Charter of the City of Greensboro (Guilford)
Chapter 1137 of the Session Laws of 1959

Charter 1959-1137 | An Act to Revise and Reorganize the Charter of the City of
Greensboro . .. ."

1961-686 *Technical correction — Added heading — "Article 2. Initiative,
Referendum and Recall” after Section 2.61 and before Section
2.71.

1969-356 Annexed the Town of Guilford College to the City of
Greensboro, and Repealed the Charter of the Town of Guilford
College.

Section 2.21 1961-686 Amended subsection (a) of Section 2.21 by rewriting the second
sentence of the subsection to provide the time for primary
elections in the City.

1963-55 Amended the candidacy form in Section 2.21(a) to change the
date of the primary (date in text, but not candidacy form, was
changed in 1961-686.); and increased the fee associated with
filing the form (last line of the form).

Also, amended subsection © of Section 2.21 by repealing part of
the subsection and adding language related to city elections.

1967-74 Amended subsection (a) of Section 2.21 by changing the time in
which a candidate for office must file notice of candidacy with
the city clerk; also amended subsection (a) to add a new
paragraph that describes a candidate must take in order to
withdraw his or her candidacy.

1969-142 Amended subsection (a) of Section 2.21, as amended, by
changing the time in which a candidate for office must file notice
of candidacy with the city clerk.

1973-213 Rewrote Section 2.21 in its entirety.

Section 2.41 1961-686 Amended subsection (a) of Section 2.41 by changing the comma
after the phrase "city council," and repealing the rest of
subsection (a).

1973-213 Rewrote Section 2.41 in its entirety.

Section 2.42 1973-213 Rewrote Section 2.42 in its entirety.

Section 2.43 1973-213 Repealed Section 2.43.

Section 2.46 1961-686 Amended Section 2.46 by adding language that provided City
elections shall be conducted as provided in Chapter 163 of the
General Statutes, unless otherwise provided in the Charter.

1973-213 Repealed Section 2.46.

Section 2.61 1973-213 Rewrote Section 2.61 in its entirety.

Section 2.71 1989-896 Rewrote subdivision (2) of subsection (c) of Section 2.71.

1991-4 Amended Section 2.71 by adding subsection (d).

2008-48 Amended Section 2.71 to clarify the initiative, referendum, and
recall petition process.

Section 2.72 2008-48 Amended Section 2.72 to clarify the initiative, referendum, and
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recall petition process.

Section 2.73 1963-55 *Technical correction — subsection (g) of Section 2.73 was
amended by deleting "subsection (d) of Section 7.75" and
substituting " subsection (c) of Section 2.75"

1989-896 Amended subsection (g) of Section 2.73 by rewriting the entire
sixth sentence.

2008-48 Amended Section 2.73 to clarify the initiative, referendum, and
recall petition process.

Section 2.74 | 2008-48 Amended Section 2.74 to clarify the initiative, referendum, and
recall petition process.

Section 2.75 1963-55 Technical correction — subsection (a) of Section 2.75 was
amended by deleting "Section 7.72(d)(1)" and substituting
"Section 2.73(d)(1)".

1989-896 Amended subsection (b) of Section 2.75 by rewriting the fifth
sentence of the subsection.

Section 2.76 1989-896 Amended subsection (c) of Section 2.76 by adding a new
sentence at the end of the subsection.

1991-4 Rewrote subsection (d) of Section 2.76.
2008-48 Amended Section 2.76 to clarify the initiative, referendum, and
recall petition process.

Section 2.80 2008-48 Rewrote Section 2.80. *Error — the catchline in the bill says
Section 2.80 is being added to the Charter, but Section 2.80 was
in the original charter. The bill appears to be rewriting Section
2.80, rather than adding a new section.

Section 3.01 1973-213 Rewrote Section 3.01 in its entirety.

Ord No. 82- | Creates electoral districts? This ordinance does not appear on

113 the Secretary of State's website, but is referenced in the catchline
of Section 2(c) of 2015-138. Check with city for ordinance.

Ord No. 83- | Creates electoral districts? This ordinance does not appear on

7 the Secretary of State's website, but is referenced in the catchline
of Section 2(c) of 2015-138. Check with city for ordinance.

