~~n d~nt g: ~ _!.Qti..Q.!! .1Q reconsider, £.Q!!!!i!, 

S!.l?E~al .QI E.Q§!£.Qgg, ~!!Q then !!..Q long~£ !han ten ~inut~§· Ih~ 

~~~~te ~11 QY £QJ!§~1 of ~ ~~jori!Y of senators present, fil!SEeng 

!h~ Qper~!i.Q!! Q,f thj,§ subsection of this rule duriilll ~!!I geb~!.~ 

Ql! ail ~!!i£.Yla£ g:g_gstio,n.] 

(b) By permission of the President any member of the Senate 

may address the Senate from the lectern located on the floor 

before the dais for the purpose of explaining a bill or 

resolution, stating a point of personal privilege or for the 

purpose of debate. 

RULE 1s. £ri2£i1Y of bu2in~22---All questions relating 

to priority of business shall be decided without debate. 

RULE f 6. Readi!ill of £~~!§.--When the reading of a 

paper, other than a petition, is called for, and any Senator 

objects to the reading, the question shall be determined by the 

Senate without debate. 

RULE )7. General decor~!·--(a) Senators and visitors 

shall uncover their heads upon entering the Senate Chamber while 

the Senate is in session and shall continue uncovered during 

their continuance in the Chamber, unless one's religion requires 
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his head to be covered. 

(b) No remark reflecting personally upon the action of any 

Senator shall be in order upon the floor of the Senate unless 

preceded by a motion or resolution of censure. 

{c) When the President is putting a question, or a division by 

counting is in progress, no Senator shall walk out of or across 

the Chamber, nor when a Senator is speaking, pass between him and 

the President. 

(d) When a motion to adjourn or for recess is affirmatively 

determinei, no member or officer shall leave his place until 

adjournm~nt or recess is declared by the President. 

(e) Smoking shall not be allowed in the galleries of the 

Senate during sessions. [$1'1~~~~ ~~ti1. ~-~ ~¢ 

~-tl~~ ~~¢ tit$t ){¢~t 

(Senate Resolution 627, adopted May 5, 1977]] 

~,_,__'I'll. '1- ~~¢ 

rJt ~){ft ~'l~~Y.<1~1 

(f) No remark soliciting the donation of funds for the support 

of any person or organization shall be in order upon the floor of 

the Senate, unless the remark has some relevance to a bill or 

resolution before the body. 

III. Motions 

RULE I 8. ~21i2!12 g.fill~_gJJ,y. --All motions shall be 

reduced to writing, if desired by the President or a Senator, 

delivered at the table, and read by the President or Reading 

Clerk before the same are debated; but any motion may be 

v ithdrawn by the introducer at any time before decision or 

~mendment. Except as otherwise specifically provided in these 

rules, no second is required. 

RULE f 9. ~otion2; Qrder Qf precedence.--When a question 

is before the Senate no motion shall be received except those 

herein specified, which motions shall have precedence as follows: 
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(I ) To adjou r n . 

( 2 ) To lay on t h e t able. 

( 3) For t h e previ ous question. 

(4 } To postpone i ndefinitely. 

(5) To postpone to a certain day. 

(6) To commit to a standing committee. 

(7) To commit to a select committee. 

(8) To amend. 

(9) To substitute. 

RULE 20. ]1otio!L§ !:.2 ~djo~ ~.DQ to !~.I fil! th~ table.-

The motions to adjourn and to lay on the table shall be (~anded 

and] decided wi thout debate, and the motion to adjourn shall 

always be in order when made by a Senator entitled to the floor. 

RULE 2 J. 

£2!!!11---The respective motions to postpone to a certain day, or 

to commit to a standing or select committee, shall preclude 

debate on the main question. 

RULE 22. Act:i.m! vh~n pr evig1!§ questign ~ndiug.--When a 

motion for the previous question is made and is pending, debate 

shall cease. After a motion for the previous question is made, 

pending a second thereto, any member may give notice that he 

desires to offer an amendment t o the bill or oth~r matter under 

consideration; and after the previous question is seconded such 

member s ha ll be entitled to offer his amendment in pursuance of 

such notice. 

RULE 23. 

gnesti<;>n shall be as follows: "Shall the main question be DOV 

put?" and until it is decided shall preclude all amendments and 

debate. If this question is decided in the affirmative, the 

"main question" shall be on the passage of the bill, resolution, 
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or other matter under consideration; but when amendments are 

pending, -the question 

their inverse order, 

shall be taken upon such amendments in 

without further debate or amendment: 

Provided, that no one shall move the previous question except the 

chairman of the committee submitting the report on the bill or 

other matter under consideration, and the member introducing the 

bill or other matter under consideration or the member in charge 

of the measure, who shall be designated by the chairman of the 

committee reporting the same to the Senate at the time the bill 

or other matter under consideration is reported to the Senate or 

taken up for consideration. 

RULE 24. ftotiQn to teconsidef.--Vhen a question has 

been once put and decided, any Senator who voted in the majority 

