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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this study is to research federal and state regulation of commercial 

motorcoaches.  

 

ACRONYMS & DEFINITIONS 

 

• NCDMV - North Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles 

• NCDPS   - North Carolina Department of Public Safety 

• NCMA   - North Carolina Motorcoach Association 

• FMCSA - Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration  

• MC       - Motor Carrier 

• USDOT - United States Department of Transportation 

• Interstate commerce, as defined by FMCSA, means trade, traffic or transportation in the 

United States- 

o (1) Between a place in a State and a place outside of such State (including a 

place outside of the United States); 

o (2) Between two places in a State through another State or a place outside 

of the United States; or 

o (3) Between two places in a State as part of trade, traffic, or transportation 

originating or terminating outside the State or the United States. 

• Intrastate commerce, as defined by FMCSA, means any trade, traffic or transportation 

in any State which is not described in the term “interstate commerce.” 

 

BACKGROUND 

 
This study was conducted by the NCDMV, in consultation with the NCDPS and the NCMA to 

address sections 34.22(a) and (b) of Session Law 2018-5 passed by the North Carolina General 

Assembly in June 2018 listed below.  

 

DMV/COMMERCIAL MOTORCOACH STUDY 

 

SECTION 34.22 (a) Commercial Motorcoach Study. – The Division of Motor Vehicles, in 

consultation with the Department of Public Safety and the North Carolina Motorcoach 

Association, shall study federal and State regulation of commercial motorcoaches. 

(1) Federal regulation of commercial motorcoaches. 



 

 

(2) State regulations and requirements for commercial motorcoaches, including 
the effect of laws in Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Tennessee,Pennsylvania, Washington, D.C., and New York on North Carolina 
registered commercial motorcoaches traveling and doing business in those 
states. 

(3) Regulations and requirements for out-of-state commercial motorcoaches 
traveling and doing business in North Carolina. 

(4) The equity of regulations and requirements governing North Carolina 
registered commercial motorcoaches traveling and doing business in other 
states and jurisdictions and out-of-state registered commercial 
motorcoaches traveling and doing business in North Carolina. 

(5) Whether North Carolina may establish or enter into reciprocity agreements 
with other states and jurisdictions to exempt North Carolina registered 
commercial motorcoaches traveling and doing business in those other 
states and jurisdictions. 

(6) Whether any legislative changes are necessary to ensure North Carolina 
registered commercial motorcoaches are not at a competitive 
disadvantage with commercial motorcoaches registered in other states and 
jurisdictions. 

(7) Any other topic or issue the Division of Motor Vehicles determines to be 
relevant to this study. 

 

SECTION 34.22. (b) Report. – By December 1, 2018, the Division of Motor Vehicles shall report 

its findings from the study required under subsection (a) of this section, including any 

legislative recommendations, to the chairs of the Joint Legislative Transportation Oversight 

Committee and the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Justice and Public Safety. 

 

PERSPECTIVES 
 

The Division, in coordination with NCDPS and the NCMA, examined all aspects of North 

Carolina-based motorcoaches transiting intrastate and interstate as directed.  The baseline 

criteria assumed for this study is all North Carolina-based motorcoaches are properly 

registered with International Registration Plan (IRP), a section of NCDMV which allows the 

motorcoach to operate (drive) legally in states where it has registered authority. However, 

IRP does not  authorize the motorcoach to conduct business transactions in these states. 

  



 

 

FINDINGS 

 
The findings below are responses to the questions posed by this study.  

 

(1) Federal regulation of commercial motorcoaches. –  
 

Interstate motorcoach operations are regulated by the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA). As the Federal agency responsible 
for safety oversight of commercial motor vehicle operations, FMCSA and 
their law enforcement partners enforce and administer applicable Federal 
laws and regulations. Motorcoach companies and their drivers and 
vehicles, are subject to inspection by Federal, State, and local authorities. 
A violation of a law or regulation could result in a fine, a penalty, or the 
driver, vehicle or entire motor carrier operation being ordered out-of-
service. Interstate motorcoach companies are required to obtain both 
USDOT registration and operating authority registration from the FMCSA 
before transporting passengers for compensation in interstate commerce. 
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/passenger-safety/legal-notice-
motorcoach-operations  
 

(2) State regulations and requirements for commercial motorcoaches, including 
the effect of laws in Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, 
Pennsylvania, Washington, D.C., and New York on North Carolina registered 
commercial motorcoaches traveling and doing business in those states.  