2015-138 Amended Section 3.01 to revise the city's electoral districts.

Section 3.02 1973-213 Rewrote the title of Section 3.02 to delete "Councilmen™ and to
substitute "Council".

Amended subsection (a) of Section 3.02 to add a new sentence at
the end of the subsection that provided the Mayor shall continue
to serve until his successor is elected and qualified.

Amended subsection © of Section 3.02 to add a new sentence at
the end of the subsection that authorized the city council to fill
vacancies in the office of the Mayor for the remainder of the
unexpired term.

Section 3.03 1963-55 Amended Section 3.03 to increase the compensation for the
Mayor and council members.

1967-74 Amended Section 3.03, as amended by 1963-55 to increase the
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compensation for the Mayor and council members.

1969-142 Rewrote Section 3.03.

1973-213 Rewrote Section 3.03.

Section 3.21 1973-213 Rewrote Section 3.21.

1975-100 Amended Section 3.21 by deleting the first sentence of the
section and substituting new language fixing the time of the
organizational meeting of the city council.

1981-159 Rewrote Section 3.21.

Section 3.22 1981-159 Amended Section 3.22 by rewriting the last sentence of the
section.

Section 3.23 1961-686 Amended subsection (b) of Section 3.23 by adding a new
paragraph related to introducing proposed ordinances or
amendments to a proposed ordinance.

1973-213 Rewrote the first paragraph of subsection (b) of Section 3.23.

1989-896 Amended subsection (b) of Section 3.23 related to the votes
required to amend the budget to appropriate funds from the
unappropriated fund balance of the General Fund.

2015-138 Amended subsection (b) of Section 3.23 to provide that Mayor
may vote only in the case of a tie, but shall have a vote in the
consideration of the employment, discipline, or dismissal of the
city manager and city attorney.

Section 3.42 1961-686 Amended subsection (a) of Section 3.42 by adding language
related to compilation and codification of ordinances.

Section 3.42 1961-686 Amended Section 3.42 by adding a new subsection (c).
Subsection (c) related to a sale after the publication of notice.

2004-20 Repealed subsection (c) of Section 3.42.

Section 3.62 1981-132 Added Section 3.62 (Public Accommodations).

Section 3.63 1981-132 Added Section 3.63 (Equal employment).

Section 3.64 | 1981-132 Added Section 3.64 (Fair housing).

1991-67 Rewrote Section 3.64.

Section 3.64.1 | 1987-51 Added Section 3.64.1 (Enforcement) — fair housing ordinance.

1991-67 Changed the title of Section 3.64.1 from "Enforcement” to
"Subpoena Power."

Section 3.64.2 | 1987-51 Added Section 3.64.1 (Complaints and other records) — fair
housing ordinance.

Section 3.64.3 | 1987-51 Added Section 3.64.1 (Meetings) — fair housing ordinance.

Section 3.65 1981-132 Added Section 3.65 (Remedies).

Section 3.81 1969-142 Added a new paragraph to Section 3.81 which related to
additional powers for the Mayor and mayor pro tem.

2015-138 Amended Section 3.81 to provide that the mayor's powers are
limited as provided in Section 3.23(b) of the Charter.

Section 4.01 1975-100 Amended Section 4.01 by adding subsection (c) to the section.

2015-138 The General Assembly reaffirmed that the city shall operate

under the council-manager form of government (this is the form
provided for in the original version of the Charter).
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Section 4.11 2015-138 The General Assembly reaffirmed that the city shall operate
under the council-manager form of government (this is the form
provided for in the original version of the Charter).

Section 4.12 1965-42 Amended Section 4.12 to authorize the City Manager to accept
service of complaints, etc. on behalf of the City.

Section 4.13 1969-142 Rewrote Section 4.13.

Section 4.21 2011-111 Amended Section 4.21 by rewriting the title of the section, and
providing that the city council shall appoint the city attorney and
shall fix the city attorney's salary (restates general law).

Section 4.31 1967-74 Amended subsection (b) of Section 4.31 to provide that the chief
of police and each member of the police force shall have the
same powers vested in sheriffs and constables.

