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Article 13A.

State Bureau of Investigation.

Part 1. General Provisions.
§ 143B‑1208.1.  Bureau of Investigation created; powers and duties.

In order to secure a more effective administration of the criminal laws of the State, to prevent 
crime, and to procure the speedy apprehension of criminals, there is established the State Bureau of 
Investigation. The head of the Bureau is the Director, who shall serve as chief executive officer of 
the Bureau and shall be solely responsible for all management functions. Notwithstanding any 
provisions to the contrary, the Director shall have such authority as is necessary to direct and 
oversee the Bureau, and may delegate any duties and responsibilities necessary to ensure the 
proper management of the Bureau. The State Bureau of Investigation shall have charge of and 
administer the agencies and activities herein set up for the identification of criminals, for their 
apprehension, and investigation and preparation of evidence to be used in criminal courts; and the 
said Bureau shall have charge of investigation of criminal matters herein especially mentioned, and 
of such other crimes and criminal procedure as the Governor may direct.

In the personnel of the Bureau shall be included a sufficient number of persons of training and 
skill in the investigation of crime and in the preparation of evidence as to be of service to local 
enforcement officers, under the direction of the Governor, in criminal matters of major importance.  
(1937, c. 349, s. 1; 1939, c. 315, s. 6; 2003‑214, s. 1(1); 2013‑360, s. 17.6(l); 2014‑100, s. 17.1(j), 
(ww); 2015‑241, s. 16A.7(a); recodified from N.C. Gen. Stat. 143B‑915 by 2023‑134, s. 19F.4(i), 
(g).)

§ 143B‑1208.2.  SBI liaison.
The State Bureau of Investigation may designate liaison personnel to lobby for legislative 

action in accordance with Article 5C of Chapter 120C of the General Statutes.  (2015‑241, s. 
16A.7(c); 2017‑6, s. 3; 2018‑146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 6.1; recodified from N.C. Gen. Stat. 143B‑916 by 
2023‑134, s. 19F.4(i).)

§ 143B‑1208.3.  General powers and duties of Director and law enforcement officers of the 
State Bureau of Investigation.

The Director of the Bureau and other sworn law enforcement officers of the State Bureau of 
Investigation are given the same power of arrest as is now vested in the sheriffs of the several 
counties, and their jurisdiction shall be statewide. The Director of the Bureau and other sworn law 
enforcement officers of the Bureau may give assistance to sheriffs, police officers, district 
attorneys, and judges when called upon by them and so directed. They shall also give assistance, 
when requested, to the Department of Public Safety in the investigation of cases pending before the 
parole office and of complaints lodged against parolees, when so directed by the Governor.  (1937, 
c. 349, s. 5; 1973, c. 47, s. 2; c. 1262, s. 10; 2003‑214, s. 1(1); 2011‑145, s. 19.1(h), (q1); 2011‑391, 
s. 43(g); 2012‑83, s. 37; 2014‑100, s. 17.1(j), (xx); recodified from N.C. Gen. Stat. 143B‑917 by 
2023‑134, s. 19F.4(i).)

§ 143B‑1208.4.  Transfer of personnel.
The Director of the State Bureau of Investigation shall have authority to transfer members of 

the Bureau from one locality in the State to another as the Director may deem necessary. When any 
member of the State Bureau of Investigation is transferred from one point to another for the 
convenience of the State, or otherwise than upon the request of the employee, the Bureau shall be 
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responsible for transporting the household goods, furniture, and personal effects of the employee 
and members of his household.  (1955, c. 1185, s. 2; 2003‑214, s. 1(1); 2011‑145, s. 19.1(q1); 
2011‑391, s. 43(g); 2014‑100, s. 17.1(j); recodified from N.C. Gen. Stat. 143B‑918 by 2023‑134, s. 
19F.4(i), (g).)

§ 143B‑1208.5.  Investigations of lynchings, election frauds, etc.; services subject to call of 
Governor; witness fees and mileage for employees.

