





























GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2013 A .

SESSION LAW 2014-21
HOUSE BILL 698

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE CRIMINAL HISTORY CHECKS FOR CURRENT
VOLUNTEERS OR PAID FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL AND EMERGENCY
MEDICAL SERVICES PERSONNEL AND TO ESTABLISH THE URBAN SEARCH
AND RESCUE PROGRAM AND THE URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM
ADVISORY COMMITTEE. o

The General Assembly of Ndrﬂ: Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1. G.S. 114-19.12 reads as rewritten: | -
"§ 114-19.12. Criminal history record checks of applicants to and current members of fire
departments and emergency medical services. o
(@  Definitions. — The following definitions apply in this section:

@ member. — A n who in a paid or volunteer position with

afire d or ' ical service. _
() . When requested by a designated local Homeland Security direetor-director. a local
i ief of & rated fire a county fire marshal, e~an emergency services
directer-ez~director, or when-if there is no designated local Homeland Security director, local
ﬁreeﬂe&chiefbfarﬂedﬁm@hﬂwmtyﬁﬂmmhﬂ,ormergmcymﬁc&sdimﬁm,
when requested by a local law enforcement Y, the North Carolinia Department of Justice

may provide to the requesting director, chief, marshal, director, or agency an applicant's or

t member's criminal history from the ‘State and National Repositories of Criminal
'Histories. The local Homeland Security director, local fire chief, marshal, director, or local iaw
enforcement agency shall provide to the North Carolina Department of Justice the fingerprints
of the applicant to be checked, any additional information required by the Department of
Justice, end a form signed by the applicant to be checked consenting to the check of the
cﬁminalrecordandtotheuseofﬁngezpﬁntsandotheridenﬁfsﬁnginformaﬁonreqlﬁredbythe
State or National Repositories. The fingerprints of the individual shall be forwarded to the State
Bureau of Investigation for a search of the State criminal history record file, and the State
‘Bureau of Investigation shall forward a set of fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation for a national criminal history record check. The local Homeland Security
director, local fire ¢ ef, (. n_ fi_ -emergency services director, or local law
enforcement agency shall keep all information pursuant to this section confidential. The
Department of Justice shall charge a reasonable fee for conducting the checks of the criminal -
history records authorized by this section. B

(d)’  If the applicant's or current member's verified criminal history record check reveals
one or more convictions covered under subdivision (a}(2) of this section, then the conviction
shall constitute just cause for not selecting the applicant for the position or for dismissing the
perser-current member from a current position with the local fire department or emergency
medical services. The conviction shall not automatically ﬂgmhibit volunteering or employment;
however, the following factors shall be considered by the local Homeland Security director,
local fire chief, county fire marshal, emergency services director, ar local law enforcement
agency :.'.;. B ___'A“__‘- ] - -

(3)  The age of the person at the time of the conviction:

il



4) The circumstances surrounding the commission of the crime, if known;
(5)  The nexus between the criminal conductofthepersonandtheduhes of the

person;
(6)  The prison, jail, probation, parole, rehabilitation, and employment records of
. the person since the date the crime was committed; and :
(7)  The subsequent comxmsmonby the person of a crime hsted in subsection (a)
of this section.

(¢)  The local fire department or emergency medical services may deny the applicant or
current member the position or dismiss an applicant or current member who refuses to consent
to a criminal history record check or use of fingerprints or other- identifying information
required by the Staic or National Repositories of Criminal Histories. This refusal constitutes
just cause for the denial of the position or the dismissal from the-g current position. '

_ (g) For purposes of this section, "local fire chief" shall include onlyfire-chiefs-whe-are
Mbyees-m-ﬂm—th_g_ chief of bona fide g ent rtified to

Commissioner of Insurance w
"county fire marshal” shall include onl ﬁremmhals who arepmdemploym ofacmmty' and
"emergency services duector" shall mclude oply emergency services directors who are paid
employe&i of a city or county."
SECTION 2.- The Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Justice and Public
‘Safety shall study the feasibility of having the Department of Insurance, under the direction of
the North Camhna Fire and Rescue Commission, to provide the request for the criminal check
and any required identifying information to the Department of Justice. The Committee ahall
report its ﬂnd.mgstotlmZOlS General Assembly upon its convening,
-SECTION 3. G.S. 166A-19.12 reads as rewritten:
"§ 166A-19.12. Powers of the Division of Emergency Management.
The Division of Emergency Management shall have the fo]lowmg powers and duties as

delegated by the Govemor and Secretary of Public Safety:

