GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
1983 SESSION

CHAPTER 1043
HOUSE BILL 1365

AN ACT TO AMEND THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE UTILITIES
COMMISSION.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. G.S. 62-2 is amended by adding a new paragraph at the end of the
present section to read:

"Because of technological changes in the equipment and facilities now available and
needed to provide telephone and telecommunications services, changes in regulatory
policies by the federal government, and changes resulting from the court- ordered
divestiture of the American Telephone and Telegraph Company, competitive offerings
of certain types of telephone and telecommunications services may be in the public
interest. Consequently, authority shall be vested in the North Carolina Utilities
Commission to allow competitive offerings of long distance services by public utilities
defined in G.S. 62- 3(23)a.6. and certified in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 62-
110."

Sec. 2. G.S. 62-110 is amended by adding two new paragraphs at the end of
the existing paragraph to read:

"The Commission shall be authorized to issue a certificate to any person applying to
the Commission to offer long distance services as a public utility as defined in G.S. 62-
3(23)a.6., provided that such person is found to be fit, capable, and financially able to
render such service, and that such additional service is required to serve the public
interest effectively and adequately; provided further, that in such cases the Commission
shall consider the impact on the local exchange customers and only permit such
additional service if the Commission finds that it will not jeopardize reasonably
affordable local exchange service. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
terms, conditions, rates, and interconnections for long distance services offered on a
competitive basis shall be regulated by the Commission in accordance with the public
interest. In promulgating rules necessary to implement this provision, the Commission
shall consider whether uniform or nonuniform application of such rules is consistent
with the public interest. Provided further that the Commission shall consider whether
the charges for the provision of interconnections should be uniform.

For purposes of this section, long distance services shall include the transmission of
messages or other communications between two or more central offices wherein such
central offices are not connected on July 1, 1983, by any extended area service, local
measured service, or other local calling arrangement."

Sec. 3. This act is effective upon ratification.



In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 29th day of
June, 1984.
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