 

• Virginia- A Virginia For-Hire Intrastate Operating Authority Permit 
must be obtained from The Virginia DMV when transporting property or 
passengers intrastate within Virginia. (See appendix) 
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/commercial/#mcs/programs/intrastate/i
ndex.asp  
 

• South Carolina- A Class “C” Charter Bus Certificate must be applied for 
with The South Carolina Public Service Commission and a copy sent to the 
South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff when performing intrastate 
commerce. The South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff issues the 
certificate would remains on the bus and no other numbers or decals 
need to be displayed on the bus from South Carolina. Carole Chauvin, The 
Office of Regulatory Staff, Transportation Department (803) 737-0800 
https://dms.psc.sc.gov/attachments/matter/EDC857A0-F75B-C1E4-
D8CDC5D17EE897A5 
 

• Georgia- A Passenger Permit (Charter Operations) and/or a Passenger 
Certificate (for rates charged per person) must be obtained from the 
Georgia Department of Public Safety to perform for-hire passenger 
carrier operations in intrastate commerce. Major Johnny Jones, Georgia 
State Patrol (jjones@gsp.net) (See appendix) 

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/passenger-safety/legal-notice-motorcoach-operations
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/passenger-safety/legal-notice-motorcoach-operations
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/commercial/#mcs/programs/intrastate/index.asp
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/commercial/#mcs/programs/intrastate/index.asp
https://dms.psc.sc.gov/attachments/matter/EDC857A0-F75B-C1E4-D8CDC5D17EE897A5
https://dms.psc.sc.gov/attachments/matter/EDC857A0-F75B-C1E4-D8CDC5D17EE897A5


 

 

http://www.gamccd.net/FormsAndManuals.aspx 
http://www.gamccd.net/Documents/TR0009.pdf  
 

• Florida- Does not require additional numbers other than Motorcoach 
and apportioned plates. Ashley Newston FHP/DHSMV, Fleet & Property 
OOC (850-617-2289) 
 

• Tennessee – Does not require additional numbers other than 
Motorcoach and apportioned plates. Jennifer Lanfair, TN IRP Manager 
(615-253-5162) 

 

• Pennsylvania – Does not require additional numbers other than 
Motorcoach and apportioned plates. Laurel Hooten (717-783-6089) and 
lieutenant David J. Cannon, Director, PA State Police/Commercial Vehicle 
Safety Division 

 

• North Carolina – North Carolina General Statutes, Public Utilities 
Chapter 62 Article 12  

https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/ByArtic
le/Chapter_62/Article_12.pdf 

 

• Washington DC-  

• According to the permit office, motorcoaches do not need a trip 
permit if the bus has apportioned plates. (202-729-7083) 
https://dmv.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddot/publication
/attachments/Motorcoach%20Operators%20Guide%202013_We
b_0.pdf  

• District of Columbia law requires any bus from any state or 
country used in the transportation of a chartered party, as that 
term is used in the International Registration Plan, with a seating 
capacity of greater than 15 passengers to:  a.  Register as a Class 
B commercial vehicle and obtain a DC Trip Permit, or b.  Obtain 
proportional registration in its base jurisdiction through the 
International Registration Plan, and display DC on the IRP cab 
card.  Vehicles must be in compliance prior to entering the District 
of Columbia.  If a vehicle is not in compliance, the owner is subject 
to payment of a $500 fine or 180 days imprisonment or both.   In 
accordance with the International Registration Plan, adopted by 
DC, a chartered party in association with a bus company is a group 
of persons who, pursuant to a common purpose and under a 
single contract, have acquired the exclusive use of a passenger-
carrying motor vehicle to travel together as a group to a specified 
destination or for a particular itinerary and assembled through the 