(21) _Maintenance of an effective statewide urban search and rescu program.”
SECTION 4. Chapter 166A of the General Stamteswamendedbyaddmgancw
Article to read:
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for recovert th cogts of an urban search rescue tegm or

ialty re teammlsmons ' . ‘
Criteria for bids for search and rescue and
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rescue team missions.
Dehneatlon thf m roles of the contract mnse m local wbhc safe_tx
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% Refresher ialist training for rs of contract response teams.
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SEC'I‘ION 5. Pnor to i lementauon of thc Urban Searoh and Rescue Program

established by Section 4 of this act, the Department of Public Safety shall study the cosis of
implementing the program, including the apportionment of costs between Staie and local
government entities. The Department shall report the results of its study to the Joint Legislative
Justice and Public Safety Oversight Committee and the Fiscal Research Division on or before

Ja.nuary 15,2015.
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SECTION 6. Section 1 of this act becomes effective Jannary 1, 2015, Section 4 of
this act becomes effective July 1, 2014. The remainder of this act is effective when it becomes

law. - :
2014 In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 19" day of June,
s/ Daniel J. Forest
President of the Senate
s/ Thom Tillis

Speaker of the House of Representatives

s/ Pat McCrory
Governor

Approved 12:10 p.m. this 25® day of June, 2014
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' Politice & Legisiation

IAFF LATIVE F Click Here for Kev Points
FUNDING FOR THE URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE SYSTEM

The IAFF supports increased funding for the Urban Search and Rescue Response System and urges Members of
Congress to provide additional funding for the program.

BACKGROUND

The Nationai Urban Search and Rescue (USBR) Response System was originally established by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency in 1989 to provide adequate search and rescue capacity in
the event of an earthquake. Since then, the US&R System has evolved into an invaluable federal,
state and local resource capable of responding to both natural and manmade disasters, including
earthquakes, tomadoes, hurricanes, hazardous materials spills, ads of terrorlsm and catastrophic
structure collapses. Most recently, teams were deployed in response to the Joplin tornado and the

Haitl earthquake,

Today, the USBR System comprises 28 nationat task forces consisting of highly trained, equipped and
exercised emergency response personnel, including many IAFF members.

In 2006, FEMA estimated the average cost to maintain a national US&R team at $1.7 miilion. Today,
in many jurisdictions the cost exceeds $2 million. Annual appropristions through the Department of
Homeland Security provide funding for training, exercises, communications and personal protective
equipment, and medicai monitoring for responder safety and health. Unfortunately, the federal
government has historically underfunded the program, leaving the local governments that sponsor -
the 28 task forces responsible for filling the gap. With many locaiities facing budget shortfalls,
sponsoring US&R teams has become a burden they are unable to afford. Congress provided $35.18
million for US&R in Fiscal Year 2014, but this amount only covers a portlon of the necessary costs.

CURRE_NT I.EGISLATION
U.5. House:

Snsor: Reprasentatrve John Carter (R-TX) ‘

Summary: H.R. 4903 provides funding for the Departrient of Homeland Security and its
: programs in Fiscal Year 2015. As approved, the bill provides $27.513 million for US&R.

U5, Senate:

Sponsor:  Senator Mary Landrleu o

Summaty: S. 2534 provides funding for the Department of Homeland Security and its '
programs in Fiscal Year 2015, As approved, the b!!l provides $35.18 miltion for US&R.

CONGRESS‘IONAL ACTION

On March 4, 2014, the Administration released its budget proposal for Fiscal Year 2015 The propasal indudes
$27.513 milllon for US&R.

On June 19, 2014, the House Committee on Appropriations approved H.R. 4903, the Department of Homeland
Security Apprpprlatlons Act, 2015, As approved, the Act includes $27.513 million fOr US&R.,

On June 26, 2014, the Senate Committee on Appropriations approved S. 2534, the Department of Homeland
Security Apprpprlations Act, 2015. As approved, the Act includes $35.18 million for US&R
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'FUNDING FOR THE URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE SYSTEM

+ The National Urban Search and Rescue (US8R) Response System provides a significant national resource for
search and rescue assistance in the wake of a major disaster or structural coliapse. A typical US&R task
force will conduct physical search and rescue -operations, provide emergéncy medical care to trapped
victims, assess ‘and control hazards such as ruptured gas and electric lines, and evaiuate and stabilize
damaged structures,

o Due to the critical, Iife-saving ﬁature of their mission, US&R task forees must be prepared to deploy within
six hours of notification, and must be self-sufficient for the first seventy-two hours.

" o USSR teams have been deployed in response to the Japanese and Halti earthquakes, Hurricane Katrina, the
9/11 attacks on the World Trade Center and Pentagon, the Oklahoma City bombing, the grain elevator
explosion in Wichita, Kansas, and many other foreign and domestic disasters. .

o Each of the twenty-elght US&R task forges consists of two teams of thirty-one ar more persons, induding
flre fighters, engineers, medical professionals, hazardous materials specialists and others with special
expertise. To ensure a full team can deploy to an emergency, a typical task force has rnore than 130
members.