may move to reconsideration thereof; but no motion for the 

reconsideration of any vote shall be in order after the bill, 

resolution, message, report, amendment, or motion upon which the 

vote vas t~ken has gone out of the possession of the Senate; nor 

shall any motion for reconsideration be in order unless made on 

the same day or in the next following legislative day on which 

the vote proposed to be reconsidered took place, unless the 

motion is made by the Committee on Rules and Operation of the 

Senate for verbal or grammatical errors in the bills, when the 

motion may be made at any time: Provided, that when the next 

legislative day has by motion of the Senate, been restricted as 

to matters which may be considered, a motion to reconsider shall 

be in order on the next succeeding day upon which regular 

business is conducted. No question shall be reconsidered more 

than once. 

IV. Voting 

ROLE 2 5. Us~ .Qi electro!li£ ~ting §.I~!~!!·-- (a) Votes 
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on the following questions shall be taken on the electronic 

voti ng system, and the ayes and noes shall be recorded on the 

J o ur na l: 

(I) All questions on which the Constitution of North 

Carolina requires that the ayes and noes be taken 

and reco~ded on the Journal. 

(2) All questions on which a call for the ayes and noes 

under Rule 26(b) has been sustained. 

(3) Both second and third readings of bills proposing 

amendment of the Constitution of North Carolina. 

(b) Votes on the following questions shall be taken on the 

electronic voting system, and a copy of the machine print-out of 

the votes shall be filed in the Legislative Library where it 

s hall be open to public inspection: 

(I) Second reading of all public bills, all amendments 

to public bills offered after second reading, third 

reading if a public bill was amended after second 

reading, and all conference re ports on public 

bills. 

(2) Any other question upon direction of the Chair or 

upon motion of any Senator supported by one-fifth 

of the Senators present. 

(c) When the electronic voting system is used, the Chair shall 

fi x and announce the time, not to exceed one minute, which shall 

be al lowed for voting on the question before the Senate. The 

system shall be set to lock automatically and to record the vote 

when that time has expired. Once the system has locked and 

r ecorded a vote, the vote sh all be printed by the system. 

(d) The voting station at each Senator's desk in the Chamber 

shall be used only by the Senator to which the station is 
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assigned. Under no circumstances shall any other person vote at 

a Senator's station. It is a breach of the ethical obligation of 

a Senator either to request that another vote at the requesting 

Senator's station, or to vote at another Senator's station. The 

Chair shall enforce this rule without exception. 

(e) When the electronic voting system is used, the Chair shall 

state the question and shall then state substantially the 

following: "All in favor vote •aye•; all opposed vote •no•; 

Clerk 

seconds will be allowed for voting on this question; the 

will unlock the machine." After the machine locks and 

records the vote, the Chair shall announce the vote and declare 

the result. 

(f) One copy of the machine print-out of the vote record shall 

be filed in the office of the Principal Clerk, and one copy shall 

be filed in the Legislative Library where it shall be open to 

public inspection • 

(g) When the Chair ascertains that the electronic voting 

system is inoperative before a vote is taken or while a vote is 

being taken on the electronic system, he shall announce that fact 

to the Senate and any partial electronic system voting record 

shall be voided. In such a case, if the Constitution of North 

Carolina or the Rules of the Senate require a call of the ayes 

and noes, the Clerk shall call the roll of the Senate, and the 

ayes and noes shall be taken manually and shall be recorded on 

the Journal. All other votes shall be taken by voice vote as 

pres er ibed in Senate Ru le 26 (a). If, after a vote is taken on 

the electronic system, it is discovered that a malfunction caused 

an error in the electronic system print-out, the Chair shall 

direct the Reading Clerk and the Principal Clerk to verify and 

correct the print-out record and so advise the Senate. 
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(h) For 

is taken on 

the purpose of identifying motions on which the vote 

the electronic system (the identification codes 

having no rela t ion to the order of precedence of motions), the 

motions are code d as follows: 

1. To l ay on the table. 

2. For the previous question. 

3. To postpone indefinitely. 

4. To postpone to a day certain. 

5. To refer to a committee. 

6. To reconsider. 

7. To adopt. 

8. To concur. 

9. To take from the table. 

JO. Miscellaneous. 

RULE 26. 

When the electronic voting system is not used, all votes on which 

a call of the roll of the Senate is not required shall be taken 