(a)	 The Bureau shall, upon request of the Governor, investigate and prepare evidence in the 
event of any lynching or mob violence in the State and when so directed by the Governor. Such 
investigation, however, shall in nowise interfere with the power of the Attorney General to make 
such investigation as the Attorney General is authorized to make under the laws of the State. The 
Bureau is authorized further, at the request of the Governor, to investigate cases of frauds arising 
under the Social Security Laws of the State, of violations of the gaming laws, and lottery laws, and 
matters of similar kind when called upon by the Governor so to do. In all such cases it shall be the 
duty of the Bureau to keep such records as may be necessary and to prepare evidence in the cases 
investigated, for the use of enforcement officers and for the trial of causes. The services of 
employees of the Bureau may be required by the Governor in connection with the investigation of 
any crime committed anywhere in the State when called upon by the enforcement officers of the 
State, and when, in the judgment of the Governor, such services may be rendered with advantage to 
the enforcement of the criminal law. The State Bureau of Investigation is hereby authorized to 
investigate without request the attempted arson of, or arson of, damage of, theft from, or theft of, or 
misuse of, any State‑owned personal property, buildings, or other real property or any assault upon 
or threats against any legislative officer named in G.S. 147‑2(1), (2), or (3), any executive officer 
named in G.S. 147‑3(c), or any court officer as defined in G.S. 14‑16.10(1).

(b)	 The Bureau shall investigate all cases arising from frauds in connection with elections 
in the State.

(c)	 The Bureau also is authorized at the request of the Governor to conduct a background 
investigation on a person that the Governor plans to nominate for a position that must be confirmed 
by the General Assembly, the Senate, or the House of Representatives. The background 
investigation of the proposed nominee shall be limited to an investigation of the person's criminal 
record, educational background, employment record, records concerning the listing and payment 
of taxes, and credit record, and to a requirement that the person provide the information contained 
in the statements of economic interest required to be filed by persons subject to Chapter 138A of 
the General Statutes. The Governor must give the person being investigated written notice that the 
Governor intends to request a background investigation at least 10 days prior to the date that the 
Governor requests the State Bureau of Investigation to conduct the background investigation. The 
written notice shall be sent by regular mail, and there is created a rebuttable presumption that the 
person received the notice if the Governor has a copy of the notice.

(d)	 The Bureau shall, upon request of the Governor or a sheriff, chief of police, head of a 
State law enforcement agency, district attorney, or the Commissioner of Prisons, investigate and 
prepare evidence in the event of any of the following:

(1)	 A sworn law enforcement officer with the power to arrest uses force against an 
individual in the performance of the officer's duties that results in the death of 
the individual.
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(2)	 An individual in the custody of the Department of Public Safety, a State prison, 
a county jail, or a local confinement facility, regardless of the physical location 
of the individual, dies.

(e)	 The State Bureau of Investigation is further authorized, upon request of the Governor or 
the Attorney General, to investigate the commission or attempted commission of the crimes 
defined in the following statutes:

(1)	 Article 4A of Chapter 14 of the General Statutes;
(2)	 G.S. 14‑43.11;
(3)	 G.S. 14‑277.1;
(4)	 G.S. 14‑277.2;
(5)	 G.S. 14‑283;
(6)	 G.S. 14‑284;
(7)	 G.S. 14‑284.1;
(8)	 G.S. 14‑288.2;
(9)	 G.S. 14‑288.7;
(10)	 G.S. 14‑288.8;
(11)	 G.S. 14‑288.20;
(12)	 G.S. 14‑288.21;
(13)	 G.S. 14‑288.22;
(14)	 G.S. 14‑288.23;
(15)	 G.S. 14‑288.24;
(16)	 G.S. 14‑284.2;
(17)	 G.S. 14‑399(e);
(18)	 G.S. 15A‑287 and G.S. 15A‑288;
(19)	 G.S. 130A‑26.1;
(20)	 G.S. 143‑215.6B;
(21)	 G.S. 143‑215.88B; and
(22)	 G.S. 143‑215.114B.

