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Prevent. Protect. Prepare. 

Pat McCrory, Governor Frank L. Perry, Secretary 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 
To:    Agriculture and Forestry Awareness Study Commission               

 
From:  Frank L. Perry, Secretary, NC DPS 
  Gregory K. Baker, Commissioner of Law Enforcement, NC DPS 
  William Grey, Commander, NC State Highway Patrol  

 
SUBJECT:      Report on Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance 
 
Date:   January 15, 2015 
 
 
Pursuant of Section 4 of Session Law 2014-103 please find the enclosed report from the 
Department of Public Safety on the State's participation in the Commercial Vehicle Safety 
Alliance North American Standard Inspection Program for roadside commercial vehicle safety 
inspections. This report includes (i) a history of when North Carolina joined the program; (ii) an 
explanation of how the program is currently being implemented; (iii) data on how many safety 
inspection decals are issued annually; and (iv) a geographic analysis of where safety inspection 
decals are issued within the State.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this information and for your support of the safety of 
North Carolina. If there are any questions regarding this report, please contact the NC DPS 
Governmental Affairs office at 919-733-2126.  
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(i) History of the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) 
 
The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) is an international not-for-profit organization 
comprised of local, state, provincial, territorial and federal motor carrier safety officials and 
industry representatives from the United States, Canada, and Mexico. CVSA’s mission is to 
promote commercial motor vehicle safety and security by providing leadership to enforcement, 
industry and policy makers. CVSA member jurisdictions are represented by various Departments 
of Transportation, Public Utility and Service Commissions, State Police, Highway Patrols and 
Ministries of Transport. In addition, CVSA has several hundred associate members who are 
committed to helping the Alliance achieve its goals; uniformity, compatibility and reciprocity of 
commercial vehicle inspections, and enforcement activities throughout North America by 
individuals dedicated to highway safety and security.  
 
CVSA began as an informal gathering of State Agencies that had the responsibility for 
conducting commercial vehicle enforcement functions. The first meetings of the founding 
agencies were held in 1980. These meetings highlighted areas of common need and discussed 
ways in which uniform standards, procedures and methods could be utilized to greatest 
effectiveness. Early on there was recognition that commercial vehicle highway safety was 
virtually the same in all the different states. At the same time, it was also recognized that the 
various states were in large part using common criteria for regulation and inspection functions 
but there was not a system giving reciprocal credit for each other's work. Thus, the states were 
involved in a redundancy of work effort — a redundancy that wasted government resources as 
well as causing equipment/personnel time and monetary loss for the motor carrier industry. 
 
A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was developed to establish uniformity and reciprocity 
of on-highway enforcement and improve the safe operation of commercial vehicles. The MOU 
was a working agreement which outlined the various minimum inspections and out of service 
criteria which parties to the agreement would follow. Most importantly, the MOU established 
that various state and provincial agencies would not only be uniform but would recognize each 
other’s work in the inspecting of commercial vehicles, their drivers and cargo.  
 
North Carolina first began participating in the CVSA in 1985.   
 
North Carolina established an agreement with CVSA in 1985 which allowed the state to be in 
uniformity and reciprocity of highway enforcement on commercial vehicles. The original MOU 
was signed by the Deputy Commissioner of the North Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles 
on May 14, 1985.  The North Carolina Department of Motor Vehicle Enforcement Section 
merged with the North Carolina State Highway Patrol in 2003 and the Highway Patrol assumed 
responsibility for the program at that time. 
 
A North American Standard Level I inspection may result in issuance of a CVSA decal. In order 
to qualify for a CVSA decal, a vehicle must not have any Critical Vehicle Inspection Item 
violations as indicated by the North American Standard Out-of-Service Criteria as follows: 
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CRITICAL VEHICLE INSPECTION ITEMS 
 

• Brake Systems 
• Cargo Securement 
• Coupling Devices 
• Driveline/Driveshaft 
• Exhaust Systems 
• Frames 
• Fuel Systems 
• Lighting Devices (Headlamps, Tail Lamps, Stop Lamps, Turn Signals and Lamps/Flags 

on Projecting Loads) 
• Steering Mechanisms 
• Suspensions 
• Tires 
• Van and Open-Top Trailer Bodies 
• Wheels, Rims and Hubs 
• Windshield Wipers 
• Emergency Exits and/or Electrical Cables and Systems in Engine and Battery 

Compartments (Buses) 
 
Inspections must be performed by and CVSA decals affixed by North American Standard Level I 
certified inspectors. The term "certified" as used in this section means the government employee 
performing inspections and/or affixing CVSA decals must have first successfully completed a 
training program approved by the Alliance. CVSA decals, when affixed, shall remain valid for a 
period not to exceed three consecutive months. In general, vehicles displaying a valid CVSA 
decal are not subject to re-inspection; however, if an obvious defect is noticed on a vehicle with a 
current CVSA decal, nothing prevents an inspector from re-inspecting that vehicle.  
 
 

(ii) How is the CVSA Program Currently Implemented in North Carolina? 
 
The CVSA program is currently implemented by the North Carolina Department of Public 
Safety’s State Highway Patrol’s Motor Carrier Enforcement Section.  The Highway Patrol’s 
Motor Carrier Enforcement Section’s North American Standard Level 1 “certified” members 
may stop, enter upon and perform safety inspections of motor carriers’ vehicles in operation to 
determine compliance with CVSA standards and may conduct any investigations and tests it 
finds necessary to promote the safety of equipment and the safe operation on the highway of 
these vehicles.   
 
Weight Enforcement checks on commercial vehicles are not part of the CVSA program.  
Commercial motor vehicles can be screened if the trooper suspects the vehicle is overweight.   
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(iii) Data on how many Safety Inspection decals are issued with the State 
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(iv) Geographical Analysis of where safety inspection decals are issued within the 
State 

 
(See attached NC Maps, divided by Individual County for the years of 2012, 2013 and 2014, 
indicating the number of CVSA decals issued as a result of a commercial motor vehicle Level 1 
inspection in each county with no violations) 
 
*Note* In order to receive a Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) Decal following a 
Level 1, North American Standard (Vehicle/Driver) inspection on a commercial motor vehicle, 
there may be no “critical inspection item violations” indicated on the inspection report completed 
by the certified NAS inspector.  If a Level 1 inspection is completed and there is a “critical 
inspection item violation” indicated, a CVSA Decal will not be issued.   
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