by voice vote. The question shall be put as follows: "Those in 

favor say •aye'," and, after the affirmative vote is expressed, 

"Opposed •no'"; after vhic.h t .he Chair shall announce the result. 

If a division on any vote is desired, it must be called for 

immediately before the result of the voting is announced on any 

question, and upon such call, the Chair shall require the members 

to stand ~nd be counted for and against the proposition under 

consideration. 

(b) The ayes and the noes may be called for on any question 

before the vote is taken. If a Senator desires the ayes and noes 

recorded on the Journal on a question, he shall address the Chair 

and obtain recognition and say "Upon that questi6n I call for the 

ayes and noes." Whereupon the ~hair shall say, "Is the call 
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sustai ned?" I f one-fifth of t he Senators present then stand, the 

vote s hall be taken on the electronic voting system if it is 

oper a tive, and the ayes and noes shall be recorded on the 

Jou rnal. If the electronic voting system is inopetative, the 

r oll o f the Senate shall be called and the ayes and noes taken 

manaally and recorded on the Journal. If fever than one-fifth of 

the Sena tors p r esent stand to sustain the call, the Chair shall 

anno un ce "An insufficient number up" and a vote .by electronic 

votin g or by voice, whichever is appropriate under the Rules of 

the Se nate, shall be taken. 

RULE 27. Paiq~.--If a Senator is paired with another 

Senato r on a question, the Senator shall announce the pair as 

foll ows: "Mr. President, I desire to announce a pair. If 

Sena t o r ·---- we re present, he would vote . ---· I would vote 

(the opposite)." The Senator shall send forward at that 

time a written statement of the pair on a form provided by the 

Princ ipal Clerk and neither me mber of the pair shall vote on the 

ques ti on. A pair shall be announced before the vote is taken 

yi v~ J!~, or i f the elP-ctronic voting system is used, before the 

m~chine is unlocked. The Clerk shall record the pair on the 

Journal when the Constitution or Rules of the Senate require a 

call of t he rol l and shall record on the electronic system print-

out all pairs a nnounced. 

RULE 2 8. Dividing guestiol!.--If any question contains 

several distinct propositions, it shall be divided by t he 

President , at the request of any Sena tor, provided each 

subd ivi sion, if left to itself, for11S a substantive proposition. 

RULE 29. 

who is within the bar of the Senate when the question is stated 

by the Chair shall vote thereon unless he is excused by the 
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Senate [I!Y£.2J!~nt 12 J!ule 27 Q.£ Rul~ 29.:.l.) The bar of the Senate 

shall include the entire Senate Chamber. 

[~~y 1~1 1¢•t~~1 ~~t t¢t'J¢~t ~~ ~¢ ¢~¢~--~ tt~• 1~tJ~gJ ~J1M~~ • 

Jii¢~J~t¢~1 ~¢t~t¢ ¢t ttt¢t t~¢ 1-t¢ ~~- ~¢~- t~ll~~ t~t Al.tl 

~-t¢t¢ 1 1K11 f~¢¢ 1~1¢ 1¢-~~1 ~~~ ~¢¢~ ~---~-¢¢~ ~t ~~t~t~ t~~ 

¢J¢¢tt~•~t 1~tK•t ~t~t¢• ~-- ~¢¢- ~-~¢tX¢~1 1~¢ $¢-it¢t •tt ~i~~ 

1 ~tJ¢t ~ttt¢~¢-1 ¢1 ¥~¢ t¢~$~-$ 1¢t ~~Xt•~ ~~t~ t~~~-tl iA~ 

-~tJJ ~¢~~ 1¢t~tt~ 1¢ ~~¢ V1K-¢~p~i ~~¢tXI ¢~ ~ J¢t• ~t~~l~~~ ~l 

~~¢ ~J¢~1 t ¢¢~¢K-¢ -t~t¢•¢•1 ~t ~~¢ t¢~$¢i t¢t t~~ t~~~-XI i~j 

r~¢ i1¢tX ~~t~J K-¢J~~¢ t~K~ ~1~~¢-~•t t• t~¢ l~-t~~ll t~~ 

(-¢~tx~~ ¢• tt~~t~~t ¢f t~¢ t¢g~¢~t -~~JJ ~¢ ~~x~~ •tt~~~i 

~~tt¢1] 

[ fu!lst 29 ·l· Excu~H~ f rom delj,berat.i.2.!l§ ~!!.Q voting .2.!l ~ 

bill.--(~) !~ Senat.Q£ ..!!!ll reguest !2 .!?~ ~.!_fY§ed !!.2.1!! the 

~elibe.£tli2!!§ ~nd voting_ .Q!l .g pa r!i£J!la!: !)!.!.!, J2JU 19 do §2 must 

~ that !:~g.!!~.2! after the ~ond ~din_g .Q! the !!ill ~nd ~lli!:g 

~ll BtQtiQ!! Q.£ .YQ!g .Q!! th~ bill Q£ _g]lY !!.J!end~!!! ther.tl.Q.] 

{]2) The Se~!,.Q!: .shal l !!!~~ ~ .!?;:.!ef §_!:at~J!fil!! .Qi !!~ ll~!? 

for ~king that .r~gue2!· Th~ ~™tor shg.!.! §~nd .f.Q!:!~rd !.Q the 

PrinciEa 1 £1~!· .Q!! ~ fo !:!!. E£OViged _£y !.h~ Cl~.r!, ~ £QllCi~ 

lltl.~.ment Qf the £~Q!l fo.r the ~g~~st, ~.!!.Q the £.!fil:~ sha.!! 

include t~.i§ sta te ment in !he Jou!n~l· Th~ que2!i.QE 2_!! qraP,~\ng 

of the !:~~§! sh~ll be taken llithout deBat~. 

(£) Th~ ~.!!~!2!: .§.2 excused .2.hE!1 .!!2! deJ?!!te !.!!~ !!il! Q!: ~I 

amendment 12 the ~.ill, .YQ!~ 2!! th€ .Q.ill, of_!~ Q!: ,!Ote Q.!! ~I 

_!!endment 12 th~ Qill, Q!: Qffe.r .Q£ yote .Q!! gJ!Y ~2!.i.Q!! concerning 

the !till ~1 !!rn.! ~diM, ~1 2!!E2~fil!fil!! £~.9.!11g, 2! gl!I 

§.!!J!§.~~tl consideration of !he !)il!. 

• 

(~) ! ~~M!:Q£ J!lll !:~~§! that _his ~.!£!!§~ !£.Q]! g~libegtio.!!§ • 

QA. ~ 2uti£J!!il Q.ill be vi!!!.Qll.!!l• Iha!, gyestio!! §!!~11 !!~ tak~ 
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!.i.l!!.Q!!! Q.eba!~· ] 

RULE 30. Explanation of !Q1~---Any Senator may explain 

his vote on any bill pending by obtaining permission of the 

President (~~t~t~][I!ft~] the vote is taken: Provided, that not 

more than three minutes shall be consumed in such explanation. 

[gylg J0.1. .Qy~ti2!!§ of £~rsonal ~rivilege. [.PQE 

£~~29~i!i2!! QY !he Pr~ident fo~ 1hat purpose, 

~~i!.! 12 ~ g1rn2!ion of .Personal Hi vi,!~~ 

Senator !~Y 

A !:i!!~ J!Q! 