(f)	 The State Bureau of Investigation is further authorized, upon request of the Governor or 
Attorney General, to investigate the solicitation, commission, or attempted commission, by means 
of a computer, computer network, computer system, electronic mail service provider, or the 
Internet, of the crimes defined in the following statutes:

(1)	 G.S. 14‑190.6;
(2)	 G.S. 14‑190.7;
(3)	 G.S. 14‑190.8;
(4)	 G.S. 14‑190.14;
(5)	 G.S. 14‑190.15;
(6)	 G.S. 14‑190.16;
(7)	 G.S. 14‑190.17;
(8)	 G.S. 14‑190.17A;
(9)	 G.S. 14‑190.18;
(10)	 G.S. 14‑190.19;
(11)	 G.S. 14‑202.3;

Upon determining the location of the criminal violation, the State Bureau of Investigation shall 
promptly notify the sheriff and local law enforcement of its investigation.
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(g)	 All records and evidence collected and compiled by employees of the Bureau shall, 
upon request, be made available to the district attorney of any district if the same concerns persons 
or investigations in his district.

(h)	 In all cases where the cost is assessed against the defendant and paid by him, there shall 
be assessed in the bill of cost, mileage and witness fees to any employees of the Bureau who are 
witnesses in cases arising in courts of this State. The fees so assessed, charged and collected shall 
be forwarded by the clerks of the court to the Treasurer of the State of North Carolina, and there 
credited to the Bureau of Identification and Investigation Fund.  (1937, c. 349, s. 6; 1947, c. 280; 
1965, c. 772; 1973, c. 47, s. 2; 1981, c. 822, s. 2; 1987, c. 858, s. 1; c. 867, s. 3; 1991, c. 725, s. 2; 
1993, c. 461, s. 2; 1995, c. 407, s. 2; 1999‑398, s. 2; 2003‑214, s. 1(1); 2005‑121, s. 3; 2008‑213, s. 
88; 2011‑145, s. 19.1(q1); 2011‑391, s. 43(g); 2014‑100, s. 17.1(j), (yy); 2017‑57, s. 16B.10(a); 
2017‑6, s. 3; 2018‑146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 6.1; 2021‑138, s. 10(a); recodified from N.C. Gen. Stat. 
143B‑919 by 2023‑134, s. 19F.4(i), (g); 2023‑140, s. 39(c).)

§ 143B‑1208.6.  Department heads to report possible violations of criminal statutes involving 
misuse of State property to State Bureau of Investigation.

Any person employed by the State of North Carolina, its agencies or institutions, who receives 
any information or evidence of an attempted arson, or arson, damage of, theft from, or theft of, or 
embezzlement from, or embezzlement of, or misuse of, any state‑owned personal property, 
buildings or other real property, shall as soon as possible, but not later than three days from receipt 
of the information or evidence, report such information or evidence to his immediate supervisor, 
who shall in turn report such information or evidence to the head of the respective department, 
agency, or institution. The head of any department, agency, or institution receiving such 
information or evidence shall, within a reasonable time but no later than 10 days from receipt 
thereof, report such information, excluding damage or loss resulting from motor vehicle accidents 
or unintentional loss of property, in writing to the Director of the State Bureau of Investigation.

Upon receipt of notification and information as provided for in this section, the State Bureau of 
Investigation shall, if appropriate, conduct an investigation.

The employees of all State departments, agencies and institutions are hereby required to 
cooperate with the State Bureau of Investigation, its officers and agents, as far as may be possible, 
in aid of such investigation.

If such investigation reveals a possible violation of the criminal laws, the results thereof shall 
be reported by the State Bureau of Investigation to the district attorney of any district if the same 
concerns persons or offenses in his district.  (1977, c. 763; 2003‑214, s. 1(1); 2011‑145, s. 19.1(q1); 
2011‑391, s. 43(g); 2014‑100, s. 17.1(j); 2014‑115, s. 45(a); recodified from N.C. Gen. Stat. 
143B‑920 by 2023‑134, s. 19F.4(i).)