Section 4.32 1963-55 Amended Section 4.32 to provide additional authority to the city
police when they've established a police emergency line.

Section 4.33 1967-74 Amended Section 4.33 by deleting "G.S. 148-79" and
substituting "G.S. 114-19."

Section 4.35 1971-29 Amended subsection (c) of Section 4.35 by rewriting the first
two sentences of the subsection.

Section 4.51 1961-686 Amended Section 4.51 by adding language authorizing the city
council to empower the City Treasurer to make refunds upon
finding a clerical error in any payments made within the
preceding five years.

1973-213 Amended Section 4.51 to reduce the number of years for
refunding due to a clerical error from five to three years.

1987-1011 | Amended Section 4.51 by removing "taxes" from the list of
payments for which refunds can be made if a clerical error is
discovered.

Section 4.53 1973-700 Added Section 4.53 (Authority to engage in manpower
development and drug action programs).

Section 4.54 | 1973-1052 | Added Section 4.54 (Authority to engage in community action
programs jointly with Guilford County).

Section 4.55 1981-159 Added Section 4.55 (Economic Development Projects).

Section 4.62 1963-55 Amended subsection (c) of Section 4.62 related to the City tax
collector reporting unpaid and due taxes to the city council.

Section 4.63 1973-213 Amended Section 4.63 by deleting "G.S. 105-385© through (g)"
and substituting "G.S. 105-367 and 368".

Section 4.64 1961-686 Added Section 4.64 (issuance of licenses by tax collector).

1973-213 Amended Section 4.64 by deleting "G.S. 18-135" and
substituting "G.S. 105-113.79 and G.S. 105-113.82".

Section 4.91 1961-686 Amended subsection (b) of Section 4.91 by adding language to
authorize the city council to provide group insurance for city
employees.

1969-142 Amended subdivision (1) of subsection (b) of Section 4.91 to

increase the amount of life insurance benefits that the city may
provide for its employees.
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Rewrote subdivisions (2), (3), and (6) of subsection (b) of
Section 4.91 (related to life insurance benefits that the city may
provide for its employees.

1985-807

Rewrote first sentence of subdivision (1) of subsection (b) of
Section 4.91.

1987-1011

Rewrote subdivision (7) of subsection (b) of Section 4.91.

Section 4.94

1961-686

Amended Section 4.94 by adding "city clerk" to the list of
officials who must take an oath before the Mayor (or another city
officer authorized to administer oaths) before discharging their
official duties.

1965-42

Amended Section 4.94 by adding "the city treasurer" to the list
of officials who must take an oath before the Mayor (or another
city officer authorized to administer oaths) before discharging
their official duties.

Section 4.111

1967-74

Rewrote Section 4.111.

1969-142

Amended Section 4.111, as rewritten by 1967-74, to authorize
the city manager to approve certain contracts provided the city
council has approved a sufficient appropriation in the current
fiscal year budget.

1973-213

Amended Section 4.111 by adding a new sentence following the
third sentence of the Section. (City Manager's authority to
approve contracts for construction or demolition.)

1981-159

Amended Section 4.111 by increasing the dollar amount of
contracts that may be approved by the city manager.

1993-6

Amended Section 4.111 by increasing the dollar amount of
contracts that may be approved by the city manager.

2003-134

Amended Section 4.111 by increasing the dollar amount of
contracts that may be approved by the city manager.

2011-111

Amended Section 4.111 by providing that the city manager may
approve and award service contract in the manner authorized by
the city council in an ordinance.

Section 4.112

1967-74

Added Section 4.112 (Purchase of repair parts for specialized
equipment). *Error in catchline of this act (Section 7) — It should
say "Chapter IV, subchapter D" not "Chapter 111, subchapter
D").

Section 4.113

1981-159

Added Section 4.113 (Minimum number of bids for construction
contracts).

Section 4.121

1975-100

Amended Section 4.121 by adding a new paragraph at the end of
the section.

1989-48

Amended Section 4.121 by increasing the value of personal
property the council may sell without advertisement.