~~~sl.i!!Sl .t.b.£~ !!!in.Y.tfil2· Pe&.2.QM! Ki vil~g m~y not be y~g_ 1.2 

~.!.Eli!il! ~ J:2!~ Q.£ .Q.ebat,~ a bill. Ihe President shall de~lli!!~ 

it. .t.h~ .srn~~!;i,,.Qn .t:~i§~g is gn~ .Q1 .E£i!ilege a!!g sh~ll, vi thQ.l!t !.h~ 

PQi!!! of Qig~£ ~~in~ ~is~g, enforc~ !hi§ IUlg. ] 

V. Cammi ttees 

RULE 31. 

President of the Senate, unless he 

himself from that office, shall 

of £2Yi1!~~---C @) ] The 

has by law disqualified 

have the exclusive right and 

authority to appoint all committees, regular or select, and to 

appoint Committee Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen, but he may delegate 

said authority in any instance, as he may choose. Upon the 

recommend:i ti on of the Committee on Rules and Operation of the 

Senate, the Senate may authorize[i QY J!gjori!Y .YQte of the 

Senators Q~~!l.1 a.!14 voting,] [~jfs}~tt~J(;t)][A ch~!!~ i!! the 11umber 

Q~] standing committees. 

[ (£) !hg ££~ident Qf the ~i!!~ shi!11 i!EE2i.!!! ~!1 standing 

£Q.!.!itte~2 at the beginning of the §~§§i9Q• 

(£) !fig!: 1!!.~ Presid~! of !!!~ Sen~ J!i!ke§ ,his initial 

~ointment§ !Q ~ §tandi!!!J Q.!: select .£2.!mi!!~~, !~ shall BQ! 

in££~g_~ th~ J!~bersh.!£ Ql that £2.!!!.!!!i t!~~, bu! ~y fil! All 

!~£~!t£ies !.hich_ .Q££YI .Q!l 1~ .£2.!mi t!:~~· ] 

RULE 32. Lifil Qf standj.J!g £21!.!!itt~~---The standing 
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committees shal l be: 

Agriculture 

Alcoholic Beverage Control 

Appropriations 

Appropriations Committee on Human Resources and Corrections 

Appropriations Committee on Education 

Appropriations Committee on General Government and 

Transportation 

Base Budget 

Banking 

Constitutional Amendments 

Courts and Jud i cial Districts 

Criminal Justice 

Economy 

Ed uca ti on 

Election Laws 

Finance 

Higher Education 

Human Resources 

Insurance 

Judiciary I 

Judiciary II 

Law Enforcement and Crime Control 

Local Governme nt and Regional Affairs 

Manufacturing, Labor and Commerce 

Natural and Economic Resources 

Public Utilities and Energy 

Rules and Op~ration of the Senate 

State Government 

Transportation 
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Unive rsity Board of Governors 

Ve terans and Military Affairs 

Ways and Means 

Wi ldlife 

RULE 33. !Qticg Qf 9l,!mitt~ meetings.--[ {g.)] Public 

not i ce of all committee meetings shall be given in the Senate. 

The r equired notice may be vaived as to any meeting by the 

att endance at that meeting of all of the members of the 

comm ittee , or by personal waiver. 

[ (,!!) Th~ £hai£.!~ of .thg £.Qmmi t!~ sh~.!.! noti.fy Q£ cause to be 

!!.Q!..i f i ~_g !.h~ SEQ!!1iQ£ of ~ch bi ll whj,ch i~ §et .IQ.I hearing QI 

£~id~~ti2n befg~ thg commi tte~ ~§ lQ the da!~, !!.!~ ~~~ plac~ 

Q.£ th~!. .!El~ t iM· ] 

ROLE 34. MembershiE of Com..!!!it!~~; g!!.Q£.!!.!·-- Membership 

on sta nd ing committees sha 11 consist of not more than 22 or l ess 

than 8 Senators. including the Chairman and Vice-Chairman who 

sha ll be designated by the President; provided, the committee 

me mbership on the Appropriations Committee, Finance Committee. 

and Wa y s and ~eans Committee shall not be limited a s to 

membe rship but shall be left t o the discretion of the President. 

No Se n ator sha ll hold membership on more than 12 standing 

commi ttees unless the Rules and Operation of the Senate Committee 

provides otherwise. A quorum of any committee shall consist of 

[ ~ -~~~tltt ~t t~¢ ¢~~~t1¢¢/](~!!D~£ !h~ £hai£!~~ ~nd fi~ 

~~mb~§ QI ~ J!aj.Q.£!.ll of th~ commit!~~. !hisheyg~ !§ fe!fil:.] 

RULE 35. _Roll ~11 .YQte in Com]!it!~~---A roll call vote 

may be t aken in any committee upon a call for the ayes and noes 

sust ained by one-third of the members present. 

RULE 36. Co~mi!tee _!!eetings.--No committee or 

subcommi ttee shall hold a secret meeting, and all meetings of 
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committees and subcom mittee s shall be open to the public: 

Provided, that any committee or subcommittee has the inherent 

right to hold a n execut ive session when it determines that it i s 

absolutely necessary to have such a session in order to prevent 

personal embarrassment, or when it is in the best interest of the 

State; and in no event shall final action be taken by any 

committee or subcommittee except in open session. 

ROLE 37. (Reserved for i nterim operations rule) 

VI. Handling Bills 

RULE 38. Const.£Y_cti.Q.!l gf f~l~§.--All provisions of 

these rules applying to bills shall apply also to resolutions, 

memorials and petitions. 

RULE 39. Unless 

variation is authorized by the Committee on Rules and Operation 

of the Senate, bills submitted for introduction shall be in a 

computer-typed form prepared by the Legislative Services Office. 

When a bill which is introduced is not in the prescribed form, 

the Principal Clerk shall cause the bill to be retyped in the 

pres er ibed form, and the retyped copy s .hall become the official 

copy of the bill for all purposes. The original bill shall then 

be returned to the introducer of the bill and shall not become a 

part of the records or documents of the Senate. 

(b) Whenever a bill is i n troduced, 20 copies shall be 

submitted to the Principal Clerk. Any bill submitted without the 

required number of copies shall be immediately returned to the 

introducer. 

RULE 40. Int.rg_~.Y.£1io~ 2i bill2.--(a) Every bill filed 

for introduction shall contain on the outside cover the title of 

the document and the name of thE Senator or Senators presenting 

it. Bills shall be delivered by the primary sponsor of the 
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document or with the prescribed authorization fora signed by the 

primary sponsor to the office of the Senate Principal Clerk who 

shall receive them during regular session according to the 

following schedule: 

Monday until 8:30 o'clock P.M.; 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday until 

4:00 o'clock P.M.; 

Friday until 3:00 o'clock P.M. 