http://www.gamccd.net/FormsAndManuals.aspx
http://www.gamccd.net/Documents/TR0009.pdf
https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/ByArticle/Chapter_62/Article_12.pdf
https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/ByArticle/Chapter_62/Article_12.pdf
https://dmv.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddot/publication/attachments/Motorcoach%20Operators%20Guide%202013_Web_0.pdf
https://dmv.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddot/publication/attachments/Motorcoach%20Operators%20Guide%202013_Web_0.pdf
https://dmv.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddot/publication/attachments/Motorcoach%20Operators%20Guide%202013_Web_0.pdf


 

 

sale of tickets to each passenger for a round trip from one or more 
points of origin to a single advertised destination.  Charter and 
tour bus information is available on the DMV website at 
www.dmv.dc.gov.  Click on IRP for contact data and  information 
about Trip Permits or contact the IRP Office at (202) 729-7083.  
Limousines with seating capacities greater than 15 passengers do 
not fit this criteria.  However, limousines are required to procure 
Taxicab Commission permits.  *School related functions only.  
(202-737-4404) https://dmv.dc.gov/publication/international-
registration-plan-buses (See appendix) 

• Per DC.gov, DMV website, trip permits are issued in lieu of 
apportioned or full registration in accordance with the 
International Registration Plan, Article V, Section 525. 
https://dmv.dc.gov/service/chartered-buses (See appendix) 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (MATA) is for city 
buses, not chartered buses. 

https://www.wmata.com/business/small-disadvantaged-
business/index.cfm (202-637-1328) 

• Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Commission (WMATC) 
agent advised that the bus would need a permit, however their 
website refers you to the DMV website, which says otherwise. 
https://www.wmatc.gov/ https://dmv.dc.gov/service/chartered-
buses  (See appendix) 

 

• New York-  

• New York State requires State operating authority for any motor 
carrier engaged in intrastate transportation for-hire.  This 
requirement would then precipitate the requirement of a New 
York State semi-annual inspection. Marc Berger, Chief, Passenger 
Carrier Safety Bureau / Motor Carrier Investigations  (718-482-
4809) https://dmv.ny.gov/motor-carriers/international-registration-

plan-irp (See appendix) 
 

(3) Regulations and requirements for out-of-state commercial motorcoaches 
traveling and doing business in North Carolina. 
 

Motorcoaches traveling and doing business in North Carolina are 
required to have a valid Apportioned license plate. 
 

(4) The equity of regulations and requirements governing North Carolina 
registered commercial motorcoaches traveling and doing business in other 
states and jurisdictions and out-of-state registered commercial 
motorcoaches traveling and doing business in North Carolina. 
 

https://dmv.dc.gov/publication/international-registration-plan-buses
https://dmv.dc.gov/publication/international-registration-plan-buses
https://dmv.dc.gov/service/chartered-buses
https://www.wmata.com/business/small-disadvantaged-business/index.cfm
https://www.wmata.com/business/small-disadvantaged-business/index.cfm
https://www.wmatc.gov/
https://dmv.dc.gov/service/chartered-buses
https://dmv.dc.gov/service/chartered-buses
https://dmv.ny.gov/motor-carriers/international-registration-plan-irp
https://dmv.ny.gov/motor-carriers/international-registration-plan-irp


 

 

The only consistency in the aforementioned states seems to be the 
FMCSA, UCR and IRP Inc. requirements.  

 
(5) Whether North Carolina may establish or enter into reciprocity agreements 

with other states and jurisdictions to exempt North Carolina registered 
commercial motorcoaches traveling and doing business in those other 
states and jurisdictions.  
 

NCDMV only regulates  the transit of motorcoaches through the State of 
North Carolina and reciprocity already exists through the IRP.  Interstate 
commerce does not fall within NCDMV’s purvue.   
 