§ 143B‑1208.7.  Use of private investigators limited.
No State executive officer, department, agency, institution, commission, bureau, or other 

organized activity of the State that receives support in whole or in part from the State except for 
counties, cities, towns, other municipal corporations or political subdivisions of the State or any 
agencies of these subdivisions, or county or city boards of education may employ a private 
investigator without the consent of the Director of the State Bureau of Investigation. If the Director 
of the State Bureau of Investigation determines that it is impracticable for the Bureau to conduct 
the investigation, the Director of the State Bureau of Investigation shall employ a private 
investigator and shall fix the compensation for his services. The cost of the private investigator 
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shall be paid from funds credited to the entity requesting the investigation or from the Contingency 
and Emergency Fund.  (1985, c. 479, s. 138; 2003‑214, s. 1(1); 2014‑100, s. 17.1(p), (j); recodified 
from N.C. Gen. Stat. 143B‑921 by 2023‑134, s. 19F.4(f).)

§ 143B‑1208.8.  Investigations of child sexual abuse in child care.
The Director of the Bureau may form a task force to investigate and gather evidence following 

a notification by the director of a county department of social services, pursuant to G.S. 7B‑301, 
that child sexual abuse may have occurred in a child care facility.  (1991, c. 593, s. 3; 1991 (Reg. 
Sess., 1992), c. 923, s. 5; 1997‑506, s. 37; 1998‑202, s. 13(z); 2003‑214, s. 1(1); 2011‑145, s. 
19.1(q1); 2011‑391, s. 43(g); 2014‑100, s. 17.1(j); recodified from N.C. Gen. Stat. 143B‑922 by 
2023‑134, s. 19F.4(f).)

§ 143B‑1208.9.  Cooperation of local enforcement officers.
All local enforcement officers are hereby required to cooperate with the said Bureau, its 

officers and agents, as far as may be possible, in aid of such investigations and arrest and 
apprehension of criminals as the outcome thereof.  (1937, c. 349, s. 8; 2003‑214, s. 1(1); 2014‑100, 
s. 17.1(j); recodified from N.C. Gen. Stat. 143B‑923 by 2023‑134, s. 19F.4(f).)

§ 143B‑1208.10.  Governor authorized to transfer activities of Central Prison Identification 
Bureau to the new Bureau; photographing and fingerprinting records.

The records and equipment of the Identification Bureau now established at Central Prison shall 
be made available to the said Bureau of Investigation, and the activities of the Identification 
Bureau now established at Central Prison may, in the future, if the Governor deem advisable, be 
carried on by the Bureau hereby established; except that the Bureau established by this Article shall 
have authority to make rules and regulations whereby the photographing and fingerprinting of 
persons confined in the Central Prison, or clearing through the Central Prison, or sentenced by any 
of the courts of this State to service upon the roads, may be taken and filed with the Bureau.  (1937, 
c. 349, s. 2; 1939, c. 315, s. 6; 2003‑214, s. 1(1); 2014‑100, s. 17.1(j); recodified from N.C. Gen. 
Stat. 143B‑924 by 2023‑134, s. 19F.4(f).)

§ 143B‑1208.11.  Study and report on use of pseudoephedrine products to make 
methamphetamine.

The State Bureau of Investigation shall study issues regarding the use of pseudoephedrine 
products to make methamphetamine, including any data on the use of particular pseudoephedrine 
products in that regard, pertinent law enforcement statistics, trends observed, and other relevant 
information, and report annually to the Commission for Mental Health, Developmental 
Disabilities, and Substance Abuse Services and the Joint Governmental Operations Subcommittee 
on Justice and Public Safety.  (2005‑434, s. 8; 2014‑100, s. 17.1(l); 2021‑90, s. 8(c); recodified 
from N.C. Gen. Stat. 143B‑925 by 2023‑134, s. 19F.4(f).)