&11 bills shall be numbered by the Office of the Principal Clerk 

when filed and shall be considered introduced when presented to 

the Senate on the next following legislative day for the first 

reading and reference to committee. 

(b) Piling of bills during the interim shall be under the 

direction of the Rules and Operation of the Senate Committee as 

approved by the Senate. 

RULE 4t. Deadline Q!! intrQductiQ~ of ~rtain bill~--

All bills prepared to be introduced by departments, agencies or 

institutions of the State must be introduced in the Senate not 

later than April of the session. All local bills must be 

introduced not later than April of the session. All 

resolutions, 

persons, must 

session. 

RtJLE 

Commi,!J:g~ !!.!l~ 

£~!!!.11.QMhiE 

!!a!!~~§.--The 

responsibility 

except 

be 

those honoring the 

introduced not later 

memory 

than 

of 

April 

deceased 

I of the 

41. I· R el2_tion§hip bet~fil! WaY§ ~.g, Mean§ 

Q!h!rr £Qmmi1tees g,~al!!lSJ. with ~tl !!,atte£2: 

!2,gtv~!m. th~filt other £.QJ!!!!itt~ deali!lSL with ~1 

Committee on Ways and Means shall have 

for final consideration of bills dealing vith 

money matters before the bills are considered on the floor of the 

Senate. All bills referred by the President to the Committee on 

62 
Senate Resolution 169 



Appropriations, the Committee on Finance, and the Committee on 

Economy shall be referred by the chairman of the respective 

committee to the committee on Ways and Means for consideration 

before the bills go to the floor of the Senate, except that bills 

referred to the Appropriations or Finance Committees may be 

reported directly back to the floor with the agreement of the 

~hairmen of the Ways and Means, Appropriations, and Finance 

committees. Bills referred to the Committee on Appropriations by 

the President may be referred by the Chairman of the Committee on 

Appropriations to the Appropriations Committee on Human Resources 

and Corrections, the Appropriations Committee on Educaticin, the 

Appropriations Committee on General Government and 

Transportation, or the Committee on Base Budget for a report back 

to the Committee on Appropriations. 

RULE 42. Refe£~~ of 

bi!!§.--All bills introduced in 

rn.2~tlatiO.!!§ ~nd fi~,!!£~ 

the Senate providing for 

appropriations from the State, or any subdivision thereof, shall, 

before being considered by the Senate, be referred to the 

Commit tee on Appropriations, and bills referred to other 

committees carrying any such provisions shall be reported to the 

Senate as being bills to be referred to the Appropriations 

Committee before proper action may be taken by the Senate. All 

bills introduced in the Senate providing for bond issues, levying 

taxes, or in any manner affecting the taxing power of the State 

or any subdivision thereof, shall, before being considered by the 

Senate, be referred to the Committee on Finance, and bills 

referred to other committees carrying any such provisions shall 

be reported to the Senate as being bills to be referred to the 

Finance Committee before proper action may be taken by the 

Senate. 
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RULE 43. £:irst ~eadi.ag; ~!~.£~!1~~ !.Q Couitt~~.--llll 

bills filed, upon presentation to the Senate, shall be read in 

regular order of business by their number and title which shall 

constitute the first reading of the bill and unless otherwise 

disposed of, the President or presiding officer shall announce 

the referral of the document. The title and referral shall be 

entered on the Journal. 

RULE 44. Bill2 to r~i~ thre~ readings.--Every bill 

shall receive three readings previous to being passed, and the 

President shall give notice at each whether it be the first, 

second, or third. After the first reading, unless a motion is 

made by some Senator, the President shall refer the bill to an 

appropriate committee. No bill shall be amended upon the floor 

of the Senate until it has been twice read. Senate simple 

resolutions shall not require three readings. 

VVtl¢ ~~~J ll~~t t~¢~~~¢~t~ t~ J1Jt~J.~ ~¢~tt~s ~¢t~1ft~~ 

-~t~~/77~ lJ.~Pt ti~1'~-¢~t t~ t ~j).) ~t t¢~Pl~tt-- t~ ~~¥¢~ t• 

~¢~~~ttt) ip~¢ ~t~ ttttt~¢p ~t K.~¢ tt•¢ -t ¢~••tt~¢¢ 

¢-st~tl-¢t~tJ.~f! ~t K.~¢ Y,J.).l ~t t~~~).~1-J.1'1' ~'1.~1.J. -~,_ )1¢ t~ ~~'-¢11 tt 

t~¢ ~-~~,_·¢-~ ttt~t,_~ t~¢ ¢~~t~ t~ ~t i~¢ t¢1¢~~¢~ ~t t 

t¢1tt¢•¢~t $!~t¢~1 ~~)¢$~ ~¢ ~~~~l.&¢~t ¥$ 1¢¢~-~t~t¢J •t ~

~¢1~~tj1) -~1¢1 't¢,tt¢~ ~t t)¢ 1J$¢-) ~¢$¢tt¢~ ~t1t~t~•I 1~ 1~ 

1~¢ ttt~tttii ¢~t¢tt -t t~~ ~~~~~-¢~~/ P$¢-~t¢ ~¢$~~-t~~~ jj1/ 

t~~~,¢~ ~- 1~~¢ 111 l'JJAA 

RULE 45. Report2 £~ Committees.--Every Senator 

presenting a report of a committee shall endorse the report with 

the name of the committee and, in case of a minority report, with 

the names of the members making the report. The report of the 

committee shall shov that a majority of the committee vere 

present and voted. Every report of the committee upon a bill or 
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resolution shall stand upon the general orders with the bill or 

resolution. 

