§ 58-71-115. Insurers to annually report surety bondsmen; notices of appointments and
terminations; information confidential.

(a) Before July 1 of each year, every insurer shall furnish the Commissioner a list of all
surety bondsmen appointed by the insurer to write bail bonds on the insurer's behalf. An insurer
who appoints a surety bondsman in the State on or after July 1 of each year shall notify the
Commissioner of the appointment. All appointments are subject to the issuance of the proper
license to the appointee under this Article.

(b) An insurer terminating the appointment of a surety bondsman shall file a written
notice of the termination with the Commissioner, together with a statement that the insurer has
given or mailed notice of the termination to the surety bondsman. The notice to the
Commissioner shall state the reasons, if any, for the termination. Information furnished in the
notice to the Commissioner shall be privileged and shall not be used as evidence in or basis for
any action against the insurer or any of its representatives.

() Notwithstanding any other provision of this Article, any documents, materials, or
other information in the control or possession of the Commissioner or any organization of
which the Commissioner is a member and (i) furnished by an insurer or an employee or agent
thereof acting on behalf of the insurer under this section or (ii) obtained by the Commissioner
in an investigation under this section shall be confidential by law and privileged, shall not be
considered public records under G.S. 58-2-100 or Chapter 132 of the General Statutes, shall not
be subject to subpoena, and shall not be subject to discovery in any civil action other than a
proceeding brought by the Commissioner against a person to whom the documents, materials,
or other information relate. However, the Commissioner may use the documents, materials, or
other information in the furtherance of any regulatory or legal action brought as a part of the
Commissioner's duties. Neither the Commissioner nor any person who receives documents,
materials, or other information while acting under the authority of the Commissioner shall be
permitted or required to testify in any civil action other than a proceeding brought by the
Commissioner against a person to whom the documents, materials, or other information relate.
(1963, c. 1225, s. 24; 1975, c. 619, s. 1; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 726, s. 18; 2007-507, s. 12;
2011-377,s.4.)
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