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AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR USE OF DEPOSITIONS. 

 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

 

Section 1.  G.S. 1A-1, Rule 32(a)(4) is rewritten to read: 

"(4) The deposition of a witness, whether or not a party, may be used by any 

party for any purpose if the court finds: that the witness is dead; or that the 

witness is at a greater distance than 100 miles from the place of trial or 

hearing, or is out of the United States, unless it appears that the absence of 

the witness was procured by the party offering the deposition; or that the 

witness is unable to attend or testify because of age, illness, infirmity, or 

imprisonment; or that the party offering the deposition has been unable to 

procure the attendance of the witness by subpoena; or upon application and 

notice, that such exceptional circumstances exist as to make it desirable, in 

the interest of justice and with due regard to the importance of presenting 

testimony of witnesses orally in open court, to allow the deposition to be 

used; or the witness is an expert witness whose testimony has been procured 

by videotape as provided for under Rule 30(b)(4)." 

Sec. 2.  This act shall become effective on July 1, 1977. 

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 1st day of July, 1977. 