Section 4.122

1965-42

Rewrote Section 4.122 (including changing title of section to
"Sale of Real Property by Advertisement for Bids."

1971-29

Amended Section 4.122 by increasing the amount of the deposit
required in real property sales from 5% to 10% of the amount
bid.
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Section 4.123 | 1965-42 Rewrote Section 4.123 (including changing title of section to
"Sale of Real Property by Public Auction."

Section 4.124 | 1965-42 Rewrote Section 4.124.

1969-142 Amended Section 4.124, as amended by 1965-42, to delete the
phrase "by means other than condemnation”.

Section 4.125 | 1967-74 Amended subsection © of Section 4.125 by deleting the phrase
"to be used for dwelling purposes."

1973-213 Rewrote subsection © of Section 4.125.

1975-100 Amended subsection (a) of Section 4.125 by adding a new
sentence at the end of the subsection.

1989-48 Amended subsection © of Section 4.125 by expanding the city
manager's power to lease property.

1993-6 Rewrote subsection (b) of Section 4.125.

Section 4.126 | 1965-42 *Technical correction — amended Section 4.126 by deleting
"Section 4.123" and substituting "Section 4.122 and 4.123"

Section 4.127 | 1963-55 Amended subsection (a) of Section 4.127 to increase the amount
of damages to personal property belonging to the city for which
the city manager is authorized to issue a release (increased from
$500 to $1000).

1981-159 Repealed subsection (a) of Section 4.127, and renumbered
subsection (b) to become subsection (a).

Section 4.128 | 1965-42 Added Section 4.128 (Easements and Encroachments; Grant
and Release Thereof).

1977-85 Amended subsection (a) of Section 4.128 by adding a new
paragraph at the end of the subsection.

Section 4.129 | 1989-466 Added Section 4.129 (Exercise of eminent domain for low- and
moderate-income housing).

Section 4.131 | 1967-74 Rewrote the first sentence of Section 4.131 (Conflict of Interest).

Section 5.01 1991-4 Rewrote Section 5.01.

Section 5.21 2003-33 Amended Section 5.21 (Board of Alcoholic Control) to increase
the number of board members from three to five.

Section 5.22 1973-213 Amended Section 5.22 by changing statutory references.

Section 5.23 1961-707 Rewrote subdivision (1) and (2) of Section 5.23 (first sentence)
(ABC profit allocations).

1963-769 Amended the first paragraph of Section 5.23 (ABC profit
allocations).
1973-213 Rewrote the first sentence of Section 5.23.

Section 5.41 1967-74 Amended Section 5.41 by adding a new paragraph that
authorized the city to require exams and fees in the regulation of
certain trades.

Section 5.62 1967-74 Amended subsection (b) of Section 5.62 to decrease the number

of non-Greensboro residents on the City's planning board.

Added subsection (g) to Section 5.62 (provided for the number
of non-Greenshoro residents who may serve on the City's Zoning
Commission).
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1969-142 Amended subsection (a) of Section 5.62 to add new subdivisions
(8) and (9) to the list of matters the city may regulate under its
extraterritorial authority.

1971-29 Amended subsection (d) of Section 5.62 by deleting "authorized
by G.S. 160-178".

1973-213 Amended subsection (b) of Section 5.62 to change a statutory
reference, and to change "shall” to "may".

Amended subsection (g) of Section 5.62 to change a statutory
reference, and to change "shall" to "may".

Section 5.63 1967-74 Amended Section 5.63 by adding a new subsection © (related to
the filing and recording of subdivision plats).

Section 5.64 1969-142 Added Section 5.64 (Amendments to Official Zoning Map).

1973-213 Added a new paragraph following the first paragraph in the
Section.

Section 5.65 1971-29 Added Section 5.65 (Creation/ Duties of Board of Adjustment).

1985-807 Amended subsection (c) of Section 5.65 by increasing the
number of days for an appeal to Superior Court.

2013-252 Amended Section 5.65 to change "building inspector" to
"compliance officer" whenever the term appears. (See Section 2
of act)

Section 5.66 1979-288 Added Section 5.66 (Ordinances regulating the removal,
replacement and preservation of trees).