(6) Whether any legislative changes are necessary to ensure North Carolina 
registered    commercial motorcoaches are not at a competitive 
disadvantage with commercial motorcoaches registered in other states and 
jurisdictions. 
 

  Legislation may already exist in §62 Article 12. 
 

(7) Any other topic or issue the Division of Motor Vehicles determines to be    
relevant to this study. 
 

The Division has determined North Carolina motorcoaches transiting the 
states with required IRP certifications are in compliance with North 
Carolina statute regarding Chapter 20 and IRP Inc. However, IRP only 
grants authority for vehicle operation in registered states and leaves the 
authority to conduct commerce in those states resting with other state 
agencies. 
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APPENDIX A 

 

Virginia DMV Operating Authority Certificate or License Application 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

APPENDIX B 
 

South Carolina Class C Charter Bus Application Process License Application 
 

 
 



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
 
  



 

 

 
 
  



 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 

APPENDIX C 
 

Georgia Application for a Passenger Permit (Charter Operations) 

 
  



 

 

  
  



 

 

  
  



 

 

  
  



 

 

  
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

   
  



 

 

  
  



 

 

  
  



 

 

  
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
   



 

 

APPENDIX D 

Pennsylvania Fact Sheet 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

APPENDIX E 
 

Washington DC-IRP Motorcoach- Trip Permit Compliance 

 

 

 
  

DC School-

owned Bus*

Non-DC 

School owned 

Bus* 

School-leased  

Bus (from 

company 

located in DC)*

School-leased 

Bus (company 

not located in 

DC, bus has 

proportional 

registration in 

base jurisdiction 

and DC is 

reflected on the 

registration)*

School-leased 

Bus (company 

not located in 

DC and bus 

does not have 

proportional 

registration in 

base 

jurisdiction)

School-leased Bus 

(company not located in 

DC and bus does not 

have proportional 

registration in base 

jurisdiction BUT school 

has option to purchase 

vehicle at end of the 

lease)*

School-leased Bus 

(company not located 

in DC and bus does not 

have proportional 

registration in base 

jurisdiction BUT the 

driver is a school 

employee, and school 

logo  is permanently 

affixed to the side of 

bus)*

Non-DC School 

(Driver is provided 

by rental or charter 

company)

Non-DC School 

rents bus for a 

single trip (i.e., Field 

Trip or Prom)

         Buses*             that 

have regular routes (not 

used for transporting 

chartered parties -- e.g., 

Greyhound, Peter Pan) 

Buses used 

exclusively for 

chartered parties 

(except DC)

Bus is owned by the 

company, group or 

business         (not a 

chartered party and 

not transporting 

people for Profit)

Bus is rented by the 

company, group or 

business

Issuance of a single "apportioned" 

Tag Exempt Exempt Exempt X X Exempt Exempt X X Exempt X Exempt X

Issuance of a single cab card Exempt Exempt Exempt X X Exempt Exempt X X Exempt X Exempt X

Trip Permits                                                  

(Carriers that meet apportioned 

vehicle requirements but choose not 

to obtain IRP credentials must obtain 

trip permits) Exempt Exempt Exempt Exempt X Exempt Exempt X X Exempt X Exempt X

Motor fuel taxes (IFTA) Exempt Exempt Exempt Exempt Exempt Exempt Exempt Exempt Exempt Exempt Exempt Exempt Exempt

Obtain operating authority Exempt Exempt Exempt X X X X X X X X Exempt X

Insurance X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Inspection X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Temporary Authority (TA) Certificate X X X Exempt X X X X X X X X X

International Registration Plan Motorcoach -- Trip Permit Compliance

District of Columbia law requires that any bus from any state or country used in the transportation of a chartered party, as that term is used in the International Registration Plan, with a seating capacity of greater than 15 passengers to:  a.  Register as a Class B commercial vehicle and obtain a 