RULE 46. Unfay~ble ~£Ort ~y Committ!!·--(a) Al l 

bills reported unfavorably by the committee to which they were 

t~ferred, and having no minority report, shall lie upon the 

table, but may be taken from the table, and placed upon the 

calendar by a two-t hirds vote of those present and voting. 

(b) When a bill is reported b y a committee vith an unfavorable 

report, but acco mpanied by a minority report, signed by at least 

three members of the committee who were present and who voted on 

the bill when the bill was considered in committee, then the 

minority report shall be placed on the calendar and considered 

the following day, and the guesticn before the Senate shall be 

"The adoption of the Mi nority Report". If the minority report is 

adopted by a majority vote, the bill shall be placed upon the 

calendar; if the minority report is not adopted, the bill shall 

lie upon the table. 

RULE 47. Recall of bill frQ~ £QJ!!mitt~g.--When a bill 

has been introduced and referred to a committee, if after IO days 

the committee has failed to report thereon, then the author of 

the bill may, after three days• public notice given in the Senate 

[a!tg_ delj,Yfil::ed in writing !Q the £.!!ai.£.m~ Ei !h~ £2lllli!!~], on 

motion supported by a vote of two-thirds of the Senators present 

and voting, recall the bill f r om the committee to the floor of 

the Senate for consideration and such action thereon as a 

aajority of the senators present may direct. [This!~ shall 

g,Ql be te!RS!faril:Y m!.§Eended withou,! Q~~ da~~§ ~ot!£~ Q.ll the 

!21!~ .ll!!t!! i!! !h.~ ~~~!~ 2.n.Q deli~!:~_g i!! .!!!:.itiM !Q !.h~ 

£hai£.J!~ of .the £2.J!!mij;tee @Q to §Ust2i!l th2! .m2.tio_n _two-thif12 

of the Sen~.tQ.r2 £resent and voting §hall be ~yireg~] 
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RULE 48. Calendg~; order !2 be foll.Q!~~.--The President 

and the Principal Clerk of the Senate shall see that all bills 

are acted upon by the Senate in the order in which they stand 

upon the calendar, unless otherwise ordered as hereinafter 

provided. The published calendar sha 11 include all bills 

reported favorably from committees, or reported with a minority 

report attached, or placed on the calendar on motion: R£2.!ided, 

that the published local calendar may carry the number of each 

bill, the county or countieE referred to, and an abbreviated 

sta teaent of the title of the bill. 

RULE 49. 

Except as provided in Rule 50, any bill or other matter may be 

taken up out of order upon order cf the President or upon motion 

sustained by a majority of the membership present and voting. 

RULE 50. 

third reading shall be acted upon out of the regular order in 

which it stands on the calendar, and no bill shall be acted upon 

on its third reading the same day on which it passed its second 

reading, unless so ordered by two-thirds of the Senatoi:-s present. 

RULE 51. 2Eecial ord~.--Any bill or other matter may 

be made a special order for a particular day or hour by a vote of 

the majority of the Senators voting, and if action on the bill is 

not completed on that day, it shall be returned to its place on 

the calendar, unless it is made a special order for another day; 

and when a special order is under consideration it shall take 

precedence over any special order or subsequent order for the 

day, but such subsequent order maJ be taken up immediately after 

the previous special order has been disposEd of. 

RlJLE 52 • 

!!.2!. E.t~t.--If, on taking the question on a bill, it appears 
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that a =onstitutional quorum is not present, or if the bill 

requires a vote of d certain proporti6n of all the Senators to 

pass it, and it appears that such number is not present, the hi ll • 

shall be a ga i n read and the question taken thereon; if the bill 

fails a second time for the want of the necessary number being 

present and voting, the bill shall not be finally lost, but shall 

be returned to the calendar in its proper order. 

[~W~J $~1 Jtl~¢t ~t ~¢1.¢tt¢~ ~t)Jlttl~ ~tt¢t t ~t)J 

~t~ ~¢¢i Kt~i¢~ ~t ~~$ tl)¢i t~ ,_$$ ~- t~8 ~t tt~ t-t~t-t-1 t~¢ 

¢~•t¢it- ~t $it~ ~J.J.) ~t tl¢ 't~~¢i~~) 't~1t~tP~~ -t t~$ --~A¢¢t 

tttt¢t $~tii -~t ~~ ~-~~~i¢i i~ t-8 ~t~¢t •¢t~~t¢1 11~• t~¢ 

1-t•t ~t ~~~¢t ~~i-~ t-l$~ft ~~~ $~$ttt-¢~ ~t t~¢ ~~tttJ --¢~ 

t-t~~t¢ ~M~)) ~~ )~i~ ~~P~ t~¢ t~~)¢1 t~~ ~~tJl •-t ~- i~~¢

~~¢t¢tt~i ¢~¢¢1~ ~t ~ 1~t¢ ¢t t~/6tt~,tl$ ¢1 t~¢ t-t1ttt¢i 

t¢t~¢t$~t~ ~t K~¢ $¢~~t~t Pt~1t~~~J -~ )~~J ~lll $~tJ, ~- ~¢l~ 

~1 t~¢ ~~tlt t$ ¢i~Pft1t/14 tM¢ 't~~l$l~-$J ~t ~¢K~t l~¢itt¢t) 1Kt~ 

ivt $t•t¢•t~¢ -¢t$~t¢ ~~¢~ ~t~ ~¢¢- ~~j~ ~IP• t~• ''~'~ ~t 

ltt,¢~ t~ ,t~$ ~-t ~t tt$ t~t~jf!A~I 

~~y ,~¢i t ~J)l ~~ ~¢¢~ PP~tG~~~' i-i¢ti~it¢1t ~t ~~- 1¢it1¢1 

~~¢ ~i)~ ~~t)l ll¢ ~P~~ f.~¢ tt~)¢J t~~ ~~t)1 -~t ~¢ ~~X¢• 

~-~¢tt~• ¢~¢¢11- ~t t ~~,¢ Pt t~Ptt~itl$ ~t t~¢ 1¢~t1~t-

1t¢-¢1'tl ] 

RULE 54. !~ki.ru;J bill from table.--No bil l which has 

been laid upon the table shall be taken therefrom except by a 

vote of two-thirds of the Senators present. 

