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StateLibrary ofNorth Carolina

 State and Federal Statutory Mandates
 Serve as information center for State government and the

people of the State for promotion of knowledge, education,
commerce and business of the State (GS 125-2)

 Promote, aid, and equalize public library service in North
Carolina through the Aid to Public Libraries Fund (GS 125-7)

 Be the official, complete, permanent repository of all State
government publications (GS 125-11)

 Disseminate Federal funds to all types of libraries as
authorized by the Library Services & Technology Act
(20 USC 9101)

 Commissions (GS 143B)
 North Carolina State Library Commission
 North Carolina Public Librarian Certification Commission



NorthCarolina PublicLibraries

 77 Systems (386 library buildings)
 Multi-County Regional (47 counties)
 County (53 counties)
 Municipal (10 cities)



LibraryCooperation Summit

LibraryC ooperationSummit
August 27, 2008in Boone, NC

“Let’s Get the Ball Rolling”

Major Issue:
“A project that will make affordable and
accessible bandwidth available across the
entire state.”

North Carolina Public Library Directors



Broadbandin PublicLibraries

Children
No computer at home
Computer literacy skills
Homework
Home schoolers



Broadbandin PublicLibraries

Adults
Computer literacy skills
Resume skills
How to apply for jobs



Broadbandin PublicLibraries

Apply for jobs



“Igot myjob atthe library”

Reprinted with permission of the American Library Association



Broadbandin PublicLibraries

The Havelock Public Library
serves

 the citizens of Havelock

 the students of the Craven
Community College’s Havelock
Campus, and

 the families of the Cherry Point
Marine Corps Air Station, who
can stay connected during
deployments at the public library.



Broadbandfor e-Government



LibrariesStrengthen Communities

US House of Representatives
Committee on Educationand Labor

Subcommitteeon Healthy Families
and Communities

Hearing: “Examiningthe Role of Libraries
and Museums in Strengthening
Communities”

September11, 2008



SmallBusiness Support
“For many small businesses, the library is the source

for research and specially-trained and experienced
staff they could not otherwise afford. Greg Skoog
credits the Hickory Public Library in North Carolina
for getting his transport company started. He used
books from the library on writing a business plan and
cash flow analysis; he used the Internet for market
research and wrote his business plan in the library.
Mr. Skoog says that basically, this library was his
office for three weeks. He now employees 135
people.”



NCLIVE

 NC LIVE provides the people of North Carolina with online access
to a large and diverse collection of resources aimed at serving the
educational, economic, and informational needs of everyday life.

 NC LIVE is a statewide collaborative among the nearly 200 public
and academic libraries in North Carolina. Consisting of four
Communities of Interest (COIs):
 North Carolina public libraries, serving all 100 counties
 University of North Carolina System libraries
 North Carolina Community College System libraries
 North Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities libraries

 NC LIVE offers users the highest quality, most authoritative
resources in the information market place with content and
indexing from more than 50,000 newspapers, journals,
magazines, encyclopedias, e-books, e-audio, and streaming
video titles.



PBSVideos

How will the videos impact my bandwidth?
 All Internet usage will impact your bandwidth, and

audio and video files have a larger impact due to
their size and network demand. NC LIVE has
compressed the files substantially in order to have
the least amount of impact on a user’s connection
as possible, but a minimum Internet speed of 175
Kbps will be necessary to adequately view the
videos.



LibraryServices &Technology Act

TechnologyGrants Program Goal:
“Promote equal access to 21st century library
services for all North Carolinians by providing
contemporary and evolving technologies to our
state’s libraries through programs designed to
address infrastructure, resources and
services.”



Bill& MelindaGates Foundation

 The last Gates Foundation “hardware” grant program aims to
ensure that public libraries have a minimum standard of public
access computers (number and age of equipment); this grant also
promotes working with local officials to established sustained
local funding for computer replacements and upgrades.

 To date, the Gates Foundation has invested $325 million in
grants to install and sustain computers in libraries and to train
thousands of library staff in all 50 states and the U.S. territories.



Bill& MelindaGates Foundation

Current situation:
 Approximately 29% of public libraries have Internet speed of less than 1.5 Mbps,

and more than 60% of those say the speed does not meet the needs of their
users all or part of the time.

Our Goal:
 Help ensure that 85% of all U.S. public libraries have Internet speeds of ≥1.5

Mbps in the next three years; and are on a path to sustain adequate Internet
service into the future.

 Build capabilities needed to sustain and increase connectivity speeds in public
libraries going forward.



StateLibrary Website

http://statelibrary.dcr.state.nc.us/