DC Trip Permit, or b.  Obtain proportional registration in its base jurisdiction through the International Registration Plan, and display DC on the IRP cab card.  Vehicles must be in compliance prior to entering the District of Columbia.  If a vehicle is not in compliance, the owner is subject to 

payment of a $500 fine or 180 days imprisonment or both.   In accordance with the International Registration Plan, adopted by DC, a chartered party in association with a bus company -- means a group of persons who, pursuant to a common purpose and under a single contract, have acquired 

the exclusive use of a passenger-carrying motor vehicle to travel together as a group to a specified destination or for a particular itinerary --  and assembled through the sale of tickets to each passenger for a round trip from one or more points of origin to a single advertised destination.  Charter 

and tour bus information is available on the DMV website at www.dmv.dc.gov.  Click on IRP for contact data and  information about Trip Permits or contact the IRP Office at (202) 729-7083.  Limousines with seating capacities greater than 15 passengers do not fit this criteria.  However, 

Limousines are required to procure DCTC permits.  *School related functions only.  

Conditions and Dependencies

Registration Requirements



 

 

 

Chartered Buses 

 
The District of Columbia law requires a bus from any US state or Canadian province used for 
travel of a chartered party with a seating capacity of greater than fifteen (15) passengers to 
obtain one of the following: 

• Register as a Class B commercial vehicle and obtain a DC Trip Permit*, or 
• Obtain proportional registration in its base jurisdiction through the International 

Registration Plan 
Vehicle owners must be in compliance with the chartered bus law prior to entering the District of 
Columbia. The chartered bus law became effective on March 14, 2007. 
*Additionally, Trip Permits are issued in lieu of apportioned or full registration in accordance with 
the International Registration Plan, Article V, Section 525. 
Motor Carriers and Buses Transporting Students 
A motor carrier or bus that is owned by a governmental entity or registered as a government 
vehicle is exempt from IRP regulations. Those vehicles are not required to carry a trip permit. 
Displaying a federal or state government license plate on the truck, van, or bus is one way to 
show the vehicle meets this exemption. Note that vehicles, including school buses, contracted by 
the government are not exempt from IRP and must obtain a trip permit if not apportioned. 
However, vehicles, including school buses, leased long-term by the government with the option 
to purchase are exempt and do not have to obtain a trip permit. 
For more information on registering a bus in the IRP program, please contact your state 
Department of Motor Vehicles. Here is a list of offices provided by the International Registration 
Plan, Inc. 
Get more information regarding Tour Bus Parking from the goDCgo website. 
Engine Idling Law: Help keep the District's air clean and avoid fines! 
 

https://www.wmatc.gov/ 
 

• Attention all Carriers: 

In 2007, the District of Columbia enacted new vehicle registration requirements for chartered 

buses seating more than 15 passengers that are operated within the District of Columbia.  Under 

these new requirements, such vehicles must either: (1) be registered as a commercial vehicle 

within Washington D.C. and bear Washington DC license plates; (2) be registered in their home 

state with apportioned license plates; or (3) display a valid trip permit from the DC Department 

of Motor Vehicles.  A trip permit costs $50, lasts 6 days, and covers only one specific vehicle. 

Compliance with this new law does not exempt a carrier from WMATC requirements, and 

possession of WMATC operating authority does not exempt a carrier from compliance with the 

new District of Columbia law.  For more information about the new D.C. charter bus 

requirements, contact the District of Columbia Department of Motor Vehicles at (202) 729-7083 

or visit https://dmv.dc.gov/node/1119517. 

https://public.dmv.washingtondc.gov/BusinessPages/TripPermit/TP_Home.aspx
https://dmv.dc.gov/node/1119611
https://dmv.dc.gov/node/1119611
https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.irponline.org/resource/resmgr/jurisdiction_information/directory_11.24.13.pdf
https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.irponline.org/resource/resmgr/jurisdiction_information/directory_11.24.13.pdf
http://godcgo.com/home/get-my-group-there/motorcoach-operators.aspx
http://doee.dc.gov/node/9352
https://www.wmatc.gov/
http://www.wmatc.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=73&Itemid=103


 

 

APPENDIX F 
 

New York State Application for Authority to Transport Passengers 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
  



 

 

New York State Application to Transport Passengers in Charter Service 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 


