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§ 163-230.2.  Method of requesting absentee ballots. 

(a) Valid Types of Written Requests. – A completed written request form for an absentee 

ballot as required by G.S. 163-230.1 is valid only if it is on a form created by the State Board and 

signed by the voter requesting absentee ballots or that voter's near relative or verifiable legal 

guardian. The State Board shall make the form available at its offices, online, and in each county 

board of elections office, and that form may be reproduced. A voter may make a request in person 

or by writing to the county board for the form to request an absentee ballot. The request form for 

an absentee ballot shall require at least the following information: 

(1) The name and address of the residence of the voter. 

(2) The name and address of the voter's near relative or verifiable legal guardian 

if that individual is making the request. 

(3) The address of the voter to which the application and absentee ballots are to 

be mailed if different from the residence address of the voter. 

(4) The identification required in accordance with State Board rules, as provided 

in subsection (f) of this section. 

(5) The voter's date of birth. 

(6) The signature of the voter or of the voter's near relative or verifiable legal 

guardian if that individual is making the request. 

(b) A completed request form for an absentee ballot shall be deemed a request to update 

the official record of voter registration for that voter and shall be confirmed in writing in 

accordance with G.S. 163-82.14(d). 

(c) The completed request form for an absentee ballot shall be delivered to the county 

board of elections. If the voter does not include the information requested in subdivision (a)(4) 

of this section, a copy of a document listed in G.S. 163-166.12(a)(2) shall accompany the 

completed request form. 

(d) Upon receiving a completed request form for an absentee ballot, the county board 

shall confirm that voter's registration. If that voter is confirmed as a registered voter of the county, 

the absentee ballots and certification form shall be mailed to the voter, unless personally 

delivered in accordance with G.S. 163-230.1(b). If the voter's official record of voter registration 

conflicts with the completed request form for an absentee ballot or cannot be confirmed, the voter 

shall be so notified. If the county board cannot resolve the differences, no application or absentee 

ballots shall be issued. 

(e) Invalid Types of Written Requests. – A request is not valid if it does not comply with 

subsection (a) of this section. If a county board of elections receives a request for an absentee 

ballot that does not comply with subsection (a) of this section, the board shall not issue an 

application and ballot under G.S. 163-230.1. 

(f) Rules by State Board. – The State Board shall adopt rules for the enforcement of this 

section, including rules to provide for the forms of identification that must be included with the 

written request for an absentee ballot. At a minimum, the rules shall include the following: 

(1) Acceptable forms of readable identification that are substantially similar to 

those required under G.S. 163-166.16. 

(2) A process for a voter without acceptable readable identification under 

subdivision (1) of this section to complete an alternative affidavit in 

accordance with G.S. 163-166.16(d)(1), (d)(2), or (d)(3) that includes lack of 

access to a method to attach an electronic or physical copy of the identification 

card to the written request as a reasonable impediment to compliance with the 

identification requirement. 

(3) A process for a voter to request the option to return the information required 

by subdivision (1) or (2) of this section with the absentee ballot 
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container-return envelope, as provided in G.S. 163-229.  (2002-159, s. 57(a); 

2013-381, s. 4.3; 2017-6, s. 3; 2018-144, s. 1.2(e); 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b).) 