Section 5.72 1969-142 Amended subsection (b) of Section 5.72 to increase the number
of members of the Board of Building Appeals from five to seven.

Section 5.74 | 1961-686 Added Section 5.74 (Housing Commission).

1963-55 Amended subsection (b) of Section 5.74 to increase the number
of members of the Housing Commission from five to seven.

1967-74 Added a new subsection (f) to Section 5.74 (authority of building
inspector to act if person does not comply with inspector's
order).

2013-252 Amended Section 5.74 to change "building inspector" to
"compliance officer" whenever the term appears. (See Section 3
of act)

Section 5.75 1971-853 Added Section 5.75 (Creation and duties of housing
development clearinghouse commission).

Section 5.76 1995-35 Added Section 5.76 (Owner of rental property shall authorize
agent to accept service of process).

Section 5.111 | 1961-686 Amended Section 5.111 by adding a new subsection (d) to the
Section. Subsection (d) authorized the city council to tow or
impound vehicles illegally parked on city streets or on other
public places.

Section 5.121 | 1969-142 Rewrote subsection (d) of Section 5.121 to add "or other
designated official".

1979-288 Rewrote subsections © and (d) of Section 5.121.

Section 6.11 1961-686 Rewrote Section 6.11 (sale of cemetery lots).
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Section 6.32 1969-142 Added Section 6.32 (Liens for cost of removal of motor
vehicles).

Section 6.41 1961-686 Amended subdivision (3) of subsection (b) of Section 6.41 by
adding language about the authority of lake wardens.

1967-74 Added a new subsection © to Section 6.41 (granted the city
council certain powers related to the use of city-owned or leased
parks and other recreation areas).

Section 6.56 1961-686 Amended Section 6.56 to extend the time from 30 to 60 days in
which the city may initiate proceedings to condemn land.

Section 6.61 1965-42 Amended subsection (a) of Section 6.61 to require that copies of
registered letters related to the closing of streets shall be filed
with the city clerk, and a copy of the council’s resolution to close
streets shall be recorded in the Register of Deeds Office.

1985-807 Amended subsection (a) of Section 6.61 by rewriting the second
sentence of the subsection.

Amended Section 6.61 by adding new subsection (c) to the
section.

Section 6.83 | 2011-127 Amended Section 6.83 by providing that the city shall, after July
1, 2010, collect charges for unpaid utility charges only in the
manner authorized by general law (and shall no longer place a
lien on the property as allowed under the Charter).

Section 6.84 1961-686 Added Section 6.84 (deposits by tenants for city operated utility
services).

Avrticle 8 1967-74 Added Article 8 (LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES) to

Subchapter A Subchapter A of Chapter VI.

of Chapter VI

Section 6.87 Section 6.87. Powers and duties of the Board of Trustees of the
Greensboro Public Library.

Section 6.88 Section 6.88 (No title).

Section 6.101 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.101.

Section 6.102 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.102.

Section 6.103 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.103.

Section 6.104 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.104.

Section 6.105 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.105.

Section 6.106 | 1971-29 Amended Section 6.106 by adding a new sentence at the end of
the Section (eminent domain appraisals).

1985-807 Repealed Section 6.106.

Section 6.107 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.107.

Section 6.108 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.108.

Section 6.109 | 1967-74 Amended Section 6.109 by deleting the fourth sentence.

1985-807 Repealed Section 6.109.

Section 6.110 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.110.

Section 6.111 | 1969-142 Amended Section 6.111 by adding a new paragraph that required

the city to serve parties by registered mail after the city adopts a
final resolution of condemnation.
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1985-807 Repealed Section 6.111.

Section 6.112 | 1967-74 Amended Section 6.112 by adding a new paragraph that
provided the city may, following appeal, deposit estimated
compensation for a taking in eminent domain cases.

1985-807 Repealed Section 6.112.

Section 6.113 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.113.

Section 6.114 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.114.

Section 6.115 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.115.

Section 6.116 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.116.

Section 6.117 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.117.

Section 6.118 | 1973-784 Rewrote Section 6.118, including title, which is now, "Alternate
condemnation procedures”.

