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§ 14‑256. Prison breach and escape from county or municipal confinement facilities or
officers.

If any person shall break any prison, jail or lockup maintained by any county or
municipality in North Carolina, being lawfully confined therein, or shall escape from the lawful
custody of any superintendent, guard or officer of such prison, jail or lockup, he shall be guilty
of a Class 1 misdemeanor, except that the person is guilty of a Class H felony if:

(1) He has been charged with or convicted of a felony and has been committed
to the facility pending trial or transfer to the State prison system; or

(2) He is serving a sentence imposed upon conviction of a felony. (1 Edw. II, st.
2d; R.C., c. 34, s. 19; Code, s. 1021; Rev., s. 3657; 1909, c. 872; C.S., s.
4404; 1955, c. 279, s. 1; 1983, c. 455, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, ss. 159, 1217; 1994,
Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1997‑443, s. 19.25(s); 2013‑389, s. 3.)