§ 143B‑1208.12.  Appointment and term of the Director of the State Bureau of Investigation.
(a)	 The Director of the State Bureau of Investigation shall be appointed by the Governor 

for a term of six years subject to confirmation by the General Assembly by joint resolution. The 
term of office of the Director of the State Bureau of Investigation shall be for six years; the first full 
six‑year term shall begin July 1, 2023. The name of the person to be appointed by the Governor 
shall be submitted by the Governor to the General Assembly for confirmation by the General 
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Assembly on or before May 1 of the year in which the term for which the appointment is to be made 
expires. Upon failure of the Governor to submit a name as herein provided, the President Pro 
Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives jointly shall submit a name 
of an appointee to the General Assembly on or before May 15 of the same year. The appointment 
shall then be made by enactment of a bill. The bill shall state the name of the person being 
appointed, the office to which the appointment is being made, the effective date of the 
appointment, the date of expiration of the term, the residence of the appointee, and that the 
appointment is made upon the joint recommendation of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate. Nothing precludes any member of 
the General Assembly from proposing an amendment to any bill making such an appointment. If 
there is no vacancy in the office of the Director of the State Bureau of Investigation, and a bill that 
would confirm the appointment of the person as Director fails a reading in either chamber of the 
General Assembly, then the Governor shall submit a new name within 30 days.

(b)	 The Director may be removed from office by the Governor, or upon a three‑fifths vote 
of the membership of the Senate and House of Representatives present and voting, and solely for 
the grounds set forth in G.S. 143B‑13(b), (c), and (d). In case of a vacancy in the office of the 
Director of the State Bureau of Investigation for any reason prior to the expiration of the Director's 
term of office, the name of the Director's successor shall be submitted by the Governor to the 
General Assembly not later than 60 days after the vacancy arises. If a vacancy arises in the office 
when the General Assembly is not in session, an acting Director shall be appointed by the 
Governor to serve pending confirmation by the General Assembly. However, in no event shall an 
acting Director serve (i) for more than 12 months without General Assembly confirmation or (ii) 
after a bill that would confirm the appointment of the person as Director fails a reading in either 
chamber of the General Assembly.  (2014‑100, s. 17.1(ppp); 2021‑180, s. 19B.6(a); recodified 
from N.C. Gen. Stat. 143B‑926 by 2023‑134, s. 19F.4(f); recodified from N.C. Gen. Stat. 
143B‑926 by 2023‑134, s. 19F.4(f), (g).)

§ 143B‑1208.13.  Personnel of the State Bureau of Investigation.
The Director of the State Bureau of Investigation may appoint a sufficient number of assistants 

who shall be competent and qualified to do the work of the Bureau. The Director shall be 
responsible for making all hiring and personnel decisions of the Bureau.  (2014‑100, s. 17.1(ttt); 
2015‑264, s. 20; recodified from N.C. Gen. Stat. 143B‑927 by 2023‑134, s. 19F.4(f), (g).)

§ 143B‑1208.14.  Operation and management of Information Sharing and Analysis Center.
The State Bureau of Investigation shall operate and manage the Information Sharing and 

Analysis Center, and its operation and management shall be under the sole direction and control of 
the Director of the State Bureau of Investigation. The Information Sharing and Analysis Center is 
authorized to analyze information related to any threat of violence to the safety of any individual 
associated with (i) an educational property as defined in G.S. 14‑269.2 or (ii) a place of worship as 
defined in G.S. 14‑54.1. The Information Sharing and Analysis Center shall promptly notify the 
sheriff and local law enforcement agency with jurisdiction if (i) a threat is determined to be 
credible and (ii) the location of the educational property or place of worship associated with the 
threat, or the location of any individual suspected of creating the threat, is ascertained. The 
Director of the State Bureau of Investigation and other sworn law enforcement officers of the State 
Bureau of Investigation may give assistance to sheriffs and police officers when called upon by 
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them and so directed, as provided in G.S. 143B‑1208.3.  (2015‑241, s. 16A.7(d); 2018‑67, s. 4; 
recodified from N.C. Gen. Stat. 143B‑929 by 2023‑134, s. 19F.4(f), (g).)