1985-807 Repealed Section 6.118.

Section 6.119 | 1985-807 Repealed Section 6.119.

Section 6.120 | 1967-74 Added Section 6.120 (Interest as a part of compensation —
eminent domain).

1985-807 Repealed Section 6.120.

Section 6.138 | 1961-686 *Technical — Amended subsection (b) of Section 6.138 by
deleting subsection "(h)" and substituting subsection "(g)".
Amended subsection (e) of Section 6.138 by adding language at
the end of the subsection related to a petition for sanitary sewer
improvements.

Section 6.139 | 1985-807 Rewrote subsection (b) of Section 6.139.

Section 6.144 | 1961-686 Rewrote the fourth and fifth sentences of subdivision (2) of
subsection (a) of Section 6.144 (assessments).

1971-29 Added a new sentence at the end of subdivision (1) of subsection
(a) of Section 6.144 (assessments).

Section 6.146 | 1963-55 Amended Section 6.146 (preliminary assessment roll).

Section 6.151 | 1971-29 Amended Section 6.151 to provide that the city shall in its public
notice state that interest due on assessments imposed by the city
that remain unpaid after 30 days shall be as provided by general
law (not 6% which was provided in the Charter).

Section 6.152 | 1971-29 Amended Section 6.152 to provide that the interest due on
assessments paid in installments shall be as provided by general
law (not 6% which was provided in the Charter).

Section 6.162 | 1961-686 Added Section 6.162 (acceptance of deed in lieu of taxes or
assessments or both).

Section 6.163 | 1961-686 Added Section 6.163 (authority to acquire entire lot, block, or
tract).

1969-142 Rewrote Section 6.163.

Section 7.01 1985-807 Repealed Section 7.01.

Section 7.02 1985-807 Repealed Section 7.02(a) and (c); removed "(b)" from subsection
(b) since it is the only remaining subsection.

Section 7.03 1961-686 Rewrote Section 7.03 (first sentence) (settlement of claims by
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city manager).

1963-55

Amended Section 7.03 to authorize the city manager to settle
claims against the city when the amount involved does not
exceed $1,000 (increased from $500 in 1961-686).

1973-213

Amended Section 7.03 to authorize the city manager to settle
claims against the city when the amount involved does not
exceed $5,000.

1981-159

Amended Section 7.03 to authorize the city manager to settle
claims against the city when the amount involved does not
exceed $10,000.

1991-4

Amended Section 7.03 to authorize the city manager to settle
claims against the city that do not exceed $25,000.

1995-680

Amended Section 7.03 to authorize the city manager to settle
claims against the city that do not exceed $50,000.

2004-5

Rewrote Section 7.03 to authorize the city manager to settle
claims against the city that do not exceed $300,000.

Subchapter B
of Chapter VII

Section 7.21

1961-686

Added Subchapter B of Chapter VII, entitled "CLAIMS BY
THE CITY".

Section 7.21. Settlement of Claims by the City Manager.

1963-55

Amended Section 7.21 to authorize the city manager to settle
claims by the city when the amount involved does not exceed
$1,000 (increased from $500 in 1961-686).

1977-85

Amended Section 7.21 to authorize the city manager to settle
claims by the city when the amount involved does not exceed
$5,000.

1981-159

Amended Section 7.21 to authorize the city manager to settle
claims by the city when the amount involved does not exceed
$10,000.

1993-6

Amended Section 7.21 to authorize the city manager to settle
claims by the city when the amount involved does not exceed
$25,000.

1995-680

Amended Section 7.21 to authorize the city manager to settle
claims by the city when the amount involved does not exceed
$50,000.

Subchapter C
of Chapter VII
Section 7.41
Section 7.42
Section 7.43

1961-686

Added Subchapter C of Chapter VII, entitled "WAIVER OF
GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY.

Section 7.41 Authority of City Council.
Section 7.42 Contract of insurance; payment of premiums.
Section 7.43 Actions for negligence.

Subchapter D
of Chapter VII
Section 7.45

2023-112

Added Subchapter D of Chapter VII, entitled, “CIVIL
SERVICE.”
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