» In addition to personnel, each task force includes four canines and a tomprehensive equipment cache to
support lts operations. A typical USSR cache indudes tools, heavy rescue equipment, medical supplies,
hazardous materlals support equipment, canine support equipment, and communications equipment.

e In 2006, the Federal Emergency Management Agency estimated the annual and recurring cost for each task
force to be approximately $1.7 million. Today, in many jurisdictions the cast exceeds $2 milfion. In addition
to piv  am management costs, this timate includes expenses for training, & i ;, medical monitoring
of personnel, and equipment maintenance and storage.

» Current federal funding for the nation‘s US&R teams only provides a fraiction of the funds necessary to
maintain each task force, leaving local government sponsors to pick up the remainder of the cost.

') Even if legislation authorizing additional funding for the US&R system is enacted, Congress must provide
additional funding through approprlatlons to deliver such funds to local US&R teams.

o Tight local budgets due to the recent recession have left many local govemment sponsors unable to
subsidize crucial US&R functions such as training, s:gnlﬂcantly straining task forces’ ‘readiness and
capabilities,

. Suhsldizlng USAR task forces at the focal level also has a negative impact on community preparedness by
' divertlng funds from local ernergency services budgets. -
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The recent earthquake in Hatti and the subsequent resporise underscore the importance of the  ational
search and rescue capability. Increasing federal funding for the Urban Search and Rescue Response System
will help ensure that highly skilied teams are avaiiable to respond to major emergencles without jeapardizing
local emergency services,

Retyurn to Fact Sheet
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FY 14 USAR HSGP FUNDING Revised a5 of: 7/21/14
FY14 L = TF6 T8 TF9 TF10 TF11 '
USAR - Training $51,429.00 $51,429.00]  $51,429.00 $51,429.00]  $51,429.00] $51,429.00| - $51,429.0n
USAR - Equipment $12,000.00 $12,000.00]  $12,000.00 $37,000.00]  $37,000.00] $12,000.00]  $25,000.0C
HART - Training $1,978.00 $27,692.00f $0.00{  $23,736.00 $0.00]  $3,956.00 _$0.00
HART - Equipment $1,727.00 $24,178.00 © $0.00 $20,742.00| $0.00 $3,454.00 $0.00
rotal FY14 $67,134.00]  <115,299.00] $63,429.00] $132,907.00] $88,429.00{ $70,839.00] . $76,429.00
Period of Performance Begins 9/14

Notes:

USAR Training indudes planned position specific training as well as boat training during the next calendar year. This training need was

developed as part of the USAR strategic pla by the USAR TAG.
USAR Equipment expenses are a continuation from a request for Unfunded Requests frorn the SAR Coordlnator to each Taskforce, a

working list was compited and priorities established based on need and ability to get the most capability out of funding. Also included is

the purchase of Night Vision devices for swiftwater teams to align with latest federal guidence.

Also included in equipment is Air Bag Replacement for TF 8, 9, and 11. This complétes the air bag replacement prbject.

HART Training represents a diviston of training cost based on the number of HART techs per taskforce
' HART Equipment represents a division of equipment costs to replace old dry sults and flight sults based on the number of HART techs per

taskforce






Federal Emergency Management Agency .
National Urban Search & Rescue Response System

2014 SUSAR Annual Meeting ~ Virginia Beach, VA
November 11 - 13, 2014 P

FEMA US&R BRANCH UPDATE

» FY 14 Budget

e}

(o]

0 000

“Baseline” Readiness Cooperative Agreement funding amount for each TF
($1.15M to each of the 28 TFs for program management, medical screening,
training, exercises, travel, cache / equlpment purchase and maintenance,
vehicle lifecydle management, storage and maintenance, etc.)

Natlonal Training Dellvery Course Hosting by TFs (11 courses / $450K total)
Training - Leaming Management System sustainment

Potential continued investment in curriculum updates and conversion to blended
/distance learning platform

Incident Support Team Continuing Education Workshop and S-420 Course
Hosting

Readiness Assessment Program sustainment

Canine Search Certification Process (9 events @ $32,500 each)

Hazmat Equipment Push Package sustalnment / maintenance (7 TFs @ $25,000
each)

Incident Support Team Eqmpment Cache sustainment / maintenance (3 TFs @
$40,000 each)

Stipends for System leadership positions

Meeting hosting

USSR Branch Staff travel

Direct Support to TFs (USACE Inter-Agency Agreement, Incident Support Team
equipment and fleet use and maintenance, Security Clearances for leadership
positions, National Training Contract and Leaming Management System
development /sustainment, etc.)

» FY2015 Budget Process / Spend Plan Development

<

o

Continuing Resolution status
o $27.5M OMB recommendation
o House and Senate Appropriations Committee prel!mlnary
recommendations
Capital investment considerations
o SCBA replacement - potential course(s) of action

o Potential replacement of all TF portable radios (by 2020) - $800,000 per
TF

o IST Vehicles
National Training Contract

o