RULE 55e ~!~Qing titl~§ of bil1§·--When a bill is 

materially modified or the scope of its application extended or 

decreased, or if the county, or counties, to which it applies is 

• 

changed , the title of the bill shall be changed by the Senator • 

introducing the bill or by the committee having it in charge, or 
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by the Principal Clerk, so as to indicate the full purport of the 

bill as amended and the county or counties to vhich it applies. 

ROLE 56. Correctifill§ g! !rngra.EhifgJ. ~or.§. in 

bill.§.·--The Enrolling Clerk is authorized to make corrections of 

typographical errors in the text of bills at any time prior to 

ratification. Before the correction is made, the Enrolling Clerk 

shall have the approval of the Chairman of the Committee on Rules 

and Operation of the Senate. 

RULE 57. Conferg~~ Committees.--Whenever the Senate 

declines or refuses to concur in amendments put by the House to a 

bill originating in the Senate, or refuses to adopt a substitute 

adopted by the House for a bill originating in the Senate, a 

conference committee shall be appointed upon motion and the bill 

under consideration shall thereupon go to and be considered by 

the joint conferees on the part of the Senate and House. In 

considerinJ matters in difference between the Senate and House 

committed to the conferees , only such matters as are in 

difference between the two houses shall be considered by the 

conferees, and the conference report shall deal only with such 

matters. The conference report shall not be amended. Except as 

herein set out, the rules of the United States House of 

Representatives shall govern the appointment, conduct, and 

reports of the conferees. 

RULE 57.1. Senat~ concurrence in Ho~ gmendJ!~ !.g 

~~!~lg ~i!!§[. ](¢~ $¢.11¢ ~,~11j~- ~, ~¢~$¢ ~---~,1¢¢ 1-~~~~-1¢~ 

,¢1 1~•'/Lt.¢ Jj._J,.J.$. ]--The Senate shall not concur in a House 

amendment to a bill originating in the Senate [J 1~~ 1~¢ 1¢•~1¢ 

~~iJ ft~t ~~¢1t 

~t~tt•~,j~4 ~- t~¢ 

following the day 
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RULE 58. Certific~1ion of Eassage of bill§.--The 

Principal Clerk shall certify the passage of bills by the Senate, 

with the da te thereof, together wit h the fact whether passed by 

vote of three-fifths or tv o- thirds of the Senate, whenever such 

vote may be required by the Con sti tution or laws of the State. 

RULE 5 9. !ransmittal of bills to Hous~.--No bill shall 

be sent from the Senate on the day of its passage except on the 

last day of the session, unless otherwise orde red by a vote of 

two-thirds of the Senators present. 

VII . Legislative Officers and Employees 

RULE 60. Pa~_§.--The President o.f the Senate shall 

appoint pages. The Presi dent, or such person as he may 

designate, shall supervise the pages and assign to them their 

duties. Eac h page shall be at least t 4 years of age. 

RlJL E 61. There shall be 14 

positions of Assistant Sergeants-at-Arms to be appointed by the 

Sergeant-~t-Arms vho are to work under his supervision and to be 

assigned such duties and powers as he shall direct. 

(b) Th e Sergeant-at-Arms shall be responsible fo r the safety 

of the members and employee s of the Senate while in the Senate 

Chamber, or any place in which the Senate or its committees are 

in session . 

(c) The Sergeant-at-Arms shall serve all warrants and 

subpoenas issued by orders of the Senate and signed by the 

President of the Senate, and said warrants and subpoenas shall be 

returnable t o the Principa l Clerk of the Senate. 

RULE 6.2. R!:i.!!£ipal Cler~§. staff. --The Principal Clerk 

of the Senate shall employ all necessary employees and clerks 

required to ca rry out the duties of his office. The Principal 
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Clerk shall have supervision and control, and shall assign such 

duties and powers as he shall direct to his employees and clerks. 

RULE 63 • Committee Cler!~---(a) The President of the 

Senate shall appoint clerks to such committees as he may deem 

necessary and appropriate. 

(b) All Committee Clerks, when not in attendance upon the 

direct duties connected with their committee shall report to the 

Supervisor of Committee Clerks for such duties as may be assigned 

to them upon approval by Committee Chairmen. 

RUL .E 64. Senate Journ_2}.--The Principal Clerk shall 

prepare and be responsible for the Journal. The Committee on 

Rules and Operation of the Senate shall examine the Journal to 

determine if the proceedings of the previous day have been 

correctly recorded. 

RULE 65. {Reserved for future addition to rules) 

VIII. General Rules 

BULE 66. ~~sident to ~ign ~~.--All acts, addresses 

and resolutions, and all warrants and subpoenas issued by order 

of the Sen~te shall be signed by the President. 

RULE 67. 

person except members of the Senate, members of the House of 

Representatives, staff of the General Assembly; Judges of the 

Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, and Superior Courts; the 

Governor and members of the Council of State; former members of 

the General Assembly; and persons particularly invited and 

extended the privileges of the floor by the President shall be 

admitted to the floor of the Senate during its session. No 

registered lobbyist shall be admitted to the floor of the Senate 

or Senate Chamber while the Senate is in session • 

RULE 68. group or 
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individual other than members of the Senate who desires to make 

remarks upon the floor of the Senate vill first obtain approval 

of the Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate. 

BOLE 6 9 . ]~.!§ !~di!.--The President is authorized to 

assign area and equipment on the floor of the Senate for the use 

3f the representatives of nevs media; and the President shall 

provide regulations for the operation of the representatives of 

the nevs media on t he floor of the Senate. 

RULE 70. ! bsence vithou1 !~~---No Senator or officer 

of the Senate shall depart the service of the Senate without 

leave, or recei ve pay as a Senator or officer for the time he is 

absent v ithout leave. 

RULE 7 t. Pl~i~ material ~~ ~~to~ desks.--Any 

person other tha n a member of the Senate desiring to place 

articles of any kind on or about desks in the Senate Chamber or 

in the offices of the members of the Senate shall make written 

application to, and obtain written approval from, the Principal 

Clerk of the Senate. 

RULE 7 2. Assi.g~~nt of Qffif~§.--The Chairman of the 

Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate, subject to the 

approval of the Committee, is authorized to make assignments of 

committee rooms and offices to de signated commi ttees, chairmen, 

and members of t he Senate. The office adjacent to any committee 

room assigned to a principal committee by the Chairman of the 

Committee on Rules and Operat i on of the Senate, subject to the 

approval of t .he Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate, 

shall be automatically a ssi gned to the chairman of the principal 

co111mittee. In makin g such as signments of individual offices, the 

said Rules Committee Chai r man shall give preferential 

consideration to the respective members according to the length 

71 

Senate Resolution 169 

• 

• 

• 



• 
r 

• 

• 

of service which each member bas rendered in the General 

Assembly. 

RULE 73. ,Ag.mini§trati~ i:ul~ and regulations involving 

~~.!!! te ~!!.I?loyee2.--All administrative rules, regulations and 

brders involving all individuals employed to perform duties for 

the Sena te, other than those appointed by the Principal Clerk and 

the Sergeant-at-Arms, shall be first approved by the Committee on 

Rules and Operation of the Senate. 

RULE 74. No.ti£~ of P!!h!!.£ _!!eari!!.9§·--Notice shall be 

given not l ess than fi ve calendar days prior to public hearings. 

Such notices shall be issued as in.for mation for the press and the 

information shall be posted in the places designated by the 

Principal Clerk . 

ROLE 75. Publi£ heg~!Eg§, fil!~~ 2! written 

~atement2. --Persons desiring to appear and be heard at a public 

heat: ing are encouraged to file ( ,!it.b _the £.haiJ;Jllgl! of th~ 

~mit!.g~] a brief or a written statement of the remarks to be 

made at least 24 hours before the time of the hearing. 

RO LE 76. Voti~ i n join! §~ssions.--When any Senate 

Committee sits jointly with the Bouse Committee, the Senate 

Committee reserves the right to vote separately from the House 

Co1111i t tee. 

RU LE 77. Alterations, §Jlspe.Jl21:.Q.!! .Q!: ~§£issio!_ .Qf 

rule2.--[~~ ~-l¢ ~t 1.~¢ ~¢~~t~ ~~~)) ~¢ -)1.¢~~~/ $~$1¢•j~j/ ~~ 

~¢~¢t-~~~ ¢t¢¢1~ -- ~ ~~~~~~~;~ 1~1¢ ~t ~~~ $~~-~~~ 

'ftr/~¢-f.,f ][ (~) !he2~ rules HI not be J?~£.!g!lfil!11I !:fill£.iJ!deQ 2£ 

~lt~f:~g ~.!~~il QY 2_~ate simtl~ ~!uti.Q!l ~§§ed .RI g tvo-!hirds 

!Q.~~ tl t.!!~ Senators 2resent gnd .!Q!.i!l3• .I.h~ i.!l!£2QY£~ of th~ 

~Q.lutio!l 

in!gnt !.Q 

.!!!§!, Qn _the flQQ!: .2! !he §~!!_gte, give B.Qtice .2! his 

intro~y.£g the ~olu!i.2n 2.!l !~~ !~i§Jgti~ day 
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preceding 11.§ introduction. 

Cl!) EX£~E1 ~ Qtherwis~ Ernided .h~.i.!!1 !he Se.!!!!~, upon two-

thir~ !ill Qf _the Se~_!§ present ~nd yoti!l.9, J!.ll tem22Iili.!Y • 

~9.~£fil!Q a!!:I gf 111~2~ DAle§. ] 

[$¢¢J i1 ~~t ~~~~JJ¢i1t~• ~- t~-~~ 1~t~-•--t $~iix~ 

ti¥-~ ~~t¥¥ V¢ -t~¢ ~1 1¢-t't¢ ~~~1¥¢ t~-J~1t~•ll 

Sec. ['l[iJ. This resolution shall become effective 

upon its ad option. 
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Appendix 

Resolutions-1977 

s. R. 879 RESOLUTION 78 
A JOINT RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A SPECIAL INTERIM JOINT 

COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE RULES OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 

Be it resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concurring: 

Section 1. There is established the Special Interim Joint Committee to 
study the Rules of the General Assembly of North Carolina. 

Sec. 2. The committee members shall be appointed as follows: three 
members of the House of Representatives by the Speaker of the House, and 
three members of the Senate by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate. 

Sec. 3. The committee shall study the current issues related to changing 
the rules of either House of the General Assembly, including the possibility of 
beginning a system with some Joint Rules; and the committee shall propose 
drafts of new rules if appropriate. 

Sec. 4. The committee shall function as a Joint Committee of the 
General Assembly and shall have authority under the appropriate provisions of 
Article 5 and Article 5A of G.S. Chapter 120. 

Sec. 5. The committee shall report to the 1979 General Assembly. 
Sec. 6. This resolution shall become effective on July 1, 1977. 
In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 1st day of 

July, 1977. 
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